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BIRTH. 


On November 8th, at at Shangha, Mrs. Lb. C. B. 
Epmoxpetow, of a daughter. 


DEAT. 


On November 17th, at at Hongkong, Hoeace E, 
Wanman, aged 48 years. 


fi ‘ wy t 

Honghong dlechly Press, 
Howaxona OFFICE: 104, Des Veux Road), 
Lonpon Orrice: 131, Fuser Steerer, E.C. 


ARRIVAL OF MAILS. 


— 


The German Mall of the 218! Ootc ber arrived 
per s:e. Goeben on the {9th ins’. 


The French Mail of the 23rd October arrived 
per as. Dumbea on the 23rd inst. 


FAR EASTERN NEWS. 


The death is announced in England of Mr. 
H. E. Bush, senior, of Newchwang. 

The Russians have decided to withdraw their 
garrisons from North China leaving only a 
Legation Guard. 

The South Manchuria Railway Company has 
engaged a German expert to assist in the general 
management of the line. 

With a view of improving the China tea 
trade, the Board of Agriculture and Commerce 
is sending deputies to the tea-growing provinces 
of the Empire to furnish reports. 
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| Cholera has broken out at Singapore, two or 
three fresh cases being discovered daily. The 
; Victime are mostly Chinese. 


{ Mr. G. W. King, Polica Magistrate at 

| Shanghai, was married last week to Miss Helen 
Fanny Morphett, danghter of Mr. FE. Morphett. 
barrister-at-law, of Hove. Suasex. 


Chinese telegraph rates are to be reduced 
20 per cent from the first d 1. next year with 
a view to popularising the: phs and ex 
tending the system throughout ie Empire. 


The following questions were tabulated for 
discussion by the Chinese Government after the 
Birthday festivities: (1) Reform in Tihet : (2) 
The reform. of officials ; (3) 1he raising of funds 
for the Navy. 


German miners have discovered a gold mine 
at Hai Ning in Shantung. and have asked China 
to permit them to operate it in conjunction with 
Chinese capitalists. The Wai Wu-pu has firmly 
refused the application. 


The Board of Finance at Peking has decided 
to withdraw the dollar currency from circula- 
tion. It ix apparently not yet settled whether 
a limit of three or five years shall be set for this 
after the new tael currency is issned.. 


A Hankow paper states that the hull of the 
8.8. Hanptng which sank at Shanyhai after 
collision with H.M.S. Flora, was insured with 
the Union Insurance Co. of Canton for Ts. 
100.000 and the cargo for 840,000 with the 
Maunheimer Versichertings-Gessellschaft. 


Four high officials at Manila have recently 
undergone operations for appendicitis. They 
are Mr. Shuster. Commissioner of Customs; 
Mr. Gilbert N. Brink, Assistant Director of 
Education; Lieutenant Greenwell. A. D.C. to 
the Governor-General ; and Attorney Hargis. 


Four native Banks have suspended payment 
at Hankow. Their liabilities amount to Ts. 
3,700,000. The compradore ofthe Hongkong and 
Shanghai Bank is said to be the heaviest loser. 
It is reported that his loss ix Tls. 500.000. 
Other native Banks are practically unaffected. 


The President of the Ministry of Justice 
has notified the Provincial Authorities that 
henceforth in all cages in which the punishment 
has hitherto been’*: bambooing “ a fine shall be 
imposed in lieu thereof and has ordered the 
authorities to remit the fines to the Board every 
quarter. 


A Hankow journal compliments the fair sex 
in that city thus: The ladies of Hankow are 
certainly very industrious as there is scarcely 
a male kind in the port who does not proudly 
sport a festive waistcoat. which has been dili- 
gently worked by a pair of fair- handx. Happy 
men of Hankow. 


H.I.H. the Emperor of Japan reviewed the 
fleet at Kobe on the 18th inst. when practically 
the whole of the navy assembled. The rv-~iew 


was to have taken place the previous day. but it | 


was postponed owing toa gale. The postpone- 
ment was a ire heer a to the enormous 
{ concourse of people who had foregathered. 


The historic old town of allt Manila con- | 


temporary says, is a very livel these oe 
with no cholera on her heal liberty 
men of the Pacific fleet, two et -go-rounds 
running day and night, and mo Saige at 
the theatre every evening. 1 oe quite a 


metropolitan air, and the residetits dread the 
time when the fleets leave, and the’ town settles 
again into stillness. 


No. 21 


It is stated that the Board of Posts has 
vetoed the appointment of a foreigner as en- 
gineer-in-chief of the Swatow-Chao-Chow rail- 
way on the ground that such appointment was 
contrary to the express orders of the Board. 


‘The subsidiary coinage of Siam is to be con- 
verted to the decimal system. The new money 
includes bronze, nickel and silver coins, and the 
two first mentioned varieties will have holes of 
varying dimensions in thecentre. It is expected 
that the bronze coins will be put into circulation 
during this month. The new coins have been 
made in Belgium. 


A northern journal is informed that no 
correspondent of a home paper will be permitted 
to visit the forthcoming Chinese army man- 
wuvres in the South. The Central Government 
excuses itself on the ground of expense. We 
expect that the decision means merely that no 
correspondent will be the guest of China. Local 
papers will be permitted to send representatives, 
asx guests, to the South. 


A correspondent informs the Bangkok Times 
that yrave fears are being entertained for the 
safety of a lot of the rice planted. In many 
cases the rice planta are fiqwering under water, 
and then the high winds recently axperienced, 
have blown larze areas on the water. Fortun- 
ately the rains have ceased up-country and it is 
hoped that the water will begin to drain off the 
too heavily flooded fields. 


An auction of race ponies was held at the 
Shanghai Horse Bazaar last week and prices 
ranged from Tls. 10 up to Tls. 500 for Kanda- 
har Chief. In all seventy-two animals were 
dixposed of. Kandahar Chief realised T's. 
500, Superb Tila. 350, Frosty Morn Ts. 260, 
Temeraire, Tla. 225, Giesley, . 205, Elts, Tis. 
234, Mysore Chief Tls. 220, Portland, Tis. 155, 
Kingsway Tls. 160, and Raceland Tls. 150. 


It ix stated that a proposal is under considera- _ 
tion to transfer the control of the Imperial 
Chinese Post Office from the Inspector-General 
of Customs to the Board of Posts and Com- 
munications, but no definite action is likely to 
be taken until Sir Robert Hart returns to 
Peking. In the meantime the Chinese Govern- 
ment is desirous of arranging that the Treaty 
Powers shall agree to accept Chinese postal 
orders, China on her part agreeing to accept 
those of the Treaty powers. 


Macao is once moreto havea news r. 
The first foreign newspapers published the 
Far East were produced at Macso, but in the 


Portuguese Colony newspapers seem, like the 
gods, to die young. The list of papers which 
Macao has Had during the past century would 
make a longjone. Recently Macao has been for 
some time without a newspaper. This “long 
felt want” i¢ now about to be supplied by Mr. 
C. J. da Silva, the advocate. The name of the 


| paper is to He ‘ A Verdade. " 
The Indugtrial Bank of Japan 1s reported to 
have effected a provisional contract with London 
; and Paris asidarweitars foc « loan of ¥. ,000 


‘the loan bding guaranteed by the Japanese 
Gocscumant The issuing price is £97, and it 
| bears interest at 5 per cent. annum, the 
' principal ta be redeemed within twenty-five 


years, Ha 


of the loan will be issued in London 


: and the othar half in Paris. It is understood 


that the whdle of the loan will be su to 
the Korean Government, which will u! the 
money for jthe development of commerce and 


industry in the 


356 , 


! Though Bangkok is not one of the great 
shipping ports of the world, still with the dredg- 
ing of the bar and other improvements, it could 
be tarned into one of the most important and 
safest harbours in the Far East, says the 
“Siam Free Press.“ With the constantly 
increasing area under rice cultivation, the 
export trade of Siam is bound to increase 
j enormously inthe future, and better shipping 

yi facilities will then become an urgent necessity 


in order to keep pace with the growing trade of 
the port. ; 


abla 


Foreigners and Chinese who were in North ! 


China during the Boxer rising in 1900 will not 
have forgotten the late General Mei Tung-yi, 
who protected foreigners at Tsangchou, Chihli, 
during that time and was afterwards rewarded 
with a gold watch specially sent from London. 
by the British Government. General Mei died 
in 1904. Now, says a Hankow exchange, by 
permission of the Chinese Government, the 
‘people at Tsangchou have erected a special 

_ memorial temple for him as a recognition of 
his services. General Mei was one of the very 
few high Chinese military officers, who did not 
believe in the Boxers. 


ease 
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Messrs. Hughes and Young, of 55, Chancery- 
lane, London, forwarded to the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs on October 14 a letter 
to inquire, “whether any convention has been 
concluded between Japan and the United King- 
dom similar to that concluded on the 19th May, 
2 1908, between the United States and Japan, 
i under which the protection of patents, designs. 
P and trade marks under the Japanese Patent 
i Designs and Trade Marks Law is extended to 
Korea.” In reply, the Foreign Office states that 
i “his Majesty's Government are at the present 
‘ moment engaged in negotiating a convention 


PIN pe ae cae are ere 


: with the Japanese Government for the mutual 
f protection of trade marks in China and Korea.” 


Sir Robert Hart. the veteran Inspector- 
General .of Chinese Customs. made his first 
ublic appearance in London since his return 

m the Fast at a dinner of the Paviors’ 
Company, in the City. last month. In the 
afternoon he was admitted as a freeman of the 
company. Speaking of the splendid hospitality 
of the Paviors, he mentioned a private banquet 
to which he was ouce entertained hy some 
Chinese friends in Peking. It beyran at twelve 
4 o'clock in the’day and lasted until five o'clock 
next morning. and during the seventeen hours 
4 there were 125 courses. of which he was able to 
i say he tasted every one. Yet the following 

morning he took his coffee and bath as usual, 
and went through his day's work without 
sleeping. 


\ According to official reports, the experimental 
use of Hung-shan coal by the German East 
. Asian Naval Squadron has been thoroughly 
satisfactory. The use of this coal brought to 
surface by the Shantung Mining Company, re- 
marks-a Berlin correspondent, will represent a 
considerable saving of money. Thus. in June. 
1907, Cardiff coal was sold at Shanghai for £2 
Pt to £2 10s. per ton; Japanesa coal sold at from 
_ 15s. to £1'5s., and the Shautung coal at from 
f 
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: 17s. to £1 2s.aton Last Juné the new seam 
Hh . , of coal at Hung-shan was tested by being used 
as fuel in the electrical station at Txing-tan, 
and the result was satisfactury. and it is believed 
ae that henceforth this coal will be supplied to the 
if German warships in the Far East. as the Ad- 
a miralty will not.renew contracts for the supply 
of Cardiff coal. 


Captain F. E. C. Ryan, of H.M.S. Asfrea, 
has submitted a report to Government on his 
visit to the Keeling-Cocos Islands, in September 

> ast. In referring to Direction Island, which is 
- occupied by the staff of the Eastern Extension 
Telegraph Company, numbering 21 Europeans. 

45 Chinese and five Malays, he says the staff all 
speak very highly of the beneficial effect of the 
imate. The Chinese are principally employed 

in building work, and will eventually return to 
pingeere. The Telegraph staff are very com- 
kp housed, and recent improvements in- 


e addition of new tennis courts and a 

e new cricket‘pitch. The difficulty of obtaining 

i a good water supply is overcome by the erection 

We: ofa ie eens fey By the recent installation 

: also of a refrigerating and ice-making plant, 

| ’ the comfort and health of the Europeans has 
been greatly improved. 
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We learn from.a Peking contemporary that 
the Wai Wu Pu has forwarded a despatch to 
the Viceroy of Chihli stating that the Board 
has consented, at the request of the German 
Minister, to allow him to take charge of the 
affairs of Turks and Armenians in China. 
These are subjects of non-treaty powers resident 
in China and they are therefdéré under Chinese 
control the same as ordinary Chinese es poe 
He is also requested that it should be noted that 
no passporta will be issued to people of these 
races and if they travel, and trouble enstes, they 
will be treated as Chinese subjects. 


A Peking contemporary states fhat the 
members of the. Council of State have recently 
been conferring with the President of the 
Board of Finance with regard to the proposed 
currency. The conference took plage in the 
Lang Yen Yuen Garden, and a resoluti 
passed the other day to mint 50,000. 
new one-tael pieces. These coins will 
buted: according to a certain carefully arranged 
acale throughout all the Provinces of China, and 
on receipt of their prescribed allotments the 
respective Provincial Treasuries are) to remit 
ailver bars, equal in value to the coins|received, 
to the Central Government. 


One crying evil at Saigon arises from the 
numerous low Liquor shops run by | Chinese, 
who retail the worst of spirits ich too 
often take effect as rank poison. 
cheapness of the liquor is convincing| proof of 
its unwholesomeness, but the lo 


and sailors especially fall victims’ |to these 
unscrupulous liquor dealers. Tha Sargon 
Opinon urges the local authorities 
to keep quiet and allow these unprincipled 
Chinese to enrich themselves quickly by 
dragging the soldiers of the garrison. 


We read in a Peking contemporary 
Chang Chi-tung. Grand Councillor. h 
that a foreign loan of 15,000.000 taels should be 
raised for the construction of the proposed rail- 
way from Hankow to Szechuan. His Hxcellency 
has advised that this line should be proceeded 
with hefore the Hupeh section of the Canton- 
Haukow railway. The gentry of Hupeh are 
stated to he strongly opposed to the proposal. 
At Hankow, too. strong oppsition has been shown 


to the proposal to raixe a foreign lo H. E. 
Chang Chi-tung has heen informed by wire 
that the promoters of the enterprige do not 
intend to have officials interfere with the line 


in any way. We gather that sincela foreign 
loan was prapased subscriptions am unting to 
12,000,000 taels have been promised. '! 


H.E. Chang Ming Chi, the Gdvernor of 
Kwangsi Province, has forwarded a remoral to 
the Throne stating that he has a three 
notorious Chinese revolutionists, and jthat many 
important documents relating to the volution- 
ary movement were discovered in the luggage of 
one of them. According to these papers Dr. 
San Yat Sen is the leader of the motement and 
his followers number 10,000 men swdrn to obey 
him in all things. Those of them scattered 
along the Yangtze River, are 4,000 in number, 
and there are 600 in Japan. During their trial 


the prisoners denied everything that brought 
against them. They were convicted. however, 
and decapitated in Kweilin under instructions 


from the Governor, and the Grand Council is 


now requested to submit all this information to 
the Throne. 


Many residents along the China. coast and 
especially the sea-faring community engaged 
in the coasting trade will deeply regret to learn 
of the death of Dr. Henry Layng of Swatow 
of which port he had been the Medical Officer 
for the long period of twenty-two years. 
Dr. Layng came out first to Amoy but did not 
remain there long. Early this year he had an 
attack of paralysis. Mrs. Layng, who was at 
home at the time, returned to Swatow, but find- 
ing his condition serious took her husband back 
to England. At Marseilles on the way home 
he had another slight attack, form w: ich he 
recovered but he had not been long a Chelten- 
ham before he nad another seisure, and this 
had a fatal termination on the 4th ultimo. 
Dr. Layng was held in the highest sche 
all who knew him and the ina Sek eympathy i 
be felt for the widow and her four chi Dr. 
Layng was about 48 years of age. 


Mr. John Fowler, the American Consul at 
Chefoo, who is now at Home, seems to have 
created a little [sensation in the States by 
denouncing Li Sam Ling as an imposter, an 
“nothing but a Hongkong Chinaman.” Mr. 
Fowler's remarkable on, the New York 
Herald says, has|been brought to the notice of 
the ican State Department. - oe 


The state coach now being built for the Sal- 
tan of Johore at the Central Workshops, Kuala 
Lumpnr, is described as a miniature palace on 
wheels, The codch is built of chesghai aad 
jelutong and confains a commodious state room 
with easy chairs and folding tables and s 
luxurious sleeping saloon with a fixed bed. A 


bathroom is fitted to the coach. 

The Japanesé Government has decided 
to continue the grant of a subsidy for 
steamship services, the term for which ai arp 
at the end of tha next fiscal year. The sa dy 
for the Nippon Yusen Kaisha's Euro line 

laced at Y2,670(000 a year, that for the Seattle 


ine at Y55,000 and that for the Toyo Kisen 
Kaisha's San Francisco line at Y1,000,000. It 
is proposed that these subsidies be granted for 
ten years from January 1910. 


The Shogyo Shi predicts a tem Hats 
depression in the alk market. Its ccalvuis 
that the great fctivity of the fow weeks 


bein 
anu the large|stock imported into the States 
i Already America has bought 
d yen more than: she 
e corresponding period of last 
ear. . 
It is much be feared that the crime of 
infanticide in 8 ig on 8 large scale, and| that 
measures for tHe preservation of the li of 
infants are most urgent. During the fow 
months. we have recorded facts where es of 
infant’ were found floating in tne klongs of the 
city and the river Menam, sa the Stam Free 
Press. We have never hoard } however, that the 
police have taken any steps to cee =p 
guilty party,as no persons, to our knowledge, 
Rave been convicted of consigning infants, 
whether living or dead, to the waterways of the 
town. This being the case, perpetrators of 
such crimes appear to have no fear of being 
detected. 
At the official inauguration of an Ex- 
hibition of Chinese Porcelain at Shanghai 
on thew 17th inst. Mr. T. W. ern ts 
mill said that in the unavoidable absence of Sir 
Pelham Warren, President of the North China 
branch of the Royal Asiatic Society, he had 
been asked to weloome the visitors to the 
opening day. This exhibition was & lew 
departure for Shanghai and he was very lad to 
geo, from the number of those present, t the 
efforts of the Committee were appreciated. 
He thanked the many collectors who come 
forward to help in the exhibition which would 
be recorded as one of the finest collections of 
Chinese ceramic art ever seen in an part of 
the world. Mr. D. Landale d the 


Exhibition open and other ers were 
Mr. Charles Denby, U.8. Consul-General, and 
Mr. C. O. Lidd Chairman of the Asiatic 
Society's Committee. The latter said that 
the Committee's thanks were cularly due 
to Viceroy Tuan Fang who sent some 
wonderful antiques, and to the Shanghai Taotai, 


through whose: combined influence erg 
had: boon received from Mr. Li -baf of 
Canton who possessed 8 anigee collection, the 
most famous in China, and from Mr. Kin 
Siao-san who had lent forty pieces 
unusual interest. Other notable eae col- 
lectors exhibiting were Mr. Wong A 
Mr. Kai Han-tsen, Mr. Liu Wen 
and other Chinese friends. In this 
nexion the Committee was fortunate in 
able to command the influence of Dr. J. C. 
Ferguson with his numerous Chinese friends. 
Generous support had also been — from 


con. 


but assuredly 
least, he would speak of ‘the invaluable services 
of the Honorary " : 
whose untiring energy 0 
lieved the Committee of much anxiety. 
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THE FUTURE OF CHINA. 


(Daily Press, 14 November.) 

The story of the awakening of China, as it 
is outlined in the speeches delivered br Sir 
Rosert Harr at Belfast, has attraeted tha' 
wide attention at Home which the engros- 
sing interest of the story no less than the 
high authority of the speaker certainly 
justifies, To the resident in China who is 
as acquainted as he ought to be with the 
history of foreign intercourse with the great 
empire, the speeches contain, perhays, little 
that is new, but facts which mty be familiar 
possess a new interest when related by one 
who hag b'en 8» prominently identified in 
the making of them as Sir Rosert Harr 
has been. In all the speeches Sir Ropert 
haa made ‘since he returned to England 
he ‘bas spoken confidently of the future 
progress of China. What has so far been 
accomplished he regards as but the laying 
of the foundations for further development. 
Itig all, as he most aptly explained, “ the 
natural and logical outcome of the many 
forces that have been at work, where, more 
especially, a powerful and progressive 
Christian civilisation which aimed at shap- 
ing the future, and of whose ethics the 
keynote is the word ‘Do!’ came into con- 
tact with a seemingly somnolent and 
antiquated society, whose only ambhit'o. 
seemed to be to cuntinue what had been and 
reprodace the golden age it dreamt of as ils 
glorious past—a p st in which the Confucian 
‘Do not!’ was the soul of its golden rule. 
The clash of internationalism and the play 
of conflicting interests have, however, 
opened men’s eyes and given new views of 
environment, and the successes of the future 
will go to those who know best how to ure 
all that nature provides for humanity in 
things, in men, in opportunity.” That is 
the case everywhere. It is when Sir 
Rosget speaks of the future—not of the 
present or the past-that we find him 
most interes'ing. In his speech acknaow- 
ledging the address presented to bitn 
by the Belfast Chamber of Commerce 
Sir Roserr, while expressing hia belief 
that trade will go on growing, slowly 
perhaps, but steadily, add-d these words, in 
which he seems to doubt his premises, so 
far at least as imports are concerned :— 
“Foreign trade is a Juxury, and not a 
necessity, and even if it does continue to 
increase, the Chinese themselves will 

uire a larger share in its direct manipu- 
lation, and will Jess and‘ less depend on 
foreign middlemen at home or abroad. 
And nt only will they do this, bat Chinese 
manufacturers at some future day will com- 

te with foreign goods not only in China 
iteelf, but elsewhere.’ This is, indeed, dip- 
ping a long way into the future, and, wi-hall 


due respect, we venture to say tha! these are 
visions which need not trouble the present 
nor the next generation of traders. There 
are few countries in the world which could 
nof describe foreign trade as a luxury with 
quite as much reason as China, Japan, for 
instance, considered fore‘gn trade a luxury 
and rigorously isolated herself from the 
world for two hundred years ; but, in spite 
of the increasing manufacture of foreign 
goods in recent years by Japanese mills, the | 
volume of annual imports ivto Japan shows | 
steady growth. The goods which fifty years 
ago were regarded in Japan asluxuries have, 
with the changing times, come to be con- 
sidered necessities ; an! w! at has happenei 
in Japan in this regard may be expected to 
happen also in China. Sr Kosgrr told 
his audience that there are now-some three 
thousand fo:eign firms established in China, 
the majority being Japanese in respect of 
numbers, though perhaps not representing 
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anything like the greater part of the capital 
invested. We may add to this information 
that these foreign firms are mainly on the 
fringe of the Empire. As China mes 
gradually covered with a network of rail- 
ways,a’ dthe Chinese G -vernment develops 
its policy of opening international centres of 
foreign trade in the interior we may surely 
look forward to a great incraase in the 
number of foreign firms in Chinn before the 
dawn of that far-off era when the Chin:- 
man will be io a position to dispense with 
the foreign wid tleman. That time, like the 
Millenium, may cone one day, but it is a 
long way off yet; and the Aue when the 
foreign import trade will steadily tend to 
dimicish is, we venture to think, farther otf 
still. We ought to look forward with 
confdence to tremendous growth, for 
the awakening of C.ins spella increased 
opjortunitie: for trade. Nor need the 
pr spect of China herself comp: ting at aome 
future day with foreign goods strike 
digmar. International trade has a habit of 
expanding with the industrial and acia:tific 
development of nationa, an] we can see no 
reason for believing that Chian will prove 
an exception to the rule. 


THE LATE EMPEROR 
OF CHINA, 
- > 

:Datly Paesrx, November 16th 

China :s suddenly plunged into mourning. | 
The Emperor, who has lo y be nia feeble 
he:lth, ms dead. The nouwination of an 
Her Apparent and the appointment of 
a Regent on Friday were plain mdia- 
tions that the Court phy-ictan< regarded 
the Emperor's positio: ag extremely 
critical, The Empress Dowager, the 
telegram informa us, is also atl, an that 
Peince Cucen, the Emperor's brother bas 
suddenly ben cilled up-n to aseume the 
reins of goverument, bis son, the oew 
Emperor, beiog a cbild of but three or 
four years of age. It may be recalied that 
the Emperor Kwang-aso was himself but 
four years of age when he was chosen to 
succeed to tie Throne in 1875 on the sudden 
death of the Emperor Tona-Cura in the 
eighteenth year uf bis xge. The two 
Empresses—cf the Fasteru and Westeru 
Palaces —were appointed R-gents, but 
the firmer ded in 1881 leaving the 
presen Empress Dowager sole regent. Her 
Majesty continued in that te ation t: the 
Emperor unt: 1887 when (by Westen 
reckoning) the Emperor had reached the 
age of sixte-n and then she withdrew, tor 
a time, from the scene, but rewained 
still the power Lehind the Throne, for 
in his first imperil Edit the youthful 
Emperor said: ‘When I heird of the 
decree (from the Empress Dowag+> handing 
over to bim the rcifis of government) I 
trembled as if I were in mir-ocean, not 
knowing wheré the land lay. tler M j-sty 
will, however, continue t) advise me fora 
few yeurs longer on important affiirs cf 
State. 1 shall oot dare to be indoleat, and 
in obedience to the Empres«'s coumand, I 
hive petitioned Heavea, Earth and my 
Anvesturs that [ may assume t'e adn nis- 
tration of the Government in person o: the 
15th day of the firet mo-n in the thirtecnth 
exr of inv reign. Guided by the counsel of 
Her Majesty evervthing will be done with 
care." 

lu time, bowever, and in the process of 
obeying th: exhortstion of tlhe Emp e-s- 
Dowager that he shauld ‘“ develop 
his mind, pay unremitting attention tn the 
administration of the government, and love 
his people,” the Emperor gradually c: ased 
to be in sympathy with the counsel of Her 


< 


Majesty. He was ofa studious disposition 
and his studies led him to take a view of the 
needa of China which was diametrically 
opposed to that taken by the Empress- 
wager. The crisis was reached at the 
time of the war with Japan. Kwanxo Yu 
Wet, the Reformer, in an article in the Con- 
temporary Review stated the position im thc ee 
terms: “ At the begioning of the war with 
Japao the Emperor and his Ministers want. 
el wer, The Empress-Dowager and L- 
Huxo CHana wanted peace. The Empresa- 
Domeecr was ready to give up Ma churia 
and Formosa. The Emperor could not 
thtok of it fur a moment without crying 
with distress ; he wauted to wake an alliance 
wit: Knagland and to reform, while the 
Empress-Dosager wasequally bent on an 
allisnce with Russia without reform.” The 
Empresa Dowager won ia the struggle in ° 
the end, but betore that tims tame the Em- 
pecor, stiffened ia his purpose by the rise 
vt a Reform Paty with Kwang Yu 
Wer at their head, issied in 1898 
his famous Keform Edicts ovocerning (% 
freedom to memorialisa the Throne; (2 
the introduction of fureizn eul-jeo'a in the 
examinations; (3) the foundasion of a new 
University at Peking; (4) turning temples 
into schools; (5) establishing a translating 
bureau and a patent offiee; (6) sendin 
young Manchus abroad for etudies; (7 
aloltsniog eu,erfluoua offisials. The sea 
of the Re.ormers was uoflagging an 
thev’se red many succeses in the direction 
of modern refor re a:d the reorganisation of 
educati:n and government. But it was all 
too drastic avd tov sudden. Inan official 
dispatch Sie Cuacpe Maoponatp wrote: 
“Tinpertil decrees isteuded to launch 
China cn the path of reform continug to 
appear, tuough there are few signs of aay 
of them taking practical effect. ‘he Emp-ror 
isevidently ‘earuing tbat it is one thiug to 
issue a reform edit aud auother to get it 
obeyed." Three days after tuoee words 
were peoned came the memorable coup 
d'etat at the Palace whea tbe Empress- 
Duoway: tT once wore took the reina of 
government it hee own bande, tte Emperor 
announcing the ucurpation in a meek 
and aubmissive decree i: which he 
referred to the affaira of the nation a 
leng in a difficult position wad every- 
thing awaiting reform; huw, in coping 
with the mul ituds of affsirs he feared that 
he would be overwhelmed, anda) “moved b 
i deep regard for the wellare of the nation,” 
he hal rep atedly implored. Her Majesty to 
be praciously pleised t» alvise bim io the 
government. Therea(ter appeared an Edict 
in the Emperor's name, but certaiuly not 
e-mypos d by htm, repestiog all the reforms, 
aud many of the reformers were executed. 
Thus the Empress Dowager recovered her 
asceodency an{ tte Emperur once murs be- 
c.m- what, but for those four short months 
of the Reform Fra be was throughout 
hit micn, an Emperor ia name only. 
The reads ric familar with the fact thet the 
overthrow of the Reform jarty and the 
ascend ney of the Empress Dowager pro- 
duced an tmmediate outbreak of hostilities 
ag inst f-r.ign-rs culminating in the march 
ot the allied troops to Pekiay and the fight 
cf the Court. During this troulous . 
period, known in bistory as the risiag of the 
Bover, the Emperor issued an Edict stutiag 
that a Le was suffering from an incurable 
disease and it was impossible for bim 
to begat a eon, he had humbly implored _ 
Her Sacred Majesty cxrefally to select from 
among the near branches of the Imperial 
Family «a good aad worthy member 
who should found a line of posterity and to 
whom the Throne should revert. “After 
repeated entreaties” Her Majesty, the 
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Edict said, bad deigned to grant her con- 
sent that P’v Cuun, son of Tsar Y1, Paince 
Tyan, should be adopted as the Heir Ap- 


parent. Prince Tuan was the most voto- 
rious of the reactionary crowd vf counsellors 
oo whom the Empress Dowager then relied. 
Bat in less than two yeara TvuAn’s 
eon was deposed, for tie result of 
the Boxer rising taught the Empress- 
Dowager that the way of China’s salvation 
was along the pathssketclied by the weak but 
intelligent Emperor whose authority she 
had usurped; and since that time we have 
witnessed a succession of Reform Ericts 
which have embrac'd practically the 
whole scheme of reform which wis announ- 
ced by the Emperor while he was under the 
influence of Kwano-Yu-Wet and his 
colleagues. The last decade has, to be sure, 
seen marvellous changes in China, and i" 
the arrangements which lave been made 
for the succession tu the Throne we mar find 
assurance that the Reformation will be 
advanced. 

As we have gaid, the son of Prince CHUN is 
an infant, but bis father, the Regent, has been 

rowinently identified with the new pdlicy. 
t will be recalled that Prince Cuun 
was chosen to proceed to Berlin on the 
expiatory miseion to heg furgivenno:ss 


for the murder of Baron von KETTELER. | 


Since then His Imperial Highness has 
eerved as Grand Councillor and early 
in the preseut year he -was appointed 
a member of the Commission of 
Constitutional Reform and of the Govern- 
ment C uncil. These facts in his career, 
slight us they are, give us ‘hope of au 
enlightened rule and that the training 
tne infant Emperor will receive will be 
such as to fit him fur the tremendous res- 
ponsibilities which will devolve upon the 
ruler of an enlightened and progreseive 


China. 


'. THE REGENCY, 
(Datly Presa. November 17th.) 

The death of Her Maje-ty the Empress 
Dowager or Curxa, following so closely 
upon the deat’ of the Empzror, creates 
some uneasiness in the public mind as 
regards n peaceful succersion to the Throne. 
While the Empress-Dowaaer lived tl ere 
was no reason to fear auy atti mpt to upset 
the arrangement proclaimed Inst Friday. 
But now that the Empress DowaaeR 13 no 
more the immediate future does not wear ao 
peaceful an :spect. What is now thought 
possible is tlat Prince Curna may op] ove 
the success‘on, not +o much perhaps the 
nomination of the baby Emperor as the 
appointment of his rival father as Re- 
gent. Under the proelamation of last 
Friday the reins of government pass 
imme‘iately into the handa of the late 
Emperor’s bitin Prince Coun, as Kegent 
the infancy of his young son 
whom the dyiog Emperor adopted as his 
son and heir to the Throne. 

As was mentioned in yesterday's Daily 
Press, there exists no law of hereditary 
succession in China, and itis left to each 
sovereign to appoint his successor from 
among the members «f his family. Prince 
Tvuan's son had the first claim to considera- 
tion and vas, in fact, proclaimed Heir 
Apparent in 1898, but when, after the 
Boxer troubles, Prince Tuan was banished 
for life, his son was deposed and has since 
been living in Peking in honourable capti- 
vity. Ignoring his claima, the next possible 
candidate for Imperial succession was the- 


-baby who has now been proclaimed Em. 


ror of China. Apart from the f-ct that 
e Recent went on the disagreeable expia. 


tory mission to Berlin to express the regret 


of the Throne for the murder of the German 
Ambassador in the streets of the capital, 
litile is known of him. He has since been a 
Supernumary Grand Councilor and a few 
months ago he became a member of the 
Commission of Constitutional Reform and of 
the Government Council, Prince Cuing is 
nct io the direct line of succession. He is 
an Imperial Clansman, however, was created 
a Priuce of the second order in 1884 and of 
the first order ten years later. For the last 
quarter of a century the Prince has! een 
prominently identified with the Government, 
and has held some of the highest offices ia 
the State. He has been President of the 
Tsung-Li Yawen (ain-Jer its old name as 
well ag under its new designation) a vice- 
President of the Imperial Clan Court, 
Grand Chimberlain, Director-General of 
the Board of Admiralty, and has held many 
high military appointments, including that 
of Comp'roller-General of the Army Board. 
He stoo.! high in Imperial favour, but was 
disliked by the late Emperor. Whether 
the dislike was mutual we do not 
know, nor are we able to say whether 
these relations exist between the vete'an 
statesinan and the late Emperor's brother, 
the present Recent. If 80, this may 
to some extent ex lain the apprehensi ns 
which are now whisyered. It must be 
remembered, however, that Prinee CHING i8 
old and feeble. His age is seventy-two, and 
he does not appear to be over strong in 
health. His son, Duke TsAt-CHEN, wae the 
special Ambassador to England on the 
occasi‘n of the Coronation, und has occupied 
the posta of President of the Board of 
Commerce, Minister of the Presence, and 
went on a special mission to Marchurit in 
the winter of 1906. He resigned ull appoint- 
ments in May 1907, and his since apparently 
been living a retired life. This talk of 
trouble over the succession natura!ly givis 
rise to speculation as to the altitude of the 
Army in such a contingency, and it is 
remarked as a coincidence which is probably 
more aceidental than significant that Yuan 
Su1-Kar hia obtained “sick leave.”’ Prince 
Cuino and Yvan Sat-Kar were asavciated 
togethers on the Army Reorganisation 
Council of 1903 and are intimate frienls. 
That is all that can be said for the pres nt 
on the sulijject. Possib'y much d+pends on 
the initial acts of the lieaenr. So long 
ug the Empress. Dowicer remained aiive 
things very likely we Id have gone on as 
before with every prospect of ;eace. The 
Court would have undergone v ry litle 
change. It is to be gathered from the 
Edict announcing the choice of an Heir to 
the Throne that Her Masesty had boped 
(o live long enough to supervise the training 


of the-in‘ant for the great r-sponsibilities «18 of especi | 
But this] Edict of the <w 
The DowaGer-Empness ! quiet ascertion of h 8 conviction that reform 


he will be required to undertake. 
war not to te. 
appears to have died witlin a very few 
hours of the Emperor. This dual demise 
may be nothing more tana pure coincid- 
ence, but it 'y nere the less fraugbt with 
sericus possibilities. | Prince Cron has 
been brought suddenly out of obscurity to 
become de facto the Supreme Head of the 
Empire, fre to exercise his owo will, 
unrestrained hy those ideas of filial piety 
anid respect which kept the late ExtP&ROR 80 
absolutely under the thumb ot his Imperial 


mother (by adoption)—a reverence and 
fidelity extalled by CHana Cara Tuna 
in an oe «gs one cf the late 


EMPEROR's greatest qualities. The pre- 
sent dang-r lies in this very freedom. 
The Chinese have a saying “a new Em- 
peror will have a new Court.” It is natural 
to expect that a new Emperor, or tbe 
Regeut who acts for Lim, will have Ministers 
of bis own choice, and in that event it 
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would follow that there would be grett ad- 
ministrative.cbanges ia the land. If there 
exists nny dissension over the succession, 
such sweeving changes would be certain to 
bring forth the fire out of the smoke, and 
for that reason it is poasiblo that no sudden 
and amcopicg changes will be made. 
Nothing much is to be fexred, we think, 
from the Auti-Maochu movement, which 
cannot be regarded asa powerful organisation, 
and her late Majesty's conversion to the 
views of the Re‘ormers bas taken out af the 
saila of the Anti-Manchu movement a 
great ceal ot the wind which forced 
it into favourable notice. For the 
present, ‘however, all is doubt and un- 
certain'y, all “in the lap of the gods,” and . 
there we must kave it, but not without a 
hoje thit the conntry will be saved from 
iuternicine strife which will retard that 
progress and development which it is now 
the yeneral wish in China to see steadily 
advauced, 


THE SITUATION IN CHINA. 


ny 
(Daily Press, November 18th. 

The most sensational feature o! the news 
emanating from Peking which we are 
enabled to publish ce o8y ig the rumour 
that Prince Tuan who waa banished to's an- 
churia fur life a few years ago h«s assembled 
truops and is now warchingon Peking with a 
view to dispute the succession. Tois rumour 
which reaches us via Canton, muat have 
come by telegram from the North. It is at 
present unconfirmed from any other source, 
but th:t trouble is feared over the succession 
eema to be indicated by the orders to mass 
the trowps near the capital. What force 
Prince Tuan is able to command in Man- 
churia is nut clear, and it ia, to say the least, 
extremely doubtful if the exiled Prince. 
would secure much public support, should 
he return from banishment t» claim the 
Chrons for his son who wis proclaimed 
Heir Apparent in 1898 and hie atl two 
years later. Mesnwhile it is o interest 
to note that there app ars to be no truth 
inthe rumour that H. E. Yuan Summ Kar 
has obtaind “sick leave.” Telegrams 
from Peking represent him as being at the 
Imperial Pa'ace together with Prince 
Catno and H.&. Cuana Cats Tuna. With 
these—the three most influevtial men in 
China —stfrrounding the new Emperor and 
Recent, and accurding them their loyal 
support, the enterprise, with which Priace 
ToaN ix credited would be duomed to swift 
disappoiatment. 7 

Turning nw from these apprebensidns to 
the interesting series of Edicts which have 
been published during the last few days, it 
intereat to mote in the lust 
Emperor Kwana Hav the 


is necessary tothe Empire’s salvution, and 
that the schemes of reform which have been 
anoounced by Imperial Edicts are the oul- 
come of his reasoning with the late 
Empress-Dowacer. Bis Majesty's dying 
wish wae that the Empire may m-ve steadily 
along the patb of reform and that the people 
willbe found ready for Constitutional Govern. 
ment at the time appointed for the great 
change. May we not infer from this tht 
mentally atleast the late Emperor was not 
the decadent tbat he was commonly assum- 
ed tn have beeu ? This death-bed confession 
seems to bear out the opinion formed by Mise 
Cart, who bad mo t exceptional opport- 
unities of studying him, neue), that he was 
shrewed and intelligent, well informed by 
wide readmg, and a man who lacked not 
strength if he bad wished to exert it. In 
Western eyes his grent failiag bas been that 
he has not asserted hicself; while in China 
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- the national period of rnourning should be 
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_November 23,1908] 
this is accounted the highest of virtues. So 


relegated to the realm of Fancy. Sir Josn | the nomiual ending, still surviving in North 


enlightened a man aa Coane Cain Tune 
wrote of this expression of filial piety: 
“Who does not admire the filial reverence 
and piety with which be waits upon his 
august mother? Setting a brilliaut example 
to all, he inquires early and late atter 
her well being and watches over her ineals in 
person. Let us now add a new ode extolling 
to the skies our Emperor's fidelity to his 
Imperial Mother.” It ia difficult for* 
Europeans to understand that this filial 
reverence can be cairied to the extent 
of such self-repres ion na we are asked to 
believe the lxte Emperor to have, |-ract sed. 
Yet in thisEdict issued from the death-bed o! 
the Emperor is revealed the fact that he had 
not wavered in his belief in Reform sii ce his 
virtual suppression by the Empress- Dowager. 
Though her ideas were paramountin sight 
of the public we may read hetween the 
lines of this valedictory Edict that 
in the privacy of the Palace tte 
Emperor continued by patient discussion 
to educate his august mother up to the 
point of adopting the entire programme of 
reform, the enunciation of which ten reurs 
ago Jed to his virtual deposition as a dan- 
gerous lunatic. To the very last he was n 
Reformer, for his final command was that 


shortened to twenty-seven days,—an injunc- 
tion which has been over-ruled by the 
edvisers of bis successor and it is ordained 
that the Court shall go into mourning for 
three years | 


THE CHINESE SKY-GOD. 


a 
(Daily Press, November 19th.) 

Recently, from the 15th to the 18th 
September, the Third International Con- 
gress for tle History of Religions was held 
at Oxford, and many papers of interest, or 
the opposite, were rad. Of course, from 
the nature of the subject matter the Con- 
gress had nothing to do with doctrinal 
theology, being only concerned with, the 
hiet ry and anthropology of the various 
religions under discussion. Largely the 
papers read showed in how many points the 
various developments of religious belief 
from whatever country, or whatever race 
they had been collected, coincided ; but this, 
it is natural to presume, in each case pro- 
ceeded from the fact that mankind is human, 
and that even in its relations with the in- 
visible it cannot escape from the bonds and 
limitations of huv:an instinct. A formidable 
programme, dividing the business before 
the meeting into nine sections, each with ita 
president, was prepvied ; and each president 
had to give his presidential address, g0 that 
at first sight a large increase iu our exoteric 
knowledge of the religion or religions, of 
the world might have been anticipated. If 
so the result hardly coincided with the hi pe, 
and little progress seems to have been made. 
Perha;:s it proved to be the case, thatin 
excluding the esoteric elcment all the dis- 
cussions lost their main ground of interest, 
An instance of this was afforded in tlie 


- presidential address on Celtic Religions 


delivered by Sir Jonn Ruys, Fifty years 
ago every one supposed he had quite euffi- 
cient knowledge on the subject; men, pre- 
sumed to be learned, discussed druids und 
priests, and ritesand sacrifices, as if they 
knew all about them; and history books 
told the then rising generation these imagiu- 
ings, as if they were stern incontrovertible 
facts. Later study of the few authorities 
that.we possess have long ago decided that 
these romantic tales of white-robed proces- 
sions, and congregations of kneeling wor- 
sbippers, which have played so prominent 
& part in our supposed history, must all be 


. 
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Rays in pointing this out to hie hearers 
pried coi firmed on his high authority 
what had been before acceptel by the more 
sober of archcologists. What he sta‘ed as 
to the “‘precarious”’ nature of our evidence 
asto Celtic religions, and the fact that our 
knowledge was “ inferential only ” may well 
he borne in mind by many of our profcrsors 
to know'edge of subjects nearer home. 

An instance of this was afforded by 


Profess :r Gries, speaking on Chinee 
religion, He told his hearers that the 
Chinese had aio sky-god, Tien, who 
received, li-wever, nett er respect n-T 
sacrifice, aud that eventually this power 


became an abstraction. Now we ar not 
going to cavil at this explanation, which, as 
we all know, containes a large measure of 
truth. If we only look at the matter 
exoterically, it by no means, cven 80 
contains the whole truth; and viewed 
esoterically, hardly contgins any at all. It 
is not, for instance, true that Tien receives 
neither respect nor sacrifice ; the exception 
here, a8 io so many other cases, guing far to 
establish the rule. ‘l’ien, in fact, receives 
so high honour and exalted sacrifice that 
only the Emperor himself is competent to 
offer them; Tien, and T'ien alone, being 
bis superior in the celestial hierirchy. Nor 
is this cult of any late or mo lern introduc- 
tion ; historically, indeed, it may claim to he 
the direct descendant of tiie ancient wor-hip 
paid to the Celestial Powers by the remote 
ancestors of the imperial Curinese in the 
realms of the traditional Airran Vuejo, 
far off in Central Asia. The Parsi Vendidad 
tells how Yima, first of mortals, stepped 
forth to the glowing south to met the Sun; 
pressed the earth with his golden harrow, 
aid bored it with his goal; sull annually 
the kmMpgERoR OF Curna at the equin:x 
performs the like rise, in deference to the 
great Ruler of the Heavens, Iis ouly 
superior, and the only object whom he may 
condescend to worship in his capacity of 
heaven's represevtat.ve on earth. But 
having gohe so far afield. we may profitably 
pursue the subject a little further ; T’ien is 
in fact the modern Chine-e representative of 
one of the oldest of religious generalisations. 
The idea is found in praciica‘ly all the clder 
religions of tbe worl as tbe ‘eity who 
presides over the Sky, and whose power 
stretches from zeuith to horizon all round. 
As lord of the over reichiny sky, he has 
command of the steurms and the thunder 
nod his name as stret-ber or thunderer- - 
fur the two fade almust ing naibly one irte 
the other—is to be found in nearly all the 
principal languages of Europe and Asia, 
The Greak word fonos, implying both a 
spanning and a aeund, is a good exanple: a 
similur one is found iu the Gothic than-ya 
to stretch, extend, aud old Saxon Thunar, 
thunder, the Litin fon-itru. But in all 
these languages we find a form of the word 
applied likewisé to the great Sky God. ori- 
ginally the Extender” but who in all came 
to be likewise the ‘“Thunderer” who wields 
his bolt for the punishment of tle evil-doer. 
It is instructive to fia-] not only the sme 
idea, but the same word entering into 
the eurliest Chinese with which we ure 
acquainted, the Shi King. In its old 
ballads, which both chronologically an] in 
subject matter may be compared with the 
balladry woven into the epics of Homer, we 
find the Sky G.d invariably spoken of as, 
Tiientse, for the appl cation of this term tu 
the reigoing sovereign djd nyt occur till ces- 
turies later, when Coow ¢atl long ceased io 
be anything more than a mére name. But 
the w-rd, now called in modern Chinese 
‘’ientse, was in the old days pronounced 
T’ien-er, or Thuaar, the tse betng only 
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Chioa as the sound represented by ers. In 
the Ballads, and Aoi bly in the Luh-Yue, 
the Wang is spok-n of as acting under the 
orders of T’ientae; i: the seaund verse of 
the ballid mentioned (Shi, II. iii), we are 
told in so many words :— The Kiog takes 
cummard of the expedition. As the vice- 
regent of T’ientae'’ uot here the “son of 
Heaveu ”’—an invention of later days—but 
the “Spincer” himself, whose realm in- 
cluded all underthe heaven. ‘T'ientse, thus 
becomes the early Chinese equivalent «of the 
Getic Thunar, better known to us in his 
Nourse title of Thor; but uut only of the 
Norse Thor, Lut es well of the Vedic Indra, 
whose name and attributes we find to have 
beea precisely simil r. 

But we cin go rurther afield. Whea the - 
Hellenes, 18 descendants of Herakles over- 


ran (ireece, and dispossessed the old: « 


Pelasgic inhabitants, they yet respected - 
their exalted deity, the northern Ther: of - 
all fanes in their new country they held in 
highest reverence that of the “ Pelasgic”’ 
Zeus at Dodona in Epirus. But the name 
Dodona here betrays its origin : it is in fact 
but the Hellenic pronounciation of Getic 
{hor-tona, where the final foaa, is the same 
adjectival termiuati-n as in Cor-tona, Pope 
luna, &. Though Tuor lal given place to 
the more particularly Aryan Zeus, (the 
Sinserit Djaus, Lithuanian Devas), the 
tune, I'hue-tona, “ Place of Thor”’, still re. 
inained to show what was the real character 
of the worsh p to which it was dedictel, 
Waut of sufficient knowledge tu grasp the 
uncieut phonetic relativog of the ljuguaye. 
has in this, a3 iu 8) many other iys an es, 
been the cause of tue popular ides as t2 the 
presumed isolated nature of Ancient Ohina. 
Asa fact, tha more we study the remains 
of tie elder lioguage hauded down across 
tle atresin ofthe ages, tue more have we to 
recognise the ideutity in language and 
thought of the old settlers from the Weat- 
in Northern China, and the «ide-spread, 
fair-haired race from which we ourselves 
claim descent, and which has likewise given 
us its primitive cult and civilisation. 
BUILDING CULLAPSES 
IN HONGKONG, 


ge a ats 
(Daily Press, November 20th.) 

The public, we veuture to suggest, are 
entitled to some explanation of the Govern. 
meut's action with regard to the verdicts 
yivea by the coroners’ juries W.10 spent many 
days inquiting into the circumstances at- 
tending the deaths of several persons killed 
as the result of the cullapse of : uildings in 
the typhoon cf last July. In both cases a 
verJict of manslaughter was returned 
aygaiust the persons who supervised the 
erectivn of the buildings, In the one case 
the person committed to take his trial on 
this cbarge was a Chinaman who had 
received uo pay ment for his supervision ; in 
‘he other case the charge was laid againat 
one of the European archit ts authorised 
by the Jovernment to practice in’ the 
Colony. Au indictment was filed by the 
ArrornkyY-GeNERAL in the case of ‘the 
Chinaman; he was tried at the last 
Crimiual Sessions, and convicted. : He was, 
however, sentenced to only ove day’s im- 
prisoumeut, but the Cuig¥ Justicg cleerly 
indicated that, bad the man been paid for 
his supervision, his puuishment would have ~ 
been more severe. . So far as the evidence 
given at, the Coroner’s inquésts went, the - 
cuse agniust the European architect was on - 
all foura with thut of the Chinaman, the chief 
point of difference being that the European 


was paid for his work while the other was .. 


not. But the Arrorygy-GEnzBaL it appears 


, 


has not found a “true bill” against the 


“ Buropean. In the ordinary course, the ca-e 
should have come on for trial at the 
Criminal Sessions, but when the Carer 
Justice took his s-at on Wednesday the 
ArrorNng&y-GENERAL pleasantly informed 

. His Lordship that there were no indict- 
ments on the file. The public is thus 
left to infer that a case in which great 
public interest centred hae been quietly 
abandoned, and we may add the public 
has not been slow to make random 
guesses as (o the reason. We haye no 
heritation in eaying that it is contrary to 
tLe pablic interest that the case should 
have been, dropped without a public ex- 
planation of the reasons. What other view 
can the Crown expect the public to take 

' of the matter in the circumstances than 

that this is a glaring instance of partiality 
in the administration of the law? In point 
of fact this is the interpretation commonly 
beirg given to the matter, a’ d it is much 
to be regretied that the ATTORNEY-GENERAL 
did not find some mcans of making public 
his reason fur ueclining to file the indict- 
ment desired by the Coroner's jury. To 


suppose for one moment that the acticn of | 


-the Crown has bcen influenced by “ fear, 
favour or affection’ is absurd: the 
ATTORNEY-GENERAL doubtless had good 
reisons for thinking. that it would be 
impossible for him to secure a conviction in 
the case. This in itself, however, constitutes 
a reastn why a public explanation should 
be made. At the Coroner's inquiry it was 
pleaded on .bebalf of the architects that 
they were protected by the Government cei t- 
ficate that the housys bad been built in 
compliance with the provisions of the 
Public Health and Buildings Orvlirance.- 
Now one’ of the provisions of the 
Ordinance of 1903 referred to is Section 109 
which regulutes tle ec nstruction of walls 
and which reads as follows :—'t Every wall 
constructed of brick, stone or other hard 
- and incombustille substance sball be solid 
across its entire thickness and echall be 
properly bonded an“ substautially put to- 
gether with cement mcrtar or good lime 


Semmens 


mortar cvmposed of govd cement or 
A) 6OCSt«édime and clean suarp sand, with 
: red cr yellow earth or other suitable 


material to the eatisfaction of the Building 
Authority etc.’ The case therefore raised 
the quistiin as to whither the architect 
is entirely absolved from ‘esponsibility 
when the Building Authority and the 
Medica! Officer of Health jointly certify 
that a house “ling heen built in compliance 
with tbe Public Health and Buildings 
Ordinance.” For our part we do not think 
the Government justified in giving a certi- 
ficate in those terms. All! tal the Govern- 
ment can certify—and all, in our judgment, 
that the Government ought to be r quire] 
to certify—is that a house bas ben built in 
accordance with the plans officially approv- 
ed. But the terms of the Government 
certificate ce.tainly cover a great deal more 
than that; and it would be of public int-rest 
to know whether the ahandonmet of the 
cnse implies the Government's accepla:-ce of 
the entire responsil.itity ? We are concerne:l 
only with the general public us; ects of the 
matter, and would very much regret if our 
comments were read ug in uny sense a per. 
sonal attack upon the arch tect whose 
misfortune it is to be so conspicucusly 
connected with the mater. Nothing is 
farther f:om our intention than that. We do 
not doubt that some good reason for the 
abandooment of the ce exists,aud all we 
desire and all we suggest is that the reasou 
should be as publicly made known as was 
the fact of the Corouer’s committal of the 
architect fortrial, We urge this primarily 


\ 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 
with a view to the maintenance of public 
confidence in the impartial administration 
of jus‘ice and, incidentally, ia order that 
the general public may know whether, in 
the opinion ot the law officers of the Crown, 
builders and architects are entirely absolved 
from responsibil ty imme liately a Govern- 
ment certificate has teen granted. 


DEATH OF PRINCE CHING, 
0: 
(Daily Preas, ovember 22.) 

Itisperhaps inevitable thut the air should 
bs thick with rumours of intrigues an: 
tragedies at Peking just now, but it is 
scaicely necessary to tay t at these Sppiister 
rumours should not be uaoreservadly a - 
cepted. Following as it does socioge'y upon 
-the demise of the Empgrzor Kwana Heo 
aud the sged Express DowAcer, the an- 
nounce meant of the sudden death uf PRinck 
Curne possibly eerves to strengthen in the 
public miod the suspicion that some malign 
agency is at work in the Capital, beat cn the 
exte:mioation of all about the Court. We 
have had the rumour that the death of tle 
Fupress Dowaaerk was accomplished by 
poison sdmiui-tered by somone identitied 
with the anti-dynastic muvemnent, another 
rumour hag declared the child Emperor to 
ba dead; and now it is suggested that 
Prince CuHINa bas cumuitted suicide 
The .second rumour, certainly may be 
diswissed asa pure ii vention, and we very 
much doubt whether either of the uthers 
has any foundation in fact. Both the 
Express Dowager an! Paince Caixa lal 
exceeded the three scoe years and ten 
lrid down by the Psalmist as the natural 
span of life ; both were extremely feeble, 
and it requires no great stretch of the 
imagination ta r- alisa that the death of the 
Emperor must have thr wn upou the aged 
Empr«ss-Dowaces, and upon Prince CHING 
a load of anxiety and care which was too 
much for their eufeebled constitations to 
bear. Ln the message regarding the Princes 
death which has reached the Colony, it is 
stuted that [its HiGHNEsS was overwhelmed 
with sorrow on learning of the death of the 
Emperor and Empress Dewacer, and Was 
troubled because be was nut appoin ed to 
take partin the enthronemeut of the present 
movarch. He crnsequently feared that le 
would ‘lose face’? under the new regime 
—and the public are left to at rivute 
tie death to natural or unoitural causes, 
according to the  incliation of the 
individua reader. Those who exp cted an 
uphearnl at Peking aiviog at giving to 
Princs Catre the guardianship of the 
Throne are naturally prone to ruspicion. 
Let us hope that the long chapter of 
the venerable siate-man's useful life las 
not been terminated iu any other than 
the most peaceful maaner. By all for- 
eign diplomats who lave come into Ccn- 
tact with him, Prixcg CHING was held 
in the highest respect. As t Presi lent 
for many years of the Tsuogli-Yamen (the 
Board of Foreign Affairs) tis relations with 
the Legations were intimate. Ags +0) as 
His Highness entered upoo the duties of 
that important office, in (884, io succession 
to Paince Kuna, a grest improvement waa 
remarkel in the efficiency of that body. 
The author of “ The + nglishman in Chica,” 
the late Mr. Micure, whom Dr. Mogrison 
succeeded as Times correspondent at Peking, 
remarked of him: ‘“ Prince CHING, though 
rew to public affairs, acquitted himself like 
a gentleman, and gained the goodwill of all: 
the foreign Legations by bis Intorious efforis 
to learn his work, and to bring jastice and 
reason as well as courtesy into the 
traneaction of busivess.” The Parincr 
has ever since stood high in the 

t 


‘offices of the State and proved himee: 


te ements 
esteem of the diplomats. Nor will it ‘be 


forgotten that in the Borer emeute of 1900 
the massacre of all who were confined in 
the Legations was averted only by the de- 
lays caused by his courageous action 
in pleading for the lives of the 
fureigners, and representing the short- 
sightedness of the policy that would sacrifice 
them. Hrs HroaHness since he entered 
public life has filled many of the bighest 
ao 
enlightened aad a capable statesman. The 
nation at this critical junctare can ill-afford 
to spare him, and we cao confilently say 
that in the Legation quarter at P:kiog His 
Hiuanges's death sill be recognised af & 
seriuus loss to China. At a time when 
the nation is on the very threshold of a 
reformation it is a natioual misfortaae to 
lose the valuable help of a statesman of the 
commanding ability and wide experience of 
the late Presiden. of the Waiwopa. Bat 
regrets are vain and we have only to add 
that His Htauxess goes down to the 
grave full of \ears and honours--revered b 

bis owo people and honoured and respe 
by the diplomatic repreeentatives of the 
leading nations of the world. 


Pod 


RANDOM REFLECTIONS. 


What a quick change was noticeable in the 
dress of our citizens this week! On Wednesday 
men and women were shores their light 
aummer attire, but through the night winter 
made ita presence felt and people on risi 
straight to their wardrobes and their trunks and 
brought out warmer garments to meet the 
decidedly “parky” feel of the atmoephere. 
Overcoata too have become fashionable all at 
once. The cold snap however helps us to realise 
that Christmas is near. 


*e 
vealed realised that Christmas 
ig near. Despite the general depression and the 
dropping dollar the purchasing power of our 
European residents never was stronger than it 
has been this last week. Wherever I went I 
encountered friends and acquaintances on aes 
ping bent or else helping to swell the crow 
which daily besieged the registration department 
of the Post Office. Notwithstanding the protests 
of the native shopkeeper that he “ makeo lose" 
at the price to which he had been beaten down, 
his smile seemed more expansive than ever these 
last few days, and the parchasers who did not 
buy until the closing days, learned to their cost 
that the prices of many articles had gone o 
gince the beginning of the week. r 
there is nothing like the advice given in chea 
sale announcements at home ‘come early an 
avoid the crush.” 


Shopkeepers ha 


* 
* e 
Perhaps at no other time in the year does the 
low dollar pinch so many 8s the present. 
Friends at home have to be remembered, yearly 
accounts hare to be met, and the necessary 
remittances call for s greater expenditure than 
is necessary when the dollar has a higher sterl- 
ing value. It is “hard lines” that the dollar 
ahould reach its lowest exchange value just at 
this time of the year, but we must take 
the bitter with the ahora 


e ¢ 
The law is a hass. So must we think when 
we read that according’ to & Police Court 
magistrates decision the householder who is 
of a aeighbour’s 


di 
this he ats 
convert himself into s pedestrian, ® passer-by. 
If he walks past the dog and it barks at him he 
can ptosecute with some prospect of success the 
owner of the offending animal, bat should he 
“chance to dive near to it—well, that is his mis- 
fortune. He must grin and bear it—unless an 
accident happens to the dog. 
* 
HE. the Governor and party had « trip to 
Macao yesterday, but I have not heard how 
fared at “ yat, yee, sam, sxe." 
* ¢ 
That versatile nobleman, 


been 
“to break bank,” but like all 


November 23, 1908.] 
has'a plan somewhere. I have mot a number of 


‘Macao trippers who also had systems, but, sin- 
ly enough, none of them had cular! 
Sie 


ces at the 


@ 4 

Tha members of the A’ D. C. are working 
hard at “ Tho Country Girl”. It is a big un- 
epraiang, tet we have the talent in Hongkong, 
if only the Talent can afford to devote the 
Keapore A om to the practices, which are now 
almost daily. The piece is to run for six nights, 
commencing on December 2nd, and I am sure 
the performers can rely on the public showin 
its appreciation of their efforts in the aver 
manuner-—bumper houses every night. 


* 

Some people have teen taking the Sanitary 
Board to task for not having the courage to 
make expectoration in public p 8 punishable 
offence, but as the Chinese have suffered so much 
in the past from unintentional oppressive legisla- 
tion, we can quite appreciate the hesitation of the 
Board to add another to the list of “thou shall 
note.” At the same time no one will gainsay 
the neceasity of measures to restrict the filthy 
practice which is so offensively patent on the 
sidewalks and in. buildings where Chinese loiter, 
but the great point to be remembered is that 
their ways are not our ways and that we cannot 
expect to Europeanise a Celestial by legislation 
or visits to his domicile by uniformed inspectors. 


: e*6 
Our enna courts are dull and prosaic 
compared with those at Manila. I have just 
read a “comic drama” which took place in 
Judge Crossfield's court the other day, between 
Dominador Gomes and Felipo Buencamino. It 
“doesn’t ‘matter how the argument began, but it 
~had not proceeded any great length when. Buen- 
camino's abilities as a lawyer were called in 
question by his opponent and in reply he in- 
sinuated that the other man did not cut much 
ice sr Sesce had lost face with the Filipino 
people. mez retorted with some reflections 
on the ancestry of his rival, and the fire 
continued until the judge told them to 
“shut up.” The second scene in the 
comedy took place at the adjournment when 
Buencamino “ who feared the violence of the 
doughty doctor, who is held to be a scrapper af 
no mean ability", beat a hasty retreat to the 
sanctum of sanctums of the Supreme Court, the 
library, and when Gomez pursued him thither 
he stood at the door and threatened him with 
terrible anathema should he dare to cross the 
threshold. Gomez thereupon camped on the 
outer side of an imaginary line drawn from post 
to post of the doorway and held Buencamino 
Pee in the library for the space of half an 
our, all the while heaping insult upon the head 
of the vernerable attorney, the two consigning 
one-another to hotter climes and less congenial 
surroundings. At length a ourious crowd 
gathered to watch the show, and word of the 
disturbance of the peace having been carried 
to the sheriff, that official appeared on the 
soene and restored harmony for the time being. 
Everyone then started for the street where the 

wordy warfare was continued. 

ROpERICK Ranpom. 


HONGKONG. 


The Corinthian Yacht Club of Hongkong 
has now a membership of 250 and a fleet of 
42 yachts and motor boats. 

The autumn crop of rice is being harvested in 
the Shatin district. The result all round is a 
poor crop this season. 

Mr. T. H. King has been appointed to act as 
Assistant Superintendent of the Hongkong 
Police during fhe absence on leave of Mr. P. P 
J. Wodehouse, or antil further notice. : 

The public are eagerly looking forward to the 

- AD.C. production of “The Country Girl” in 
the first week of December. It will be a costly 
production for the Club, for special scenery, and 
dresses as well as new and original effects are 
required. Mr. John Robertson, as the stage 
manager, has undertaken no light respon- 
sibility, but _the splendid proofs he has 

aly. supplied of his knowl of stage 
craft abundantly assure the community that they 


can look forward to the performance of “The 

Country Girl” with full confidence that it will 

be pe se the high standard of all the 
wo) 


_ Previous rts of the Club. 


Ritchie intends to retire. It i expecte 
Mr. Ritchie will return to the 

time next month. The good ;wishes of his 
many civilian friends. as well as 

the f 


John Hastings 
Hastings) was di 
tion of Mr. F. B. L. Bowley. Crown Solicitor. 
was re-arrested on a charge of arthed robbery and 
murder. i 

An interesting function place at the 
King’s Park Range, Kowloo on the 16th 
inet, when Major Chitty ahd the officers 
of the Mahratta Regiment ‘held an 
home “ 
of prizes won at the recent meeting of the 
United Services Rifle Association. 
cellency the Governor attended and distributed 
the prizes. The largest number of cups went 
to the Middlesex Regiment, the 
the native regiments also coming in for a good 
share. Music added to the attractions of the 
afternoon. Cheers for His Excellency concluded 
the proceedings, 


- CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 
A commencement has been made with the 


works in connection with the Admiralty dock, 
one of the worksho 
be probably a year 
tion is compl 


having started. It will 
fore the pumping installa- 


A batch of 40 deportees arrived from Singa- 


pore by the s.s. Hong. Bee on Nov. 17, and hare 


n quartered in the compound ht the Central 


Police Station. They will be forwarded to their 
homes in China in due course. * 


After a service of seventeen{ yeats in the 
Hongkong Police Force, first-glass Inspector 
that 


omeland some- 


is comrades in 
orce. will go with him. 


The extradition case in whith the Chinese 


Government sought the surrender of Chan Sum 
Cheung on a char 


of armed raqbbery with the 


jurisdiction of China was concluded before Mr. 
J. R Wood at the Magistracy on the 10th inst. 
The defendant. who was represented by Mr. 


of Messrs. | Hastings and 
ged, but pn the applica- 


“at 
on the occasion of the presentation 


His Ex- 


officers of 


On Nov. 14th pretty wedding was solemnised 


at St. John's Cath when Mr. G. Moreton 
Smith, of Dodwell and Company, was married 
to Miss Annie Irwin, of Belfast. Mr. Blason 
acted as best man, and the bride waa attended 
by Misses Doris and Veda Grimble and Dodo 
Ritchie. 
and the service was fully choral, Mr. Denman 
Fuller presi 
“The Voice that breathed oer Eden" 
“O perfect love.” 
Mr. E. G. Barrett at whose residence. Hazeldene, 
8 reception was afterwards held. 
couple later left for Macao where the honeymoon 


is to be spent. 


Thé Rev. F. T. Johnson officiated 


gatthe organ. The hymns were 


and 
The bride was given away by 


The happy 


Commendador Joao J. Leiria, Consul-General 


for Portugal and Brazil, was “ At Home,” at his 
residence, “ Duart,” Arbuthnot Road, on Sunday 
the 15th inst. on the occasion of the 19th birthday 


of His Most Faithful Majesty. the King of 
Portugal, Dom Manuel II. The 19th an- 
niversary of the Independance of the Republic of 
Brazile was also duly honoured. His Excel- 
lency the Governor called on the Consul 
on the previous day, as he was going 
to Macao on the 15th. Among those who 
called to offer congratulations were His 
Excellency General Broadwood and his A.D.C., 
members of the Consular Corps and numerous 
civilians. A magnificent blue and white, 
splendidly worked silk national flag was on view, 
which is to be presented to the Club Lusitano 
by Mrs. J. Leiria. Consul-General J. J. Leiria 
subsequently left for Macao to attend the official 
ball given by the Governor of Macao. 

A heterogeneous collection of articles was 
offered for sale to the cosmopolitan assemblage 
on the compound of the Roman Catholic Cathe- 
dral on Sunday the 15thinst. There the annual 
charitable bazaar held under the auspices of the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul took place, and 
attracted as large a crowd as in former years. 
The compound, which was lighted up by 
numerous Chinese lanterns, presented an 
animated ap ce, and the music discoursed 
by the 13th Rajputs enlivened the proceedings. 
The most attractive illumination was the pic- 
ture in transparency of the patron saint of the 
Society, the work of Mr. M. Baptista. 


The various stallhalders conducted a thriving 


business, His Excellency the Governor being 
present and lending a helping hand to the cause 
of the promoters. The was continued 


on Monday evening. 


cents 


An interim dividend of 


oa 
acoount of 1908, payable on the 27th inst. is 
announced by Mesars A. 8. Watson & Oo. 


His Excellency the Governor has been 
leased, with the approval of the of 
tate for the Colonies, to appoint Mr. C.: MeI- 
Messer to be Poatmaster-General, Mr. J. H. 
Kemp tobe Head of the Sani ent, 
Mr. J.R. Wood to: be Deputy and 
Appraiser, Supreme Conrt, and Mr. G. N. Orme 
to i Assistant Land Officer for the southern 
district of the New Territories, with effect from 
November 18th. ? 


The first annual athletic meeting of th 
recently formed Hongkong Amatenr Athletic 
Association was held on the 14th inst. 
King's Park. Kowloon, and proved very su 
ful. There might have been more starters in 
the various events, but those who did come 


forward made a very good erhibition. The — 


hurdle race was perhaps the most in 

event of the programme, with the ae 
of the mile for Asiatic troops. 

were awarded by Sir Paul Chater, Messrs, R. 
Shewan, H. R. B. Hancock, F. B. Deacon, the 
Kowloon Cricket Club, the Staff of the Eastern 
Telegraph Company, and H. K. V. & Officers’ 
Mess. ; 


Special services were held on the 15 inst. in the 


Roman Catholic Cathedral tocelebrate the golden - 


jubilee of His Holiness and on Monday High 
Pontifical Mass was celebrated, the officiatin 

prelate being His Lordship Bishop D. Possoni, 
assisted hy the Very Rev. Fr. Robert, Proour- 
ator of the Mission Etrangéres ; the Rev. Fra, 
Agostini, Spadg and Leong, as Deacons, and the 
Rev. Er. Lu as sub-deacon. At 5.30 pn. the 
hymn ‘Tu es Petrus” will be sung, aj short 
sermon in English was preached, and/ this 
was followed by an exposition of the Holy 
Sacrament, Te Deum,and Benediction. 
choir sang selected hymns in conolusion. 
The Cathedral and St. Joseph's College were 
iNuminated. 


The net proceeds of the recent Bazaar held 
under the auspices of the Hongkong autho 
Children's League amount to $1,000 which 
be divided amongst the following charities :-— 


The Hildesheim Mission Blind 

School ...0 0.0 66. cee tee tee 

Victoria -Home and Orphanage, 
Kowloon... 0. cee tee wee BOO 
Baxter Mission School ... 100 
Italian Convent ee ase ave 100 
French Convent... ........... 50 
Diocesan Girls School ... ... ... 5O 
Berlin Foundling House... ... BO 
London Missionary Society... ... 50 
$1,000 


The Queen's College magazine remarks that 
it is peculiarly gratifying to find in the first 
batch of 36 students selected by examination to 
enter the Customs College at Peking no 
fewer than fourteen are from Queen's College— 
thirteen appearing on this year's roll. The writer 
im the magazine adds: “The success of these 
boys is one of the most remarkable «recommend- 
ations we have ever received, and one of which 
we are emphatically proud. The more the list 
is examined, the more reason wo have to feel 
elate : for of the seventeen successful candidates 
at the Canton centre, all but three are our 
pupils. We are told that among the nineteen 
other boys from the rest of C there- are 
probably some old Q.)C. boys. We shall be 
glad to hear of them when their identity is 
satisfactorily established. From candidates who 
sat at Canton, we learn that above five hundred 
candidates offered themselves on the first day. 
After an examination in English and 
conversation, this number was reduced to eighty- 
one. It waa these boys who were examined on 
the three subsequent days. The first two days 
were occupied he pellaceae ye oh ytion 
metry, Grammar, graphy, on, 0a, 
Chinese to Engiish, rnd English to Chinese ; 

on the last day, the subjects were Chinese Fi 

letter in Chinese, and explanation of 
from the Four Books. It will be seen that the 
examination was long and searching. Those 
who came through the ordeal with flying colours, 
have cause to be satisfied. We heartily congra- 


tulste our boys on their Floreat 


Collegium Reginae!” s 


The 


x 


Alt eanintot. 
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THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


"an The { er—A, cyclist may knock’ down amp 
CANTON. Settee tes eae eae ogee DAIRY FARM COMPANY, 
a ee need ra try to shield the Lance Corporal. LIMITED. 
[FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT. | Wi 7 repeated that he aid ae see the —teomn 
Lance knock the woman down. They An extraordinary eral meeting of the 
‘ November 14th. | were travelling at the time at about six miles an | shareholders in the s : Comp is ‘held 
HEGULATIONS AFFECTING NATURALISED hour. on the 17th inst. at the offices of the Company. 


FORKIGN SUBJECTS. 

The Central Authorities have instracted the 
Viceroys of the different Provinces in China to 
enforce the following new, regulations concern- 
ing Chinese who have become naturalized 
foreign subjects and who are still residing in 
Ciina :— 

~ 1. Chinese who are foreign subjects will not 
be permitted to reside or travel in the interior of 
China as they -wish. 

2. They will not be permitted to join the army 
and the police force in China. 

3. Such persdns will not be allowed to attend 
meetings of the various associations in the 
interior of China. 

4. Such persons will not be permitted to in- 
stitute actions in any of the Chinese Courts. 

5. The children and brothers of all such 
persons will not be permitted to enter any of 

Government colleges and schools for 
education. i 

It is reported that the Viceroy of Canton has 
received instructions to enforce the above re- 
gulationsin the Kwangtung Province. 

FIDELITY BONDS REQUIRED. 

As a result of the embezzlement of Magistrate 
Wong Po Sum, His Excellency the Viceroy has 
notified the heads of all Civil and Military 
Departments in Canton that all officials in 
charge of Government funds must furnish bonds 
with substantial sureties and that those who are 
unable to furnish such bonds are requested to 
send in their resignations. 

Tt is reported that Wong Po Sum left Macao 
a few days ago and is now on his way home to 
his native village in Chekiang. He is stated to 
have been hiding in Macao since he absconded 
from Canton. ~His wife, four concubines. and 
several children are now confined in the Nam 
Hoi Prison. 

ENGLISH CHEMIST FOR THE NAVAL 
. COLLEGE AT WHAMPOA. 

Some time ago Taotai Wei Han. Director of 
the Naval College in Whampoa, telegraphed to 
the Chinese Minister in London to engage an 
English chemist for the above named institution. 
It is reported that the chemist is expected to 
arrive here next week. The Chinese Government 
are providing temporary quarters for the 
chemist in the Military College in Whampoa. 

OPIUM SMOKERS ARRESTED AND FINED. 

Recently the police here arrested many people 


* in hotels, private clubs. and coolie houses for 


smoking opium without licenses and fines vary- 
ing from 50 cents to 810 were imposed on the 
offenders. The Police officers cautioned them 
that if they should be caught repeating ie | 
offence, the fine will be doubled. All opium 
apparatus seized by the police was confiscated. ‘ 


_ FATAL CYCLING ACCIDENT. 


¢ 


At the Magistracy on the 20th inst. before 
Mr. J. H. Kethp, sitting as coroner. and a jury 
composed of Mesers. R. 8. Judah, H. R. B. 
Hancock and C. M. Meyer. an inquiry was 
held into the cause of death of a Chinese woman 
named Tsu Cheung. who was run over by a 
cyclist at Yaumati on October 30th, and died of 
a ruptured n. 

Dr. McFarlane, medical officer in charge of 
the mortuary at Kowloon. deposed to making a 
postmortem examination of deceased on October 
31st. -He found the cause of death to be 

- haemorrhage, following a ruptured spleen, 

Such rupture might have been caused by 

being knocked down bya bicyle, but 

a fall would not necessary have caused it. The 
spleen Was very much e ged. 

Private W. Geyer of the Middlesex Regiment 
spoke to being out cycling on October 30th with 
Yjance-Corporal Leuken. They were returning 
from Kowloon City when the accident happened. 
"Witness was about ten paces behind. He heard 
the Lance Corporal ringing his bell, and on 
locking. ahead he saw 6 Chinese woman trying 
to do him. Witness did not see Lance 
Corporal Leuken touch her with his bse fe 

_ cand the woman passed him muttering some 
in Chinese. - 


that deéeased had skin brnises on the arm and 
hip. It seems curious that she should get those 
bruises without being knocked down ? 


Corporal Lenken in barracks, questioning him 
abont the accident which Leuken admitted. and 
telling him about the woman's death. 


quence of a report made to the Yaumati 


[ying near a bridge. He had it removed to the 


The Coroner—The medical evidence showed 


Witness—I did not see her fall. 
Lance Corporal A. Leuken of the Middlesex 


Regiment deposed that on the 30th of October 
while cycling near Yaumati he saw a Chinese 
woman in 
ground He rang his bell when about 25) 
yards distant. 
the road and the woman did not seem to realise 
his presence until he was on top of her. She 
appeared to be frightened, and did not know 
which way to turn. Eventually she gave a 
short tarn to the right. 
whether the handles touched her, bat she did 
not fall. Seeing she walked on, he took it for 
granted that there waa nothing the matter. 
Witneas first heard of her death on the 18th 
instant. 


front of him looking on the 


He waa riding in the middle of 


Witness did not know 


Police Sergeant Mills testified to seeing Lance 


Lukong 173 told the Court that in conse- 


Police Station he proceeded along the Kowloon 
City Road, and found the dead body of a woman 


Mortuary. 

A Chinese schoolmaster residing at Station 
Street, Yaumati. alzo apoke to finding the body 
of deqeased on the roadside. 

Tung San. husband of the deceased, said his 


30th.. 


The jury found that death was due to | ex 


hemorrhage following a ruptured spleen. 


ARRIVAL OF THE BUFFS. 


On Nov. 20th the troopship Duffatn arrived 
here with the 2nd Battalion of the East Kent 
Regimenton board. Disembarkation was proceed - 
ed with at once and before dark most of the 760 
men were landed. They were accommodated at 
Mount Austin. Murray Barracks and in tents 
pitched on the parade ground. The troopship 
was 23 days on the voyage from Durban. The 
Middlesex Regiment will embark as soon as the 
othere have left the ship and the Dufferin 
will sail for Singapore, the destination of the 
Middlesex, on Monday. 

The officers serving with 2nd Battalion Eas. 
Kent Regiment are:—Lieutenant-Colonel R. 
Bayard. D.8.0. (in Command); Majors C. C. 
Cobbe and W. A. Eaton; Captains C. D. K. 
Greenway. 8. L. P. Barker. C. A. Worthington. 
Brevet-Majors H. Findlay, H. H. Baird. D.8.0. 
R. G. D. Groves-Raines, H. L. Archer-Houblon 
F. W. Tomlinson (Depot); Lieutenants 
H. W. Green. E. B. Chichester, L. H. 
Soames. F. C. R. Studd, L. Fort. J. 
Crookenden. H. B. Potter (Adjutant), E. G. F. 
L. Gould, R. P. Wedd, J. V. R, Jackson. H. A. 
Thewles, and W. R. Stainforth (Quartermaster); 
Second Lieutenants C. E. G. Davidson, I. C. 
Innes, J. 8. Sill, Hon. P. G. Scarlett, G. Q 
Henriques, D. H. Anderson and H. D. Collinson 
Morley; Warrant Officers Sergeant Major A. 
Barton, and Bandmaster C. B. Hewitt. 

Lieut. Col. Bayard served in the South 
African war as garrison adjutant and as station 
staff officer at Kroonstadt. He took part in 
operations in the Orange River Colony and was 
twi¢a mentioned in despatehes. He was 
rewarded with the D. 8. O. and holds the medal 
with two clasps and the King’s medal with two 
clagps. 

ee ee eee 


An important branch of trade—that in copra 
—is now very hard hit in West Java in 
consequence of the coconut crop being ouly half 
that of last year, owing to recent stormy 
weather when the trees were in blossom. This 


—— 


‘ failure of the crop will lead to a heavy rise in,‘ 
& | the price of copra, and holders!who wait until 


dearth sets in niay reckon upon huge profits. 


4 ‘ LES PT ES PIT ELE Eres eet, 


solution : 
be increased by the sum of $112,500 divided into 
15.000 shares of 87.50 each and that the Directors . 
be authorized to allot such shares prorata among 
the existing shareholders accerding fo the num- 
ber of shares in 
the 27th day of October, 1908, be 
the proportion of three new shares for each gom- 
plete lot of five shares held by them on that date, 
and that any of such new shares remaining over 
ftar such allotment shall be dealt with by the 


Mr. E. H. Lc pretegh Paiva hc ~ pam ara also 
present Dr. Noble (di 
sécretary), J. M. E. Machado, B. J. 


), Mesars by romeo 
wok Siu Hing and Chan Tong. se 
The Secrerary having read the noti 


convening the meeting, 


The CHAIRMAN proposed the following res 
“That the capital of the Company 


of which they may, on 
red, in 


irectors in the:r discretion.” 
Mr. MACHADO seconded and the resolution was 


carried unaniniously. 


The CHAIRMAN in proposing the second 


resolution eaid—The present articles of associa- 
tion bind usr down too long a time within which 
we hare to close our books, and as we aro adding 
to our articles of association we thought it as 
well to rectify this particular article. 
resolution was as follows : 


The 
“That the Articles of Association of the 


Company be altered by deleting patagraph 2 of 
Article IX and b 


substituting therefore the 
paragraph :— 


followin Pp 
“2. The register, or registers, of share- 
holders and the register of transfers may be 
closed for such period or periods and at such 
wife was, paying a visit to Yatmati on October | time or times a the Directors may think fit, but 
ary or periods of such closure shall not 


in the whole 30 days in any one year,” 
r. CHAPMAN seconded, and the resolution 


was carried unanimously. 


The CHAIRMAN—These resolutions 


"which 
to be confirmed at a subsequent meeting which 
will be held a fortnight hencé. Thank you for 
your attendance, gentlemen. 


-_ 
— 


EMIGRATION AGENT DUPED. ~ 


Before Mr. J. R. Wood at the Magistracy 
on Nov. 19 an earth coolie was prosecuted by an 
emigration agent on charges of assault and 
robbery. 

From theevidenceit appeared that complainant 
approached the defendant at Yaumati and asked 
him if he would emigrate to Singapore. Defen: 
dant said he would, and was boarded and lodged 
by the complainant for three days. Then he 
waa transferred to s boarding house in 
Hongkong, where he spent a day at the 
emigration nt's expense. After reflecting 
on his intended trip he decided not to go to 
Singapore, and informed the cee t that he 
had changed his mind. He an old mother 
here to support, he said, and if he went abroad 
he might never see her again. The emigration 
agent then demanded that he should refund 
the expense to which he had been put, but the 
coolie informed him that he had no money. 
Defendant was then taken into the boarding’ 
house, soundly thrashed, and released, Hap- 
pening to pass the same boarding establishment 
yesterday afternoon, the defendant was 
pulled inside by the complainant and about four 
other men, and once more he was beaten. Buton 
this occasion he turned, and picking up 6 piece of 
iron, struck the emigration agent a blow on the 
head, inflicting s nasty wound The complainan: 
then proceeded to 

r McH 


that the defendant had 


accompanied the complainant to his house, and 


‘tness called by the complainant said the money 
fell on to the floor, and the defendant snatched 


t. “ ey 
His Worship did not telieve the story 
for the prosecution, and dismissed 


w 


+ 
sumati and reported to 


the case.: 
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‘their inward and homeward routes, 


November 23, 1908.] 
HONGKONG GENERAL 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 
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Minutes of a monthly meeting of the General 
Committee of the Hongkong General Chamber 
of Commerce held in the Chamber Room, 8t. 
George's Building, on Thursday, the 12th 
November, 1908. at 4 pm. Present :—Hon. 
Mr. E. A. Hewett (Chairman), Mesers. A. 
Babington, J. W. C. Bonnar, G. Friesland. 
D. RB. Law, E. Shellim, J. R. M. Smith. H. E. 
Tomkins and E. A. M. Williams (Secretary). 

A MINUTES, 

The minutes of the meetings held on the 13th 
and 25th July, and 29th October. 1908, res- 
pectively, were confirmed. 

VICE-CHAIRMANSHIP. 

The CHAIRMAM proposed that Mr. D. R. Law 
be elected Vice-Chairman. ; 

Upon Mr. Law regretting his inability to act 
he proposed Mr. J. R. M. Smith. 

The CHAIRMAN seconded the proposition, 
which was carried unanimously 

. COMMITTEE. 

The Committee very much regretted the 
untimely death of Mr. R. Brodersen. The filling 
of the vacancy was left over to be considered at 
a future date. 

COLOUR OF TIME BALL AT KOWLOON. 

Farther letter from Government ---- 

No. 4540/1908. 
Colonial Secretary's Office. 
Hongkong. 17th July. 1908. 

Bir—In reply to your letter of the 10th 
instant, I am direc to inform you that as 
the dimensions of the Time-Ball Apparatus 
cannot be varied in any particular, effect can 
only be given to the proposal of Messrs. 
Butterfield & Swire by raising the height of 
the tower. 

2. His Excellency the Governor is not 
prepared to make any such structural alteration 
in the tower at the present time and I am to 
point out that even if the alteration were made, 
it would not provide entirely against such 
contingencies as a junk sailing across the line 
of sight near a distant vessel at the critical 
moment.—I am. &c.. 

(Sed.) F. H. May. 
Colonial Secretary. 
The Secretary. 
Chamber of Commerce. 
SEVENTH CONGRESS OF CHAMBERS OF COM- 
MERCE OF THE EMPIRE 1909. “ 

Letter from London Chamber :— 

Oxford Court, Cannon Street, 
London, E.. 26th June, 1901. - 

Dear Sir,—The majority of Chambers having 
given their vote in favour of accepting the 
invitation to hold the next Congress of Chambers 
of Commerce of the Empire in Australia, the 
Congress Organising Committee in London 
recently confirmed this choice, and notified the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce of Australia 
accordingly. 

The draft of the general programme of events 
has now been received by the London Chamber 
from the Hon. William Knox, Chairman of 
the Organising Committee in Australia. ax 
follows :— 

: (a) The Congress will te held in Sydney 
about 14th September. 1909. 

(b) The Federal Reception and sub-Con- 
ference will be held in Melbourne about 28t 
September. ; 

It is assumed that Delecates will enter the 
Commonwealth at :— 

(a) Brisbane in the East via Vancouver. from 
Great Britain and Canada. 

(b) Freemantle in the West via Suez and 
Colombo, from Great. Britain, India and the 
Fé East. 

(c) Direct from South Africa and New Zealand. 

consequence, therefore, of Delegates arriv- 
ing from the East and West and tha possibility 
of their being unable to retrace their steps over 
our extensive territory. it is assumed that there 
may be only a full gathering of Delegates at 
Sydney, Melbourne: and Adelaide. Therefore, 


. Delegates entering from the East end West 


we be shown the resources of Queensland and 

est Australia and be entertained there o 

dates being fixed for that purpose. The visit to 

= is proposed to be made from Mel. | 
urne. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 


Without limiting the time of any! Delegates, 
is is estimated that the arrangemeuts for collec. 
tive examination and entertainment in the 
various states will occupy about the periods as 
set ont hereunder, excluding intervals for travel 
between States :— 


Queensland . 6 days . 

New South Wales 12 _ | «,, (Including) 
Victoria Pe . 9. (Congress ) 
South Australia . 6. 

Tasmania ; aD 

Western Australia 6 


The Congress and general arrangements will 
be under the control of the Gentral Committee 
appointed by the Associated Chambers of -Com- 
merce of Austrafia for that purpose. 

Each State will form its own Committee for 
arranging visits to places and ohjects of interest 
for demonstrating the industrial resources of 
Australia and for entertainment within each 
State. Special facilities will he made for visits 
to representative sheep stations, tvpical indus. 
tries ete., 


Assurances are received from each State that 
all arrangements will be most complete, and the 
comfort. and interest of visitors will be well 
eared for throughout. 

A full list of hotelx and private apartments 
will be sent to all Chambers invited to the Con- 
gress and arrangements made for special rates 
where possible. housing arrangements being 
allocated ta a xpecial Committee in each State. 

The Commonwealth (rovernment. and each 
State Government are 2Ferlne every facility 
to Devates. whies tle tauiway Comiuixsioners 
in tie several States have agreed to give the 
Delegates a free paxx over the Railways. and 
special rates will be arranged with the inter- 
Colonial steamers. 

The P. & OQ. and Orient Companies will 
recommend a considerable reduction in pas- 
senger ratex. but that matter requires to 
be settled by the Head Office in London. 
and negutiations are now proceeding 
with those Companies and with the Union 
Steamship Company, the Canadian Pacific 
Railway and Atlantic Liners for corres. 
ponding reductionx. Similar Pisotition will 
also be undurtaken with the Cape Lines, 

It ix expected that a“ Rouhd the World” 
rate will he secured at £100 for the above routes 
either way. 

The Chamber of Commerce in each Capital 
City will act ax Agents for vixiters and make 
arrangements as required hy them and in con- 
nection therewith Ladies’ Committees are to be 


formed to receive Ladies whe axccampany 
Delevates. : 

The Congress has been promised the active 
co-operation and = axsistauce of all other 
bodies connected with the primary and 
and manufactoring interests in the various 


States of the Commonwealth.” 

An iuvitation has since been received for a 
visit to the princ cities of New Zealand, 
which would mean leaving Enjrland ten days ta 
a fortnight earlier. The Committee have not 
been uble to decide whether such a visit is 
possible, but would be glad of your views. 

“It may he added that since receipt of the 
foregoing. it hax been ascertained that the 
principal steamship lines will be prepared to 
arrange return tickets to Sydney. via Suez and 
Colombo, fer £100. giving separate facilities to 
Delegates who may desire to return by a 
different route, and the “round the world” 
ticket will he reduced to £120 

It ix. Jeohaps, unnecessary for me to dwell 
upon the importance of this Congres« being 
thade a great succesx, and of the delegation 
being ax representative and influential ax 
possible. To this end it ix very desirable that 


the details. contained in thix Circular should be . 


laid before the Execntives of all Chambers of 


Commerce of the Empire and communicated to ° 


Members, with a view to advising me as early ax 
possible how many yentiemen and ladies are 
likely to attend from your locality. Copies may 
be had for this purpoxe on application to me 
Yours faithfully. 

Kenric LB. Mupgay. Secretary 


The CHAIRMAN expressed the wish that the . 


Chamber should be represented at the 7th 
Congress of the Chambers of Commerce of the 
Empire, the -Representative to be one of the 
Members of the Committee. if possible. The 
matter was left over for further consideration. 


ATTEMPTED OPIUM MONOPOLY AT CANTON. 
Letter from Messrs. David Sassoon & Co., 
and other signatories — 
Hongkong, 23rd September, 1908. 
D. R. Law, Esq., . 
Chairman, Hongkong Chamber of Commerce. 
8iz,—We beg to submit herewith copy of a 
letter we have to-day addressed to Mr. Harry 
ar ge ae B. M's Consul Siew Canton, _ 
which we have protested i C) 
action of the Provincial perro of fhe Two 
Kwangs, which we submit, if carried into effect, 
will seriously restrict and hamper the sale of 
Raw Opium in the Kwang Tung Province. 
We shall be glad if your Chamber will de all 


in its power to farther our protest. 


We have &c., 

Davip Sassoon & Co. Ltd.—E. Shellim, 
E. D. Sassoon & Co.. 

E. PABANEY, 

8. J. Davip & Co., . : 
PuirozsHa B. Petit & Co— 

p.p. 8. D. Setna, . 

Tata Sons & Co.,—p.p. B. D, Tata, 
CAWAS8JEE, PALANJEE & Co., 

P. F. Tauatt, 

H. M. E. Nemazee. 

M.H. E. Excias. ° 


Enclosures. 
Hongkong, September 23rd, 1908. 

Harry H. Fox, Esq., 

H. B. M's Acting Consul General, Canton. 

St13.—We have the honour to bring to your 
notice translations of the following documents ; 
copies of which are enclosed : — 

1. Notification dated * Kwang Sui, 4th Year, 

8th Moon, 9th Day “ (4th September, 1908), 
purporting to be issued by the Provincial 
Judge, the Colonial Treasurer, the Pre- 
xident of the Re-Organization Board and 
Superintendent of Police of the Province 
of Kwong Tang. 
Form of Licence referred to in the Noti- 
fication proposed to be issued by the 
Two} Kwong Tung Coast Defence and 
Reorgeanization Board to Native Shops 
authorising them to buy and sell by retail 
raw opium. . 

3. A Licence referred to in the Notification 
proposed ta be issued by the same Board 
for xmokers of opium authorixsiag the par. 
chase by the individual mentioned in the 
Licence for foreizgu and native opium from 
native shops. 

The Notification statex that the provisions 
contained therein will come in force and become 
operative on the Ist day of the 7th moon, (25tbh 
September, 1908). Under the circumstances 
iherefore, it would appear thut no time should 
be loxt in protexting against the action of the 
Provincial Authorities, which. for the reasons 
hereafter set forth, we contend ix wholly illegal 
and contrary to Treaty. 

The Notification provides 
Authorities shall make :-- 

(lL) « Clear investigation into the number of 
shops selling and prepared opium in every 
city, town, village and hamlet. : 

(2) That the local authorities shall 
those shops registered. 

(3) That the authorities shall then grant 
them licence for carrying on their business 
ie. of xelling raw and prepared opium. 

(4; ‘That after ascertainment and registration 
of the number of opium shops in the Pro- 
vince of the Two Kwangs, no new opium 
shopx doing busines in the buying ahd 
relling of raw and prepared opium may 
be esta blixhed. ' 

(5) All opium shopy are to be licenced and the 
licence is to be renewable every year and 
any shop either buying or selling raw opium 
without having a licence is liable to he 
siezed and shut ap. 

(6) Individuals who wish to purchase raw 
opium must procure licences and produce 
them to the shop to enable them to purchase 
the raw opium from that shop. It is 
incumbent on that shop to see that the 
purchaser has a licence enabling him to 
purchase the «pecified amount and no other 
quantity than that specified in the, 
licence. The purchaser has to hand over 
to the opium shop one copy of the 
licence on purchasing and retains the other 
himself. Purchasers without a licence ars 
subject to arrest and panishment. 


~ 


that the local 


have 
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We contend that the Government of China scheme is permitted to be enforced specially in { M. H. E. Enzas, ‘ 
having by Articles 5 and 10 of the British the present unsettled and unsatisfactory state | CAWASJEE PALANJEE & Co., - 
Treaty of Nanking 1842 expressly agreed to of. the Opium Trade owing to the action | C 
¢ abolish the practice named in article 5 of the of the Chinese Government in closing up; Cable to Sir John Jordan, K.C.M.G., == 


Treaty, and having agreed to :— 
“ Permit British Merchants to carry on their 


Commerce strongly protest 


the public smoking dens, and importers, in | Chamber . 
Kwangtang Authoritiesintroducing ~ 


view of the further uncertainty of demand from | action 


“Mercantile transactions with whatever those who would hold a monopoly, would curtail | obstructive regulations and attempting 
“ persons they please ~ importation, which would mean a material re- . opium monopoly (stop) Regulations 
it is abuse of this Treaty if’ the Provin- duction of their purchases from the Government | to come into force 
cial Kuthorities of the Two Kwangs are allowed of India’s monthly sales. to-morrow (stop) Action calculated 
to carry into effect the enactments contained in We think, therefore, that it is advisable to ! very seriously affect British 
‘the Notification above referred to. It is obvious lay the matter before you, xo that immediate trade and contrary Treaty 
that if Clauses, 1. 2 and 3 are carried into steps may be taken to xtop the regulations being j Rights (stop) Chamber's opinion 
effect, the result will be that a certain number carried into effect, and we trust that you will | is no regulations should 
of native establishments xelling raw and pre- support usin protesting against this proposed | be permitted which will 
ared opium will be ascertained, registered and infringement of our treaty rights. | restrict free sale of 
Hoensed. and this will curtail the sale of raw In further support of our contention we | opium imported in accordance 
opium, and only the native establishments would heg to refer yon to the following :— with ayreement between British 
registered and licenced will he competent to Article V. of the British Treaty of Nanking ; Chinese Governments providing gradual 


purchase. raw opium from the British vendor, 
and whether the purchass liv the native shape he 
made direct or through an agent. the resuit 
will be the same. In effect the British Met-: 
chant will have his trade cut down to the: 
limits af those whe are permitted dy the! 
Provincial Austhorities of the Two Kwanes_ 
to trade with him. Such oa menopely 
would prevent other dealers from prurtie? patina. 
in the Opiuin Trade. thus destreving healthy | 
competition and therehy crippling: business and | 
causing heavy loss to importers wha will be at j 
the mercy of the fow native shops whe held | 
licences authorising them ta purchase raw! 
opinm, Holders of lieenees wenld dae she 
combine to dictate purchasing puiees veeling | 
confident of their  pesition as Meu polite 
in the Trade. | 

! 


lo! 


We subinit that the scheme is iHogieal and is 
contrary to Treaty. and ix illegal. 

With regard to Clause 4, viz:—" that after 
ascertainment and reyistration of the nurber of { 


opium shops in the. Province of the Two] ° 


Kwangs no new opium shops doing business 
in the buying and selling of raw and prepared 
opium may be established“. the result of this! 
clause will be that a monapaly will be created 
amongst a certain; humber of existiny opium | 
shops, which shops will, as time poex on. de- 
crease in number by vither tar retirement from 
_businese, (b) seizare and closure by the aufheri- 
ties of shops for an infringement or alleged 
infringement of the law (c} the purchase ly 
capitalists of the shops and of the licences. | 
In the course of time, therefore, the sale of 
raw opium will be in the hands of a few. thus 
creating a monopoly. — In this regard we would 
point out that it would be obviously for a native 
to judge whether or uot a licence was a prenuine 
licence. Ifa licence presented hy a purchaser is 
found to be false, the proprietor of the opitin shop 
is liable to have his shop siezed and shut up, and 
he would sustain the loss of his entire capital 
through no fault of his own. This would open 
the door to fraud inasmuch as false charges 
could be trumped up apatinst opium shops in 
order to get then sezed and closed in order to 
obtain the forfeiture of their capital to the 
Chinese Authrities. ‘I'lis again will ultimately 


result in the authorities farming the lcenced |, 
shops out to those capable of paying heavy + 


sums for them over and above the ordinary 
licence fees. ; 

If these conditions are to prevail, native 
merchants will be chury of entering into the 
business, and the trade will cousequently get 
into the hands ofa few traders. We predict 
that in a short space uf time the Provincial 
authorities either by closing the existing shops 


or by farming them out to a few. will 
get the whole trade into their own 
hands, thus creating a monopoly. which is 


expreally contrary to the Treaty of Nanking. 

‘With regard to Clause 6, on each and every 
occasion that an individual wishes to purchase 
opium, this burdensome precedure has to be 
carried out, and on each occasion the purchaser 
has to pay a licence fee. This will of necessity 
hamper trade and prevent freedom on the buying 
and selling of raw opium. 

We contend that all the regulations 
as we have in some detail painted ont. 
form the nucleus of a monopoly which will 
monopolise the raw opium trade in the Province 


of the Two Kwangs into the hands of a few]. 


individuals, and possibly into the hands of the 
Provincial Government. 

It would also be greatly prejudicial to the}, 
interests of the Indian Government if sucha 


13.12. : 
The Government of China having compelled 
the British Merchants trading at Canton 


ta deal exclusively with certain Chinese 
Merehants, called Hong Merchants (or 
co-Hony) who had been licenced by 
the Chinese Government for this pur. 
peso, the Emperor of China agrees to 


abolish that practica in future at all ports 

- where Lritixsh Merchants may reside, and ta 
permit them ta carry on their Mercantile 
transactions with whatever persons they 
please; and His Tinperial Majesty farther 
avrees te pay to the British Government 
the sume of three millions of dollars, on 
account ¢f deliats due to British subjects by 
some of the said Hone Merchants, er co- 
Hong, who have heeame insolvent, and who 
owe very large sng of maney to subjects 
of Hor rittanic Majesty.” 

Article X of the sune ‘Treaty :— 

Hix Majesty the Emperoravrecs to establish 
at all the parts which are by Article IL of 
this ‘Treaty to he thrown open for the 
the resort of British Merchants, a fair and 
regular ‘Tariff of Export) and Import 
Customs and other dues, whieh Uariff shall 
be publicly uotified aud promulgated for 
general information; and the  Ruiperer 
further cupuares that. when Britixh Mer- 
chanudise shall have once paid at auy of the 
said ports the regulated custems and dues, 
agreeable of the tariff to le hereafter fixed, 
such merchants fe any province or city in 
the interior of the Rmpive of China, on 
Tuiving a further amount as transit duties 
which shall not exceed per cent. on the 
tariff value of such goods. 

Article XLV of the French Treaty of Tientsin 
of 1858. “Aucune nocicté de commerce 
privilegice ne pourra dcxorinaix sctablir en 
Chine, et il en sera de meine de toute 
coalition organisée dans le bat dexercer 
une monopole sur le commerce. En cas de 
contravention au present Article. les 
autorites chingises, sar lex representations 
da consul on de agent consulaire, aviseront 
les noyens de disscudre de sembles associa- 
tion dont elles sefforeeront ailleurs de 
prevenir Vexistence par lex prohibitions 
prealahles, afin d¢carter tout ce qui pourrait 
porter atteinte a la libre concurrence. | 

also to the correspondence entitled (An Opium 

Monopoly at Nanking“ 

Appendix to the Report Hongkong 

Chamber of Commerce, 1907. 


Finaliy we submit that so long ax the Indian j 
f the Ponpy | 


Government cultivates the growth 
and sells opium, it is loyical that anylinterference 
with Treaty Rights with regard to the sale of 
opium in China should be taken to compel 
China to carry out and fulfill her Treaty 
obligations. i 
We xubmit further, that the Chinese (rovern- 
ment xhould not be allowed to make any re- 
gulations contrary to Treaty which will affect 
the free sale of opium from India, the growth of 
which, under agreement between the British and 
Chinese Government ix to be reduced gradually 
over a period of years.— We have &c. : 
Davip Sassoon & Co. Ltp.,—E. Sheellim, 
E. D. Sassoon & Co., 
8. J. Davin & Co., 
E. PaBANEY, 
Putrozsua B. Petit & Co.—p.p. 8. D. 
i= Setna. 
Tata Sons & Co.—p.p. B. D. Tata. 
P. F. Tauatrt, 


é 


H. M. H. Nemazesg, * 
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Letter from Government :— 

Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Hongkong, 3rd October, 1908. 

Sir.—I am directed to inform you that His 
Excellency the Governor has this day received 
a telegram from His Majesty's Minister at 
Peking who states that he Was made verbal re- 
presentations to the Wai Wu-pu and given 
them s memorandum regarding the ium 
Monopoly at Canton. The Wai-wu-pu have 
promised to telegraph instructions to the 
Viceroy on the subject. 

2. I shall ba obliged if you will be good 
enough to communicate the contents of this 
letter to Messra. D. Sassoon & Co., and the 
other signatories of the letter addressed to 
tue on thix subject on the 25th ultimo.—I am, 
Ac., : 

F. H. May, 
Colonial Secretary. 
The Sceretary, 


Hongkong Chamber of Commerce. 


Reply to Government :— 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, 9th October, 08. 
Str.—I am directed to express the thanks of 
my Comunittee for your letter of the 2nd 
instant having reference to the Opium Mono- 
poly at Canton, and to state that the contents 
thereof have been communicated to Mesars. 
David Sassoon & Co., a8 requested. I am, &o., 
E. A.M. WriiiaMs, 
Secretary. 
Hon. Mr. F. H. May, C.M.G., 
Colonial Secretary. 


Letter to Messrs. David Sassoon & Co, :— 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, 7th October, 1908. 

Gentlemen :— 

I have the honour to forward for the infor- 
mation of yourselves and co-signatories to the 
letter recently addressed to the Chairman of the 
Chamber on the subject of the recent proclama- 
tion of the Provincial Government of Kwang- 
tung regurding the sale of opium, a copy ° 8 
letter received from the Government of Hong- 
kong in response to the cable of protest de- 
patched by the Chamber to Sir John Jordan. 
Tam, &c., ; 
\ E. A. M. Wrivyiams, 

Secretary. 


Letter to Sir John Jordan :— 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, 9th October, 1908. 
S1r,—I have the honour to confirm this 


| Chamber's cable to Your Excellency of the 14th 


September reading :— 

“Chamber Commerce strongly protest action 
Kwangtung Authorities introducing ob- 
structive regulations and attempting opium 
monopoly (stop) Regulations to come into 
force to-morrow (stop) Action calculated 
very seriously affect British trade and oon- 
trary Treaty rights (stop) Chamber’s opinion 
ig no regulations should be permitted which 
will restrict free sale of opium imported in 
accordance with agreement between British 
Chinese Governments providing gredual 
reduction ™. 

I am directed to forward a copy of the 
letter and enclosure to the 
Chairman of the Chamber by the Opium 
Merchants in Hongkong. 


‘ 


November 23, 1908.) 


My Committee now learn with much satis- 
faction that the question has been successfully 
dealt with by Mr For, H. B. M's Acting 
Consul-General at Canton. 

I am directed to add that my Committee 
greatly appreciate the prompt action taken by 
Your Excellency in averting what would have 
been a t injury to British Trade interests. — 
I have te 

F.. A M. Wrinrrame. 
Secretary. 


REGISTRATION OF TRADE MARKX 
AND DESIGNS. 

Letter from Government :— 

Colonial Secretary's Officer. 
Hongkong. 9th Oct.. 1908. 

Sir—I am directed to state for the informa- 
tion of your Committee that His Excellency the 
Governor has under consideration the question 
of amending the law of this Colony relating to 
the Registration of Trade Marks (Ord. No. 6 of 
1898), and that in this connection a letter has 
been received fram the China Association re- 
questing that assurance may be given that the 
protection afforded to British Trade-Marks 
under the proporgd Convention between Great 
Britain and Japan for the mutual protection of 
their trade-marks in China and Korea will 
extend to marke registered in Hongkong. 

2. After careful examination of thix sulyect, 
His Excellency concludes ‘hat it is clearly not 
possible for the Hritish Governinent. te extend 
protection in Japan, China and Korea ta marks 
i beta in Hongkong or in other Colonies, 

ess the Imperial Government itself controls 
such registration. i.e. unless the marke are 
registered in the United Kingdom. (Otherwise 
a mark might be registered in Hongkong either 
by a British or Non-British Firm, which was 
the exact fac-simile of a mark registered in 
the United Kingdom: and in that case 
the Imperial Government would be pledged 
to extend. protection to two identical 
marks against each other. This difficulty 

‘could, however, be overcome by requiring that 
as, in the case of letters patent. trademarks 
should not be registered in this Colony until 
they “have been registered in the United 
Kingdom. 

3. On the other hand it has been represented 
to His Excellency that the majority of British 
merchants in Hongkong deprecate the expense 
and delay which would be involved by prior 
registration in the United Kingdom; that. as 
their marks are not used in the United Kingdom 
registration there is of na use to them: and that 
all they desire to. obtain by registration in 
Hongkong is the local protection of their trade- 
marks, 

_ 4, As His Excellency realizes that in deciding 
this matter the interests of the local Hritish 
Merchants are entitled to his chief consideration 
T am to request a definite expression of apinion 
from your Committee as to whether British 
Merchants in this Colony desire by registering 
their marks in Hongkong merely to secure local 
protection or whether they desire to secure 
protection in China. Korea and Japan as well, 
and I am to add that in the latter case His 
Excellency is of opinion that prior feistration 
in the United Kingdom will be indispensable 
as a condition precedent to registration in 
Hongkong.—I am, &c., 

o F. H. May. 

Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary, : 

Hongkong Chamber of Commerce. 


Reply to Government :— 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Hongkong, 23rd October, 1908. 

Siz,—I have to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 9th October (No. 2692/1908) 
stating for the information of my Committee 
that His Excellency the Governor hag under 
consideration the question of amending the law of 
this Colony relating to the Registration of Trade 
Marks, and inviting an expression of opinion ax 
to whether British Merchants in the Colony desire. 
by registering their marks in Hongkong merely 
to secure local protectiin. or’ whether they 
desire to secure protection in China, Korea and 
Japan as well; in which case His Excellency is 
of opinion that prior registration in the United 
Kingdom will be indispensable as a cundition 
precedent to registration in Hongkong. 


‘fo protect 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT 


In paragraph 2 you state that His Excellency 
thinks it is not possible for the British Gavern- 
ment to extend protection in China, Korea and 
Japan, to marks registered in Hongkong. or in 
other Colonies, unlesa the Imperial (Government 
itself controls such legislation, i e unless the 
marks are registered in the United Kingdom. 

If this view of the matter he accepted the 
alternatives with regard to which an opinion is 
invited have inevitably ta be faced. hut [ ama to 
point out that there is another riew of the mat- 
ter which affecta the question This other view 
is that reyistration deew “not confer a right 
Rights are conferred by usage. Reyistration is 
only one of a aumber of safeguards to «ach 
rights If the latter view ix correct there ap. 
pears ta be na good reasen why the Hritish 
Government should not protect marks regictered 
in Hongkong, bat not in the Unitel Kingdom, 
in so far ag to accept that registration as evidence 
of a claim of prior usage. 

Thus in the event of the claims of a mark 
registered hy a British jsubject only in the 
United Kingdom conflicting with the claime of 


tokens.“ Under well-framed regulations such 
currencies have been found convenient and 
profitable. But it requires years of a 
paration to be ready for such a measure, which 
can by no means be attained at one step. The 
finances of China are in confusion and the 
stagdardising of the currency is an urgent 
necessity If actual gold coins were to be 
taken aa the standard unit. it would be 
dificult to raixe the a amount; while if 
gold were merely taken nominally as the 
«tandard unit, grave dangers would be incurred. 
It is evident therefore that we rxhould first 
standardise and render anifomn the = ailver 
currency. and then carefully proceed to take 
measures for a further advance; with a view to 
accuring the adoption of a gold standard in the 
future 

The memorialista have pointed out that the 
use of the tael and its fractions has been so long 
extablixhed that it would be difficult to mbetitate 
any other denomination in its place. The 
Committee of Finance in a previous memorial 
alxa recommended the determination of the tael 


a mark registered by a Uritizh suhjeet only in; as the «ilver coin to be ted. 
3 J A | 


Hongkong, it would be possible for the Tinperial 
Government to protect in China the one whieh 
could prove rights conferred by prior assis 
The effeet would be ta pretaect by local 
registration the marks of British subjects in 
China. Korea and Japan, as well ax locally, bat 
the marks of other sulsjecta only 


J doeally. which seems te meet the meen fienalty 


| 


ae a ee Ee eee ee 
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Under the impression that this vew ot 
Tights of prior aeage te sapperted bs thee spuret 
of the Enylish iw npon the sobyect. andl hising 
refard to the extretie foeal imeetvenience af 
compulsory repistmition in Che lonited Koes dom, 


thre, salves 


We themfure command that a larger silver 


jcoin shall be struck weighing one K'ap'ing 


tael. aml tat larye quaatities of silver coins 
weoychiny 35 of uo Kouping Tael shall also be 
minteal for yeaeral convenience in use. Also 
there shall be xmall pieces of one mace and 
of five candareena, of less pare silver, which 
Wee serve ae xutalisry currency. The two 
eons afersaid shall be 980 fine, while 
ther We stale siver pocces will be 880 fine. 

Plas sitter curreucy, except in so far as cal- 
culations under PreaGes and Agreements with 
Foreurn Uowers will require to be made as be-' 


my Committee wanid recamuuene that st shoal pcete. stall be nnuiforuty ased by all Yamena, 


not be made a can btien precetont te prey stro ree dtar staallo aim fening: or the Provinoea, in 


tion in Honekeue in the new ordinnes whieh 
His Excelieney proposes te enact 

Loam. Ae, 

RON OM Wuarttuwe. 


Seeretars 


j Hom MrT RE Mays co MG. 


Colenial Secret iry 


THE CURRENCY QUESTdON 
The following let er was read 
Colonial Secretary's Offer 
10th November. 1408 


Sik, With reference te omy letter No. 
5778 1904 of the 25th Ausuxt 1904. 1 am 
directed {o transmit) for the information af 


your Chamber the enclosed copy af a despatch 
from Sir Jolin Jordan dated the 22nd ultima — 
Lam. de. Your obedient servant 
FOH Muay. 
Colonial Sesretary 
The Secretary, 
Honekony Chaunber af Commerce 
British Lepeation, 


Peking. 22nd Oetaber, 1908 


Str. With refereuce te any despateh of 8th 
January last. [To have the honour ta transimit 
herewith to Your Excellency copies of an 


Imperial Deeree issued on October Sth. and of 
the Memorial of the CGroverninent Couneil upon 
which it was based ordaininy the introductian of 
an uniform silver curreney throughout the 
Empire of which a coin weighing one K’u Ping 
or Treasury tael ix to be the unit. 

[have thoneht it might be possibly he of use 
to Your Excellency and the Chamber of 
Commerce to have an authorised translation of 
these documenta. 

T have the hononr to be, de. 
J. oN. JORDAN. 
His Excellency Sir F. J.D. Lupard. 
K.C.M.G.. C.B. DS.Q0. (Groverner and 
Commander in Chief. Hongkong. 


Translattan. 
DECREE. 
Peking (Crazette, 
Sth October. 1908. 

An Tuperial Decree in response to a memorial 
of Prince Ching and other Ministers of the 
Government Council. and of Prince P'u-lun and 
other Members of the Senate. who. in obedience 
to our Commands, have deliberated upon the 
subject of uniform national currency. 

A standard currency ix the foandamental 
principle of public finance, and various countries 
have adopted a gold coin as their unit of value, 
with a subsidiary currency of silver and copper 


andimest Lirewasury Uransactions, and all allowan- 
ees far diiercnes of weight or toach, or meal 
Ae. Xe. shail henceforth be perpet: 
torfeicben 


Teses y 

[ew Che Crovernom General and Clovernors of 
Provinces examine the coud:tions in their jaris- 
Watieat wil devise meaus in conjunction with 
tie Lone of Binanes for determining afresh, 
either by iuereasing or decreasing as the case 
ay be, the allowances and rice money of ter- 
riterial authorities und tax-collectors while on 
duty together with expenditure for travelling 
ou tae publi service, and let the rates be 
pably ust opeuly by proclamation so that the 
pectiatans of cierks may be abolished for ever. 

As revarnds the diversity of silver currency 
In the vartous provinees, and the-differeacas of 
touch, which give dishonest traders and market 
dealers the oppertunity for demanding discounte 
and profits off cach transaction, grievous injury 
stadt ted thereby ou all classes, and the Board 
ot Finance as new commanded to issue stringent 
revrulatiens forbidding such practices in the 
future. with the view that ma given number of 
years the uafional silver currency inay become 
coupletely uniforiu. 

Until the new coinage has been minted in 
sufficlent quantities the dollar and subsidiary 
silver pieces in use iu the Provinces, a8 well as 
the svcee may be used as before, for the time 
being. on the market, and treasury payments 
tuay still he made in aycee for tha present, but 
Inust vear by year be diminished by the substitu- 
tion of the new silver coinage. On these 
questions let the Board of Finance carefully 
consider the circumstances and take satisfactory 
xteps for the execution of this measure. 

Let thix Decree be generally circulated in all 
parts. 

Treneldtion 

MEMORIAL OF THE GOVERNMENT COUNCIL 

(HUI [ CHENG WU CHU) ON THE QUESTION 
OF A UNIFORM NATIONAL CURRENCY. 

The Special Envoy to America, Tang Shao- 
Yi, having memorialised the Throne on Septem- 
ber 22nd, praying that effect should be given to 
all the Articles of the Commercial Treaties, and 
that the question of currency should be speedily 
determined, the present memorialists were 
commanded .to deliberate and report thereon 
without delay. 

As the ‘Parone is aware, the question of 
currency has been considered repeatedly by 
high authorities in the Capital, and investigated 
and reported upon by all the Provincial 
Authorities, Special Memoranda on the subject 
have also been submitted by Chang Chih-tung, 
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renience of open ports or trading ports. 


their use than to adapt a tael currency. 
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La Ch'uan-lin and Yuan Shih-k‘ai, os well as 
hy the board of Finance; all of which, under a 
Decree of April 26th. were handed over to the 
Government Council and the Senate for consi- 
deration. All this shows sufficiently the great 
care which has been bestowed by the Throne 
on this impertant question. 


Now, the freedom of communication through- 


out the world renders this question of currency 
of -atill greater import than ever before. if we 
were to follow the rest. of the world we should 
adopt a gold standard. But if the present con- 
ditions prevailing in China be our guide, we 
should use a silver atandard. Moreover, if the : 
principles underlying the development of cur- 
rencies be examined. it will he found that 
between the extre me af copper and gold! 
there must always he the intermediary | 
stage of a silver currency; and for ‘these 
reagons it is bath right and suitable that China 
should now begin at‘first. with a silver standard. 

But although the adoption of a silver currency 
has been unanimously advocated, there has been 
by no means the same nnity of opinion as to 
whether it should be a tael or dollar currency. 
The present memorialists have considered this 
point most profoundly, and from the reports af 
the Governors-General and Governors of Pro- 
vinces that eleven Provinees favour the tael 
against eight in favour of the dollar the remain- 
dev either advocating the use af hotheancnr- 
rently. or proposing the intrednedien of a new 
coin of 7 mace. 

T'ang Tach’en in bis Memorial also favoured 
the tael currency; and from the point of view 
‘of national dignity it seems to us that we ought 
to try and stand alone. and that we cannot afford 
to throw away our sovereign rights in order ta 
gratify the wishes of others; while from the 
point of view of the people we should fallow a 


_ course suitable to the greater number, and nat 


change a tradition of the country for, the con- 
This 
is, as much a fundamental principle for our 
‘guidance in making the enactment to-day, as it 
will be an essential factor for the future success 
of the measure itself: and as we have dealt with 
this point in previous Memorials there is no 
need to elaborate it further. We naw propose 
merely to present a few of the principal argu- 
ments on both sides in the prohlem of-adopting 


- a dollar or a tael currency. 


From the point of view of public convenience 
it has been said that as a large supply of dollars 
already exists. it would he simpler to extend 
But 
it must be borne in mind that in every 
place where dollars are used it is always 
in combination with sycee: while in all the 
places were sycee is used it hy no means follows 
that dollars are also current. 

Chinese dollars were originally coined in 
order to oppose the invasion of the Mexican 
dollar, and it seems to us that if a national 
currency is specially established. everyone will 
have perfect confidence therein. 

As regards the ohejction that the higher 
denomination will tend to raise the cost of 
living, while a small denomination will tend to 
economy in prices. it must not he forgotten 
that, besides the unit of value there must he 
fractional currency. and that a 5-mace piece will 
prove more convenient than one of 7 mace. 
Moreover the bulk of the people in their daily 
life mostly rely upon the copper currency, and 
if this has an unimpeded circulation there is no 
reason why habits of extravagance should be 
engendered. . 

Tt has been arjrued also that the value of a | 
dollar approximates that of 1000 cash. and that 
with the principal and fractional ¢cin so 
conveniently related calculations are simplified. 
But as long as the legal ratios of the 
currency are not fixed the market 
rates must constantly vary. and as nearly all 
the public and private transactions involve 
exchange between silver and cash the sub- 
stitution of dollar values in place of the tael 
would only result in producing a complication of 
of odd fractions. 

Another argument is that in all currencies 
coins should be reckoned by the pieces and not 
by the weight. .But just as Dollars can be 
reckoned by the pieces, so also can the taels once 
they are struck into coins. and while the trouble 
of conversions and discounts will be saved, such 
coins will also fulfil the condition of correspond- 
ing in weight to their inscribed denomination. 
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To extend our argument further afield : in all 
our transactions with other countries, foreign 
obligations have always been liquidated in terms 
of taele. The Native Customs revenue, also, is 
expressed in terms of K'n ping taels. Foreign 
Commerce is carried on entirely by means of 
exchange calculations. and the price of the pound 


sterling fiuctnates with the state of the silver 
By nsing a tael currency transactions } 


market. 
can all proceed as before. and the extended use 


of such a coin cannot fail to prove advantageous. | 


The coinage of a tael currency was recom- 
mended hy the Council of Finance. In Hupei 
and the New Dominion a tael currency has been 
in use for some years, The Board of Finance 
also held that if a silver currency were to be 
adapted there could be no hari’ iu using a tael 
cain. 


This, then, is alxe our present decision: and . 
we have further moreadopted the suggestion of | 
Tuan Fang to cain a large quantity of 5 mace ; 


pieces (half taelx) to be of eqnal enrrency witht 
the tael coins and be legal lender for any amount. 
Besides these 2 coins we propose that there 
should he 1 mace and 12 mace (5 candarcens) 
pieces, as subsidiary currency. These coins will 
in the future take the place of the 10 cent and 5 
cent pieces of the past. and will prevent. the 
rise of prices or difficulties in the daily life of 
people, besides forming part of our preparations 
for a gold standard. 


As regards the national dollar eoined by the 
Board of Finanee the year before last. as an 
experiment. the intention was ta — make 
use of this coin temporarily, as being known 
ta the people and casy to establish, 
if an uniform. currency is to be sought, the 
standard can only be fixed after far-reaching 
investigation, aud the present memorialists have 
formed the conclusion, after carefully weighing 
all considerations. that the long-established use 
of the tae] and its fraction—the mace, candareen 
and mil—can hardly be altered or abolished. 

‘The most suitable weight for the standard 
cain will be the Kin Ping tael: and as regards 
fineness, it will he remembered that from the 
minting regulations drawn up by the Council of 
Finance and sulinitted to the Throne, it appeared 
that a tael’s weight of so-called * full toneh 
silver, as generally used throughout China. 
actually contained when melted only 98 or “99 of | 
a tael af pure silver: and they proposed therefore | 
that a tael and 5 mace pieces should be °98 fine j 
and 1 and 2 mace pieces ‘85 fine. 

The recent memorandum of the Board of 
Finance observes further that Chinese sycee has 
never actually been 100 per cent fine. Recent 
analysix have shown that the best does not 
reach 985 touch. Supposing therefore that 
coins of 100 per cent pure silver were struck. 
the use of broken silver could not well be 
suddenly abandoned ax soon ax the new coinage 
aay aud this. together with the use of 

exican dollars and Chinexe Provincial Dol- 
lars—which are all -6 odd in fineness while 
passing for 6 odd of pure silver would lead to 
illicit melting down of the heavier coin, as in- 
variably happens under such circumstances. In 
the memoranda of Chang Chitung. Lu Chuan. 
lin and Yuan Shih Kai it was abserved 
that in the absence of a gold currency the 
unit must be 100 per cent fine though the 
subsidiary coinage could be about 9 touch. 
But objections have not heen wanting. ta show 
that a pure coin would he too soft for ordinary 
ue. 

Now it will he found jhat the Russian gold 
rouble piece weighs 6554 grammes of which 
anly 6 grammes ix pure gokl. The Japanese 
gold yen, again. weighs 222 mace of which 
only 2 mace ix pure gold. The remainder 
ixalloy. but in use it all pageex for pure 
gold. The same ik found in all countries | 
Though we have nof yet started a gold currency. 
and temporarily use silver to take itx place. we 
must certainly follow the same plan. From 
recent experiments in minting we find a silver | 
tael coin with the addition of 3 per cent. alloy | 
makes a strong and clear ringing coin. Of 
course the expense of minting has to be con- | 
sidered and the labour and alloy. which ix ! 
estimated at 3 per cent.. can be paid for out of 
the profita accruing from the subsidiary coinage. 
If this is unsufficient the profits from the copper 
currency could be drawn upon, and if that is 
still insufficient there remain the profits on the | 
peper currency 


But ! 


FRNovember- 23, 1908 
| (The rest of the Memorial contains no further 
, suggestions of importance.) : 


PROHIBITION OF IMPORTATION OF MORPHIA 
INTO CHINA. 
The following letter was read :— 
Colonis Secretary's Office 
. 2nd November, 1908.4 
Str.—I am directed to transmit for the in- 
‘formation of the Chamber of Commerce the 
enclosed copy of a despatch from His Britannic 
‘ Majesty's Minister at Peking with copy of the 
; Notification issued by Sir J. N. Jordan.to His 
' Britannic Majesty's Consuls at the Treaty Ports 


‘in China. 


Tam, ke.. 
. F. H. May. 
; Colonial Secretary. 
The Secretary. : +. 
The Chamber of Commerce. 


Peking, 16th October, 1908. 

Sir. I have the honour to transmit here- 
with, for Your Excellency’s information, copy 
of x despatch which I have addressed to aie 
Edward Cirey on the subject of the proposal of 
the Chinese Government to prohibit, under 
Article XI of the Mackay Treaty of Septem- 
her 5th, 1902. the importation, except for medi- 
cal purposes, of morphia into this country. 

On the receipt of a Neto from the Wai wu-pa 
informing me that tle ‘Ureaty Powerr had all 
consented to the enforcement of the prohibition 
I telegraphed to His Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs propos- 
‘ing to publish a warning notification to British 
| subjects, I have now received Sir Edward 
} Grey's approval of this procedure, and the 
i notification, which forms enclosure 4 to m 
i despatch ix accordingly being issued throug 

His Majesty's Consuls at the iieaty Porta. 

A King’s Regulation making the Chinese 

Decree of prohibition binding on British 

: subjecta will shortly be promulgated. I have &c., 
J.N. JoRDAN. 


His Excellency, 
Sir F. D. Lugard, K.C.M.G.. C.B., D.8.O., 
ke. &e. &e. 


Crrealar 
British Legation. 
Peking. 10th October 1908. 
Sik. -[ encloxe for your information and 
yruidance copies of correspondence with the 
Waiwupu in regard to Article XI of the 
British Chinese Treaty of September 5th 1908, 
(Prohibition of the general importation of 
Morphia.) which it has been agreed shall be 
brought into operation from January Ist 1909. 
You are requested to issue the Notification to 
British subjects which is enclosed, and to take 
whatever steps may be necessary to secure the 
proper fulfilment of the Treaty provisions pend- 
ing the ixsue of a King’s Regulation whioh is 
under consideration.—I have &c., 
J.N. JORDAN, 
Hix Majesty's Consul. 
Tranalation. 
PRINCE CHING TU H. M. MINISTER. 
Peking. 28th September, 1908. 
Sir. --With reference to the question of pro- 
hibiting the im portation of Morphia into 
China, I have the honour to inform Your 
Excellency “that ax a result of repeated repre- 
sentations on the part of this Board to the 
varioux Foteign Representatives in Peking. 
replies have now been regeived from each, signi- 
fying the concurrence of their respective 
Governments in such a measure; and whereas 
effect xhould be given to this decision as soon as 
possible, it ix now intended to prohibit the 
importation at any Chinese port, of Morphia or 


| instruments for its injection from January let 


1909. 

As regards the supply necessary for medical 
purpoxex, the following method of procedure has 
been elaborated :— : 

~ Any foreign doctor wishing to import-mor- 

phia must execute a bond before his Consular. 
Authorities declaring that it is for his.own 
uxe or solely for use in a specified hospital." 
~ Any foreign druggist wishing to import 
morphia must similarly execute s 
before his Consular Authority pledging 
himself not to retail it without a fordgn 
doétor's prescription, and even when & 


Re ty Pn ge 
‘Prescription is produced, that he will 
sell small quantities. 

The Consular Authority will thereupon trans- |; 
mit the bend and the exact details of the 
amount to be imported to the Imperial |. 
Maritime Customs, and when the Imperial |. 

_ Maritime Customs have issued a special 

a | exe the consignment may be landed. 

“ Any infringement of the terms of the bond 
will debar the offending party from ever 
obtnining permission in the future to 
import Morphia. 

The Tariff duty to be levied on such importa- 
tions will be reduced to five per cent ad 
valorem. If consignments are imported 
without a xpecial permit, they will be.con- 
fiscated by the Customs. Consignments 
already afloat j revious to January Ist, 1909, 
will be ted a reasonable time-limit by 
the Imperial Maritime Customs, within 
-which they. may be imported, but such 
consignments will be subject to the present 
rate of duty and will not benefit by the |’ 
reduced scale.” 

“Finally, whereas China agrees to prohibit 
the manufacture of morphia and appliances 
for its injection by Chinese tradespeople. ; 
the Powers also agree to prohibit the 
manufacture in China of.morphia or appli- 
ances for its injection by any of their 

. nationals.” , 

The above ar(ic'e. rr; re: cut the arrangements 
which were agreed upou between China and the 
Powers for prohibiting the mcrphia traffic and 
in communicating them to Your Excellenev, I ! 
Have:the honour to request that Uiev may le | 
bronght to the knowledjre and attention of all 
British subjects. 

While awaiting also the honour of a reply. I | 


avail, &¢., 


PRINCE CHING. 


# British Legation. 
Peking 10th October. 1908., 

« “Your Highness—The conteuts of Your 
Highness’ Note of September 28th to the effect 
that, the Treaty Powers having all agrreed to its 
conditions, Article XI of the British Chinese 
Treaty of September 5th 1902. on the subject of 
the prohibition of the importation of morphia 
would be brought into force from January Ist. 
1909, were submitted by me to His Majesty's ' 
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
by telegraph, and I am now in receipt of tele- 
graphic instructions expressing the assent’ of ; 
His Majesty's Government to the course pro- 
posed by the Chinese Government. 
- Notification in this sense will be issued at all 
His Majesty's Consulates in China ax svon ux 
practicable. 

-  Tavail myself of this opportunity to renew 
to your Highness the assurance of my highest- 
consideration. 


His Highness 
Prince Ching 
Ke. &e. 


J.N. JORDAN. 


Ac. 
NOTICES. p H 
‘Colonial Secretary's Department. | 
No. 784.—The following Notification issued hy, ; 
H.B.M.'s Minister at Peking to H.B.M.'s! 
Consuls at the Treaty Ports in China on the | 
subject of the prohibition of the importation of | 
morphia and instruments for the injection on | 
and from the Ist January. 1909, ix published for 
general information: a 
F. H. May. a 
Colonial Secretary. | 

2nd November, 1908. : 


NOTIFICATION. 

Under instructions received from His Majesty's | 
Secretary of State for Foreign A{ffairs. the un- 
dersigned hereby notifies British subjects that 
His Majesty's Government has agreed to the 
enforcement, from January Ist, 1909. of Article’ 
XI of the Treaty which was concluded between‘ 
Great Britain and China at Shanghai on 
September 5th, 1902. : 

Krom January the Ist 1909. the importation. | 
of morphia, and iystruments for its injection, 
into China will consequently be prohibited by 
the Chinese Government. Due provision wilf 
however be made for the importation into Chins 
or.morphia and instruments for its injection for: 
medicinal. purposes, and all British subjects, 
concerned are requested to ascertain without 


d 
ad od 


| do what others do. 


| world. 


from the nearest British Consulate the 
od of procedure to be followed in that 
regard. 
J. N. JoRDAN. 
H. B. M. Minister. 
British Legution, Peking. 
10th October, 1908. 
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NEW Y.M.C.A. BRANCH AT 
WANCHAIL. 


A branch of the Y.M.G.A. at 177. Wanchai 
Road, at its junction with Observation Place, 
was opened last night, by Dr. A. P. Wilder, 
the Americau Consul-General. The branch is 
intended for youths who reside in the east of the 
city and will be conducted by the youths them. 
selves under an advisory committee of - the 
Y.M.C.A. Two rooms comfortably furnished 
and a bath room have been provided. There wa, 
good attendance at the opening ceremony. 

Dr. WILIDER said:—We old fellows envy 
boys. It sometimes irritates me to meet a boy so 
well. so strong and especially so rich in possibi- 
lities. I have had my chance; he can do what 
he will with his life. Hecan study Chinese a 
couple of hours a day, and in a decade or two be 
one of the half dozen sinologues of the Empire. 
He can make a specialty of silk and in time be 
known in the markets of the warld. He ean 
study law ane ree (5 fle 
medicine an@ nothing else for a period of vears, 
and almost raise the dead. He may control his 
temper and passions, and cet suc! 


jer teh 


ii iaastery or 


éimself that power sccuus tu Goadie trou: 


iim, and men do what he says. <A splendid 
thing to be a boy and to have the 
world before one. Hut. says one, not many boys 
do becoine business magnates and great surgeons 
and kingly men. But that’s because they are 
not willing to pay the price. It's a long hard 
road to the best success and only a few are 


| willing to tread it: most boys prefer to go with 


the crowd and decline the study. the waiting. 
the privations. the sacrifice. the neglect. Lut 
the marvel is that to you beys the door is open. 
The only question is whether you are willing 
to seck the high things. or will be content to 
drift. If you come from a home where the 
atmosphere is stimulating. where, the father 
plans good things for vou and the mother 
studies to make your evenings profitable. so 
much is in your favour. If these things 
are absent. you will have to work the harder. 
Boysare imitative. like monkeys (laughter). They 
Ilence the importance of 
having good models. Surround a boy with had 
hooks, boasting talk. Foose conversation about 
wotien, and you get a loafer aud a tough young 
‘man. Interest him in wholesome — thing. 
mechanics, sports. travel, and you get carnest- 
ness and kindle ambition A boy becomes like 
his model. If he euvies the dissipated man if 
that is his ideal ef success — the bay will wrow in 
time to act and think like him: eveu to look 
like him. We all get what we want in Unis 
If his ideal is to be strong and alert 
and to have a hand in the good things of life. 
he will come to this. ‘Che Y.M.C.A. work is 
designed ,to grive boys a chance in Hougkoug 
to spend their evenings profitably and to knaw 
what is going on in the world that is worth 
while. But we cannot do more than provide 
the place. and some srood company ; the rest is 
up to you. Boyhood stands at the cross-roads. 
Adsetts, who was hanged last year, started 
asa good boy. The letters from his mother and 
sister show that he was a most affectionate and 
deroted son. It required only a half dozen years 
of reckless ‘iving to change this good san into a 
brutal murcerer. With his strong athletic body 
and stroir will—and he had these—the man 
who was h nged might have been a leader among 
men; he might have healed the sick, or been a 
helpful influence to a whole city; or led great 
numbers of weaker men to the best things. 


‘But he threw off the bridle ; he thought the laws |. 


of nature and God could be trifled with and proved 
once again that * The wages of sin is death.” 
This work means that Hongkong grown-ups 
are interested in you boys of Wanchai. We 
want vou to be good in your games ; to be dutiful 
in school ; loyal to your King. ambitious to make 
Hongkong a better, nobler city ; and determined 
to make the most of yourselves. Don't be 
content with small things—aim to lead. If your 
parents are poor, aim to surround them in their 


ark ots 


id 
ing, An 


at 


now to success in the future. 
glad fine thing. but. there is som 
about it, for you boys are deali 
On the call of Mr. Ricketts, 
thanked for his address. 


with i. 
r. Wilder was 


* 


HUNGKUNG CORINTHIAN YACHT 
, : CLUB. 
The annual meeting of the Corinthian Yacht 
Club was held at the Club- H ind, 
last evening. Mr. E. M. 


(secretary), A Denison, M. Molver, J. McKay, 
A. Jenkins, F. Lenpesty, J. Forbes, H. Coombs, 
J. Spittles, P. R. Adams, J. H. Taggart A 
Course, Nilsson, W. Q@. Puddepha, I. Dove, 
C. J. Cooke, J. Summers, C. we Kew, A. O. 
Brawn, J. Crack, W. J. Stubbing, J. Saunders 
and Captain Milroy, ; ot 
The CHATRMAN remarked that owing tathe 
iilixje -. of the ‘Treasurer they were unable 
to get the uccounts audited for this meeting, but 
would probably have a meeting within the next 
week co to go into them, The Club had had 
i lust prosperous year, and there was every 
| prospect that thoy would have a better 
one in the coming year as a lot of 
uew boats were being built. With - regard 
tou. Dr. Hayward Hays’ competition, he 
regretted to say that the boata fic this were 
not yet built, but if Mr. King “bucked-up” 
they would all be sailing before Christmas, 
‘The typhoon did considerable to Club 
property, but the Club house did not saffer 
greatly. Tho Club had now a membership 
of over 250, and members onght to 
congratulate themselves in having a fleet of 42 
yachts und motorboats, (applause). The Club 
Was a young one, but liad done very well up to 
the present.” The rowing section, started at the 
beginning of the year, did very well at the 
Hongkong Regatta. It was, however, rather 
al expeusive item, as a flat had to be 
reuted in which to store these boats. Regarding 
accommodation the Club had written to the 
(roverument asking for a piece of land to the 
east of the Club house. ‘They had not received 
a reply yet. and if the application was not 
favourably considered they would probably have 
to uxe part. of their garden. The Water Polo 
team did very well in the competition, winnin 
the shield. ‘They deserved to be congratalated 
(applause). At the end of the financial year the . 
Club had 81500 at its credit in the bank. That 
wax before the yearly subscriptions came in, so 
it would be seen they were in a faitly good . 
financial condition (applause), *. : 
The election of officers was then proceeded 
with, and resulted as follows:—Commoe 
dore, D. F. Clark; Vice-Commodore, Mr. 
E. M. Hazeland; Secretary, Mr. L. Guy; 
‘Treasurer, Mr. J. Summers, i until 
the return to the Colony of Mr A, 
McKirdy ; official Treasurer, Mr. J, Craik; 
Deputy treasurers, G. G. Wood and @, J. 
Cooke; Committee, Messrs. A. Denison, J. 
McCorquodale, J. Saunders and M, Malver. 
A vote of thanks to Messrs. Dove and Moon 
for the work they had done in cqnnection with 
the new onedesign boats was carried by 
acclamation. ~ 
Mr. Craik thought that each section af the 
Club should be represented by a member on the 
general committee. The matter will be con- 
sidered at a special meeting to be convened | 
later. 
This was all the business. 


Sj. John’s Lodge 


of Freemasons (Scottiah' 
ee 


Constitution have elected ce- bearrers 
follows: RB. W. M., Bro. Sim; Senior Warden, . 
Bro. Course; Junior Warden, Bro. Robertson; _ 
treasurer, Bro. A. Ritchie; cecretary, Bro. 
Boanas: senior deacon, Bro. Gli igs. 
Junior deacon, Bro. Devnéy; Inner guard; Bro, ; 
Haggart: stewards Bros. G. Watt aad 8, Kelly; |: 
tyler, Bro, Vanstone. ae 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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INTERESTIN 


G TO TRADERS. 
Cd ir « 
DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN TREATY 
PORTS AND HONGKONG, 


On Nov 18 the Chief Justice in the course of, 
his judgment in the action in which Messrs 
Reuter, Brockelmann and Co. were defendants 


carries with it implicit obedience to our laws 
which. I believe. are framed in the best interests 
of this free commerce. It is just this which 
makes the difference between trading ina British 
Colony and trading in a Treaty Port. I think 
it right to add to what I have said that the error 
into which Mesers. Renter, Brockelmann and 


made some observations which are of vital | Co. fell, and which was the origin of all this 


interest to China traders. He gaid :— 


litigation, was perhaps due to the fact that the 


A certain sugar firm, the Cheong Loong. | firm trades in so many Treaty Ports in the Fast 
composed of two partners Woo Yiu Nam|as well asx in Hongkong. that this essential 


and Leung Tsiu Pan. were in business in 
Hongkong -and had dealings with Mesers. 
Reuter, Brockelmiann. the defendant's branch 
house in the Colony. 
preceding the occurrences which led to this nit, 
the Cheong Loong had contracted to purchase 


sugar to the extent of about 850.000, in three | compatriot at the Peak or October 22nd were 


contracts. Delivery had been taken of a 
certain amount of the sujrar, and %5,000 had 
been paid on account, but a cansiderahle 
quantity, 4,000 bags, had not heen taken, and 
consequently remained in goadown: On 
construction of the contracts, I have ne doubt 
that the property in this sugar had not passed 
to the Cheong Loong. but remained with 
Reuter, Brockelmann and Co.; that their right 
was to sell the sugar speedily and obtain the 


best price they endld, and te prove in’ the | the road below he saw six or seven men fighting 


bankruntey of the firm fer the ciference 
‘—wherren they would lie received the staal 
dividend of 3.40 per cent. [To ohave ne denht 


further. all the parties to the trumaetion bein | called out save life 7. and tae othe 


this 


Sa be 
Never Tec 


within the jurisdiction of Court, and 
the transaction itse!? --uchided 
in Hongkong, that Messrs. Reuter, Brockelmann 
and Co. were subject te the  jorixdiction 
of this Court in the matter of this (ank- 
ruptey. This aspect of the case was net very 
much referred to in argument. bet it is suffi 
ciently material for me to deal with it All 
persons in the Colony, British subjects or aliens, 
who are creditors of a bankrupt who is before 
the Court in bankruptcy. are subject fo the 
jurisdiction of the Court. 
that if assets belonfing to the bankrupt are 
discovered in another country aud a erediter 
endeavours to obtain them fer his own benefit. 
the Court has some jurisdiction to contrel 
his action. and this. if he is within the 
jurisdiction. whether he has provedin the bank- 
ruptey or not. It isnot necessary to define with 
precision to what extent that jurisdiction proes : 
it is sufficient to uote that it exist-. also that the 
discovery of a partner in Another country whose 


property could be brourht inte the bankrupt ; 


of the creditors comes 


estate for the benefit 


within the meaning of assets as above referred ta. ( 


Further that if Reuter, Brockelmann and Co's 


in recovering such assets iu Canton came within 
the terms of the jurisdiction clause of the 
Treaties of Tientsin. sa also would an apyplica- 
tion by the Trustee in bankruptey to the 
British Consul for similar assistance he 
within those clauses. And fer myself T 
have no doubt whatever that what | Messr 
Reuter, Brockelmaun and Co. did in the instance 
was an attempt to poserr autre the Trustee in 
in the Cheong Loong Bankruptey. They did 
not prove in that bankruptcy. lint endeavoured 
to obtain a payment of the whole sum duetothem 
by application to the German Consul ; and I have 
no dotbt that, at least ‘during the pendency af 


! 
application to the German Consul for assistance | 
{ 


the bankruptcy proceedings before this Court, | 


this was in violation of the bankruptcy laws 

this Colony, under the protection of which 
they carry on their business in thix Colony. 
Action of this sort is fmost prejudicial ta the 


other traders, of all nationalities as well as British, ' 


in. Hongkong. and must therefore be also 
highly prejudicial to the great international 
trade of the Colony. It is one of those * Foose 
eucs’ which result from the consular jurisdic- 
ticn treaties with China. and which it would be 
for the benefit of all concerned in the commercial 
welfare of this Colony, to get rid of by putting 
the whole matter on a more satisfactory and 
equitable basis. I am boudd to allude to this 
matter, because I think it is of the utmost 
importance that the innumerable foreign firms 
who trade in this Colony should realise it. That 
large measure of freedom of trade and access 
to our Courts which has been accorded to 
“ merchant strangers repairing into the realm of 


- England,” not to 


At the time immediatery : 


the ! 


«strike! 


There is ne doulit | 
1 
| 


Fas Deacous. and the Rev 


described as the “ open door,” 


distinction between Hongkong and the rest of 
the Fast had somewhat excaped them. 


THE PEAK MURDER 
The three natives charged with murdering: 


acain before Mr. J. R. Weod at the Magistracy 
on Nov. 17. The first and second defendant, 
were represented by Mr. RD. Atkinson (of 
Messrs. Deacon, Leoker and Deacon) 

Lai Tso was the uext witness for the prose. 
eufion. He spake te going fo the Peak on 
October 22nd to lock for a clansmau. As he 
did not arrive at the meeting place arranged — 
the top tram station -at the appointed hour, 
witness went on towards the Peak Church. On 
Tepcup lees 


wrth Oneof the men was knocked 


BRIGANDAGE RAMPANT—DETERMINED 
ACTION BY THE VICEROY. 


H. KE. the Viceroy of the Two Kwang 
has issued the following Notification, copies of 
which have been sent to all the high Civil 
and Military Officials’ in the Province of 
Kwangtung :— 

~ This year many prefectures and districts in 
the Kwangtang Patines have been afflicted 
with calamities. Bad harvests have been ex- 
perienced and floods have prevented the 
cultivation of land. Consequently the le 
have had difficulty in earning a livelihood. } ou 
are nll aware that [ have directed the different 
Bureaux to do their utmost to raise funds ~ 
to alleviate the sufferings of the people 
and so prevent lawlessness and chaos in the 
afflicted districts. But I regret to learn that ret 
cently there has been so marked a recrudescenc- 
of piracy and robbery that stern and prom 
measures to suppress it are imperative 
necessary, especially now that the winter season 
has set in when lawless conduct is usually rife. 
‘The civil and military officials and the police 
officers of all the different districtazwhose aides 
are to search for and arrest pirates and robbers 
should act energetically and to their utmost 
to stamp out fcsalaie and plunder, and 


dawn. ound oanefher maa pet To fem en 


the chest with a hamlrea peite ilies falbete ena 
he taal nw is 
Wituess did not see the fieht start. but he heard + 
seme of the cambatants calline out. “strike ! 
After the fight about six men ran to- 
wards the tram station As he could not find 
his clansmnan, witness also went hack to the 


| trun station. but did not agmin see the six inen 


who had been engaged in the firht  Wituess 
recognised the thinl defendant as one of the 
nen who toak part in the firht He was the 
man who poked deceased in the chest Witness | 
was four cheung away. but could. nevertheless, 
recognise the third defendant = The first defen- 
dant was not in the vicinity where the fight 
oceurred » neither was the second = Witness did 


not know any af the defendant: neither did he 


station Witness identified the thind defen- 
dant among a number of other natives at the 
Central Police Station 

After evidence of arrest 
hearing was agai adjourned 


taken the 


| 

| 

ineet any of the filters on his way back te the | 
Was | 

a 1 


PAPAL JUBILEE — i 


Ou New dO was the fifffeth anniversary ot the 
priesthood of Tis Holiness the Pope. and the 
occasion was heneured liv Cathelies in) Flenge- 
kong with becoming celebrations “Those took 
place principally oat othe  Retnan Catholic 
Cathedral High Pontifieal mass was celelrat- 
ed in the merning. the officiating prelate heiny 
His Lordship the right reverend Bishop 1) | 
Pozzoni, assisted by the Very Rev Fr 
Rabert, Procuratar of the Mission Ftrang. res 
the Rev. Fr Agostini, Spada and Leong 
Fr Lu as «ub-deacon 


At 530 pm the hymn Tues Petras” was 
sung. after whieh Bishop Pozzeni deliver: | 
edo ao short sermon in English. in whieh he 


kketehed the <acerdotal and pontifieal life af the 
Pope. dwelt on his virtues, and dealt) with a 
question of apostolic succession This was fol- 
towed by au exposition of the Holy Sacrament, | 
Te Deum and KHenediction. The chair sang 
selected hyinus in coueimion | 

At night the front of the Cathedral wax 
beautifully illuminated with lanterns and electric 
bulbs. The most prominent desizm waa the 
papal crest. the crown and keyx, beneath which 
stood a representation of Hi+ Holiness flanked 
by huge Chinese characters. The compound 
also presented a very animated appearance. larye 
crowds attending the fancvfcte. Abovethe main 
door was an illuminated photograph of His 
Holiness in his robes. The land of the Rajputs 
“enhanced the pleasure of the evening. 


Japan papers report the death of Professor 
Edwin Emerson. formerly of Tokyo and latterly 
ef Yokohama. He caught a chill sve the 


visit of the American Fleet, and thix developed | officials must pay 


into pneumoma from which death resulted. 


_ san tage in the city of Canton an 


restore peace andorder in the ia wed districts. 
It dias recently came to my nowledge that 
there has been a recrude cence Se ees and bri- 
ita vicinity, 

at Yew Tau village and several other 
villages lordering on the Great North Gate of 


| Cantal City where robbers have vaduateed 
ve 


people and members of Triad Societies 

forcibly taken poesession of public properties. 
Daring robberies have been committed in broad 
daylight in Kong-nga-lee, one of most prominent 
thoroughfares in the Western suburbs of the Can- 
ton City. Brigands kidnapped the late Sin Ting 
Ping. o leading representative of the gentry in 


‘the village Wony-ting in- the Nam Hoi district, 


and the officialx have 


failed to capture the 


‘ rabber, or even to obtain the release of the 


captive alive. If such daring crimes can be 
perpetrated in the metropolia of the Kwang- 
Tung Provinee one can imagine what must ve 
yoing on in the other prefectares. If pirates 
and robbers have the audacity to kidnap wealthy 
yentry and plunder their residences, i¢ can 
readily be <urmixed what the merchants and the 


Scommon people mast have suffered at the hands 


of the robberx and pirates. Unless strict in- 
«trictions are given to the high Civil and 
Military Officials to institute strict searches, for 


. the bripands and adopt stringent measures to 


protect the people. there can be no security for 
hfe and property from plunder and brigandage. 

‘Thix Notification is issued expresaly to inform 
and warn the Civil and Military Officials that 
in future they mnst instruct the soldiers to co- 


| operute with the volunteers of the different 


dixtricts in taking adequate measures to capture 
robbers and afford the people proper protection. 


' When any notorious pirates or robbers rine 
: to escape capture in af of the districta, the offi- 


| ciale should immediate 


y issue large rewards 


‘with a view to securing their arrest. They must 
| engage informera and pay them liberally to 


trace the hrigands and have them captured. 
Ax soon aa the officials receive information of 

the whereabouts, of pirates and robbers the 
must personally lead the soldiers in t 
and they must not so neglect their duty as to 
allow them to escape. Officials will he punished 
and rewarded according to their merits during 
their tenare of office. I desire to make it 
clear to you that any official who captures 
a notorious brigand or apprehends robbers and 
thieves, no matter whether the official be civil or 
military. he will be handsomely rewarded. Officials 
whose districts are kept in peace will likewise be 
rewarded. On the other hand, officials whose dis- 
tricts are disturbed by robberies and piracies will 
he singled out for punishment without mercy. 
I have at heart the of the Empire and 
therefore hold the Military and Civil Officials 
responsible for the maintenance be ear High 
officials should see that their subo carry 
out their duty and report to me all cases of 
| lawlessness and I will have the officials pun- 
ished. On receipt of this Notification all 
heed to it and carry out the 

instructions.” : 


November 23, 1908] , 


IMPORTANT CASE UNDER THE 
LIQUOR ORDINANCE. 


MANAGER OF R.E. CANTEEN 
SUMMONED. 


An interesting case came on for hearing 
before Mr. J, R. Wood at the Magistracy on 
Nov.18 when A.M. Thornhill, manager of the 
Royal Engineers Canteen, was summoned for 
retailing liquor without a licence. 

Detective-Sergeant Appleton prosecuted, and 
Mr. Otto Kong Sing appeared for the defendant. 

Detective-Sergeant Appleton deposed to 
giving a Chinese boy a chit and a £5 bill on 
the evening of the lith instant. The chit bore 
the assumed named of “J. Long,” and was 
handed to the boy at the Central Police Station. 
Witness then went with the boy to Wellington 
Barracks and told him to get one bottle of port 
wine and one bottle of whisky. He saw the 
boy enter the barracks gate and go towards 'the 
Canteen. After an absence of about five minutes 
he returned with the bottles of port wine and 
whisky produced, and returned $2.90 change. 


i 


-examined, witness said. he made the 


duplicate chit at the Police Station before pro- 
ceeding to Wellington Barracks. He did not 
know what the Army regulations were with 
regard to “boys” entering Wellington Bar- 
racks. Witness did not see the boy come out 
of the Canteen at the Barracks and go back 
again. He did not know whether the con- 
tractor was permitted to sell liquor to soldiers 
and to soldiers’ families. He proceeded in the 
same way as he would have done in connection 
with unlicensed premiees. 

A Chinese cook employed at the Central 
Station 
Wellington Barracks to buy some spirits. A 
servant boy asked where he came from. and he 
replied Sanwafong. The boy then asked the 
name of his master, and he said he did not kiyow. 
The defendant was not present. = 

Cross-examined, witness said he did not tell 
the sentry who stopped him at the Barracks 
gate that he was a soldier's boy. 

Didn't the bar boy refuse to sell yon liquor 

: ae you produced a chit from your master 2— 

° 


His Worship (to. Sergeant Appleton)—How 
are you going to connect the defendant 
with this? 

Sergeant Appleton—By bringing a military 
officer up here to prove that he is the tenant 
of the canteen. 

* Mr. Kong Sing—That does not prove that he 
sold the liquor. 

His Worship (to the Sergeant)—Wo want 
some proof that this man was connected with 
the sale. 

Sergeant Appleton—I think I can get proof 
from the police. 

His Worship—If you can get some of the 
police to say that they have been there and haye 
seen him selling liquor, that- will be sufficient. 

Mr Kong Sing—To save time I will admit 
that the defendant is the tenant. Your Worship 
will notice that this is a very different prosecu- 
tion to the ordinary ones which come before the 
Court. In the ordinary. way it is perfectly clear 
that people selling liquor without a licence are 
‘evading the law, but this is quite a different 
matter. I am not astonished at Sergeant 
Appleton bringing this prosecution, because he 
is ignorant of the way in which this canteen is 
conducted. This canteen is provided for by, 
and conducted under, Army regulations. 
rag Worship—I don’t know anything about 


Mr. Kong Sing—The King’s ‘regulations 
and orders. provide that a regimental in- 
stitute will be established in every unit to 
supply troops with the best articles at the 
lowest prices. In the section from which 
I quote, rules for the management of the 
garrison are issued, and under the English 
Licensing Act of 1902 it is not necessary 
for-a person holding a Canteen licence under 
the authority of the Secretary of State to obtain 
a justices’ licence or a certificate to enable him: 
to obtain or hold any excise licence for the sale 
of intoxicating liquors. The defendant's licence 
. is under contract with the Army, and is modified 
and qualified in this way : only officers, soldiers, 
and their families and servants are permitted to 
purchase articles. Civilians are not allowed to 


stated that he took the chit into. 


——_ Or es 


~ 
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purchase in any of the establishments. Under 
these rules it is impossible for a Chinese servant 
to enter the Barracks without a pass. : 

His Worship—Under the home Act a canteen 
is not required to take out a licence, but 
it is under the local Ordinance. 

Mr. Kong Sing—I submit not. If we are, 
then no canteen in the Colony is bona fide. 

His Worship—It seems to me, so far as the 
Ordinance is concerned, that any sale on 
unlicensed premises is contrary to the 
Ordinance. 

Mr. Kong Sing—These are not unlicensed 
premises. 

His Worship—What licence do you hold? 

Mr. Kong Sing—We hold a licence under 
the King’s regulations, and that overrules all 
local ordinances. de 

His Worship—These orderg apply to England. 

Mr. Kong Sing—And here as well. You 
cannot arrest a man in barracks or on board a 


-man-of-war. 


His Worship—Do you mean to say that if a 
theft was committed on army premises the police 
could not make an arrest ? 

Mr. Kong Sing—I am speaking of misdemean- 
ours. It isto the public safety that criminals, 
whether soldiers or otherwise, should be subject 
to the law, but this case does not amount 
to a crime. If it is an offence, it is not 
an offence against the Ordinance. I submit 
it is a misconceived prosecution. ° If your 
Worship is against me, then all the canteens in 
the Colony are illegal. 

His Worship—Certainly, and they depend 
then cn Government sufferance. If this 
prosecuiion sroes ahead, and my view of the 
Ordinance is «.rrect, then the question of kale 
whether, to soldiers or civilians ix irrelevant ? 

Mr. Long Sing—Yes. 

His \WorsHip—It is quite possible that the 
defenda:t may have some permission from the 
local Gc vernment to sell to soldiers, and he may 
be able to produce that permission. 

Mr. Kon¢ Sing—I submit that if I produce 
a contract between the defendant and the Army 
Authorities permitting the salo of spirits, my 
point is made. 

His Worship—You will have to prove that 
the Military Authorities were within their 
rights in giving that permission. I take it you 
have two lines of defence: That you have the 
right under the home Act to sell to anyhody— 

Mr. Kong Sing—I don't say that at all. 
We have the right to sell to soldiers or soldiers’ 
servants without a licence; and my other 
defence is that this was a sale to a xoldicr in the 
the ordinary way. 

A.M. Thornhill said he was tenant of the 
Royal Engineers Cariteen und manager of the 
Sol:iers Club. He held a contract with the 
army officials under the King’s regulations and 
orders, und under that contract he was permitted 
to sell to soldiers and soldiers’ servants. Witness 
had boys to sell for him, aud was not present 
when this sale touk place. He had given strict 
instruction to the boys that they were on no 
account to sell to civilians. If Chinese servants 
produced chits from their masters they could be 
sold anything over the bar. The rules were that 
sentries were not to pass Chinese boys into 
barracks unless they were in receipt of a pass 
signed by theadjutant. Quite recently a number 
of military drafts and families arrived in 
the Colony by the Soudan, and it was 
possible that the Canteen boys did not know all 
the soldiers’ boysin the Colony. Within the 
knowledge of witness no sales had been mado 
from the Canteen to others than soldiers or 
sailors. He paid the boys’ wages and the rent, 
and the remaining profit was his. 

Mr. Kong Sing—lIt's a sort of private concern 
within territorial limits. 

Sergeant Apfleton—How much do you 
charge for a bottle of port wine ? 

Mr. Kong Sing—You ought to know. 

Witness—A bout 30 cents. 

Sergeant Appleton—Isn't it an easy matter 
for a Chinese who does not speak English to get 
into barracks ? 

" Witness—I don't know whether he would get 
in, or whether he would get kicked out ? ; 

At this stage the hearing wasadjourned until 
Tuesday. 


The Dalai Lama had decided to leave Peking 
for Tibet on the 23rd inst. 


SUPREME COURT. 
Monday, 16th : November. 


In SUMMARY JURISDICTION. 
Berors Mr. H. H. J. GQmurERTz 
(Actina Puisxyr Juper): _ 


THE EFFECT OF A SIGNATURE. 
The action brought by Leung Hing, trading” 
is Kwang Tack, against Leung Bing for 
&1,107.95 for money lent or in the alternative 


goods supplic’l and moneys paid by the plaintiff - 


was continucd, the plaintiff having waived the 
the sum of $107.95 in order to bring his claim 
within the jurisdiction of the Summary Coart. 
Mr. 8. a Mimada, from the office of Mesars. 


Goldring, Barlow, and Morrell, appeared for - 


the plaintiff} and Mr. Otto Kong Sing appeared 
for the defendant. : 
The subject of the action was the expenditure 


involved in constructing a wharf at Kowloon, | 


plaintiff asserting that he had yapplied the 
money to procure the necessary material and 
producing promissory notes signéd by the 
defendant, : 

The defendant alleged that he was only a 
foreman engaged by the plaintiff and denied 
having signed the notes. 

His Honour asked defendant to write his 
signature which his Honour considered was 
dentical with the signature on the promiasory 
notes, and guve judgment for the plaintiff. 


Wednesday, 18th November. 
In CREMINAL JURISDICTION. 


BEFORE THE CuHrer Justice (Sir F. 
Priaqcotr). 


MAIDEN SESSION. 

When the November session. was opened the 
Attorney-General (Hon. Mr. Rees Davis, K.C.) 
said—I am glad to inform your Lordship that 
no indictment has been filed for tha present 
session and there is no case for trial. 

The Court was adjourned sine die. 


, IN APPELLATE JURISDICTION. 
BEFORE THB FuLut Court. 


LANDLORD AND TENANT. 

Judgment was given by the Chief Justice and 
the Puisne Judge in the appeal at the instance 
of the Humphreys Estate and Finance Company 
against the decision of the Puisne Judge in the 
action by Mr. P. W. Goldring for the recove 
from appellants of $500 as damages for breac 
ofa tenancy agreement. Sir Henry Berkeley, 
K.C., instructed by Mr. P. M. Hodgson, of 
Mossrs. Ewens and Harston, appeared for the 
appellants and Mr. Goldring appeared in person 
assisted by Mr. E. J. Grist. 

The Chief Justice in delivering judgment 
gaid:— 

In this case the plaintiff was tenant for one 
year of a flat on the second floor of a honse in 

binson Road, Kowloon, and he sued the land. 
lord for damages to his prope caused 
water coming into the flat. I take the followin 


facts from the judgment of the learned Puisne | 


Judge. Some of them are challenged bythe notice 
of motion in so far as they are inferences; but we 
are of opinion that these inference are soufid: 

On 28th July the Colony was visited by a severe’ 


typhoon, causing considerable damage to build. . 
ings. After this storm the pleintiff noticed - 


dampness in the ceiling of the verandah but this 
passed off and there was no | . The 
plaintiff apparently thought no more about it 
and did not inform the defendant company; of 
what he had seen. On the 20th Au it rained 
heavily all day and next morning tiff found 
water pouring in through his roof and ferandah 
wall, causing considerable damage hig 
sonal effects. He now claims $500\ as 


(oes 
suffered by him in consequence of the 


defendant company of their agreement to keep, 


the premises in proper repair. No 
defect is alleged and it ap that the damage 
was cansed by water which had accumulated in 


pipes 
be chok 


ROLY itch action ta 46h, 


locked. They were found to’ 


large quantity on Os roof owing to the gutter. 
ed with rubbish and grass, leaves :0¢ | 


| 
| 
t 
| 


SCORER ERI 


+ 


. treaa, and “black matter,” and also with 


- ment of the learned Puisne Judge. 


“ lessor is not on the spot to see the repairs 


’ jessor comes to repair when no repair is. 


+ state of the premises, the lessee could prevent 


370 


laster from the wall. The pipes were apparent- 
cleared without difficulty by ‘the plain- 
tiff’s odolie ‘who was sent up on the roof, and the 
accumulated water thereupon escaped.” The 
ent contained the following clause: 3. 

“The landlords shall keep the roof and all 
exterior walls of the said premises in a proper 
tenantable state of repair and amendment at 
their own costs.” The plaintiff sued for breach 
of this agreement and recovered $500 damages. 
The defendant is now appealing from the judg- 
The ap- 
Hants rely on the fundamental principle of law 
id down by the majority of the Court of 
Exchequer in Makin v. Watkinson and since 
ia age | all courts that on a covenant 
such as this the lessor cannot be sued for 
non-repair, or for damages resulting from 
non-repair, unless he has received notice of 
want of repair. It is to be noted at once 
that there is a difference in the facts of this 
case and that—-for here the letting was of a flat 
and not of a whole building, and it-was argued 
that this is sufficient to take tho present case 
out of the principle. We must therefore see 
what are the reasons on which this principle is 
pased. As a matter of fact it works out not 
as a principlo of law but ax a very ximple 
little bit of common sense. Baron Bramwell 
and Channell admitted that the dictum of Chief 
Justice Mansfield and Justice Gibbs in Moore 
v. Clark was obiter, but they gave judgment in 
precisely the same sense. ‘The lessor may 
charge the lesseo without notice; for the 


wanting; the lessee is. and, therefore. the 
lessee cannot charge the lessor for breach of 
repairs without, notice. for the lessor may 
not know that repaira are necessary.” There was 
some discussion as to whether the necessary 
words to give effect to thix idea could he 
incorporated into the covenant; but it was 
held that on the assumption that the contracting 
parties were rensonable men. and intended what 
was reasonable, it might he done: and the test of 
reasonableness was this fact—the lessor may not 
know that repairs are necessary. I confess that 
I prefer the words of the old dictum to thoxe 
given by Baron Bramwell that the lessor has no 
means of ascertaining the condition of the 
premisés; because this askumex that “if the 


needed he will be a trespasser”: and that 
if he came for the purpose of looking into the 


him because that would not be a lawful cause of 
entry. I should have thought that a reasonable 
entry for the purpose of fulfilling a covenant in 
the lease would have been justified from. the 
necessity of fulfilling the covenant. It might 
have to be by request, but if the lessee declined 
he certainly could not recover. But although 
these criticisms of some part of the reasoning on 
which Makin v. Watkinson is based are ne- 
cessary, it is quite clear that the idea involved 
in the decision is that where the lessor has parted 
with the control of the premises he cannot 
be presumed to keep so watchful an’ eye 
over them as the lessee, and, therefore. 
the duty of surveillance is thrown upon the 
lessee in so far as this covenant is concerned, 
and he must give the lessor notice when occasion 
arises for repairing under the covenant. The 
Court of Appeal in Huggal v. McLean definite- 
ly established the rule and severed it from tho 
reason. The drains in a house were in a defec- 
tive condition, the tenant had not the means of 
knowing their condition, but the landlord had; yet 
this was held not sufficient to relieve the tenant 
from this implied condition of giving notice. If 
therefore the circumstances are identical, we 
must not look at the reason but only at the 
rule, butif they are not identical then we can only 
apply the rule if the reason is applicable to the 
new ci ces. Two other cases cited, 
Broggi v. Robbins and Tredway v. Maclin do 
not. carry the law any further. The material 
inquiry in this case is therefore, what is included 
in the lease of a flatP Does it include the roof? 
T cannot accept the reasoning of Justice Byrne 


in Café Co. v. Muse where he arrited at the. 


conclusion that the lease of rooms on 8 floor is a 


lease of a separate dwelling and includes the. 


outer- wall so far as it is solely sppropriate 
to the rooms let, because the dispute arose 
not Petween the lessor and lessee, but between 


- two lezsees. It is obvious that one lessee could 


was interfering ‘with. But that is a very 
ent thing from saying that the lease of the floor 
or flat included the use of the outer wall, there- 


control of the roof.by the lessor. 
tion 
the case all of which state expressly that there 
was Do such reservation 
ix called upon to decide what is included in the 
leaso of a flat. 
it is a lease of the interior only ; that it gives no 
right to the lessee as against the landlord to use, 
except by legal necessity. either the outside 
walls, or the roof, or anything appurtaining 
thereto. 
otherwise the lessee might erect an adver- 


pipes 


not ldeny the right of another | ito use the 
exterior walls of one flat which he himself was 
claiming with to the other, and that he 


differ- 


making the lessor a trespasser if he used it. 
his case must therefore be put on one side, 


The only case bearing on the question that is 
involved in ao lease of a flat is Hargrovesv. 
Hartop. 
by ‘the lessee that a gutter in the roof had 
become stopped up and that rain water was 
coming through the roof; and that action was 
brought for negligence in allowing the repairs 


There, however, had been notice 


to stand over for five days. Moreover there 
wag no covenant to repair. and the plaintiff 
succeeded on the covenant for quiet enjoyment. 
The judgment refers to the fact found by the 
County Court judge that “the roof was not 
demised to the plaintiff. but was retained in 
the possession and under the control of the 
defendants, and there was no evidence that the 
plaintiffs or any of the tenants had any. right 
af access to the roof or any privilege to go up 
on it. or that they had in fact ever repaired 
it or cleaned: ont the gutter.” I agree 
that this is nota finding which we are bound 
hy,’ because it was suggested that there 
might have been an express reservation of the 
The sugges- 
is not borne out by the ‘reports of 
Therefore this Court 


We are clearly of opinion that 


As to the roof it is too clear. for 
tisement or sky sign on the roof. and the 
lessor might, or might not, use it in any 
other 
are clearly appurtenant to the 
roof. This is made all the clearer by the fact 
that there were two flats. one on each floor. under 
the same roof. and what is true of one lessee 
must alxo be true of all four lessees, Therefore 
as there was no demise of that part of the 
premises which were out of repair, the 
doctrine of notice cannot apply. for the simple 
reason that the lessor can go on the roof 
to inspect. and the lessee cannot. He would 
certainly in law be as much « trespasser as the 
lessor in the case put by Baron Bramwell in 
Makin cv. Watkinson. The reason for the rule 
as to notice fails, for the lessor * may know that 
repairs are necessary.” That a cause of action 
‘therefore “occurred in the circumstances, we 
have no doubt on another familiar principle 
which deals with accumulations of water on 
your property which amount to a non-natural 
use of it. But the action was not brought in 
this way. but for breach of the covenant to 
repair, and we must see if this will lie. It seems 
tome that Hargroves rv. Hartop carries the case 
the whole way. The roof and the gutter were 
not demised: independently of covenant a duty 
arises to inspect the gutters and keep them in 
such a proper state of repair as to prevent water 
accumulating on the roof in consequence of 
non-repair:.it is an a fortivr? if there is a 
covenant: and it is clear that the notice was 
only referred to in order to aggravate -the 
breach of duty. for the judgment refers to the 
defendants as ‘‘never having inspected the 
gufters, and delayed repairs even after receipt 
of the notice.” But putting this on one side. 
the case against the soundness of the decision 


of the Puisne Judge is put as strongly as it can- 


be put in the notice of motigg, in paragraphs 
(3)-and (4); ‘ The pipes and gutters on the roof 
are part und parcel of the flat let to the 
plaintiff.” We are of opinion that they are 
appurtenant to the roof, and were therefore not 
let to the plaintiff. ‘The covenant only 
extends to structural defects of the roof and 
walls -and not to choked drain pipes". We 
do not. agrée as to the limitation to structural 
defects; and we are of opinion that a 
chéked drain pfpe, both literally and legally 
is in need of repair: if it is not big enough it is 
a structural defect : just as much as if the wall 


were not strong enough to support the roof : ts tani A coate ee 


would be if it was big enough but it will not serve 
the purpose for which it was intended if it is in 


lawfdl way. Further there gutt and | 


‘ unless plaintiffs would give an undei 


covers this case. And the practical 
decision is the common sense one that‘if la 
lords demise rooms, or flats, or floors, covered: by 
a roof, it is their duty to see that all parts of 
that roof, with ita a ces, are in good.and- 
working order, without any correlative duty 
being thrown on the tenant to warm (them or 
give them notice of their being out atte sain 
The landlord's duty arises out of their relation: 
ship to the tenaut if there is no covenant, it- 
arises out of the covenant if there is ore. : 
The Puisne Judge concurred with ‘the indg- 
ment of the Chief Justice. He thought that the 
apped! should -be dismissed with costs. “Proceed- 
ing. he said that once it was established that the- 
doctrine of notice being necessary only applied 
where was a demisé of actual premises where the 
want of repairs is alleged and the court had held 
that in the present case the roof and its appur- 
tenances were not demised—then .the quostion 
of negligence arose. The defendant company 
were certainly not insurers and therefore their 
duty was to use all reasonable care and skill to 
keep in proper repair. In the present case he 
found that less than reasonable care had been 
exercised and that was the ground on which he 
found them liable. 


Mr. Goldring formally moved for judgment. 


Sir Henry Berkeley referring to the question - 
of costs remarked that the respondent ap 
in person and had the assistance of Mr. Grist. 
He submitted that no costs should be given’ 
Costs did not include the attendance of a 
solicitor. : 

The Chief Justice—I think the Registrar 
must deal with that. : 

Sir Henry Berkeley—Mr. Goldring cannot 
appear here instructed by a solicitor. 

Mr. Goldring—My lord. the cases are quite 
clear on the point. I think it is a matter for 
the Registrar. 

The Chicf Justice—J ust so. 


LENGTHY LITIGATION. 


The Full Court gave judgmenta on the 
motions moved by the parties in the action in 
which Leung Lai Nam and others proceeded 
against Reuter Brockelmann and Company for 
damages for alleged illegal seizure of property 
in China. Hon. Mr. H. E. Pollock, K.C., and 
Sir Henry Berkeley K.C. appeared for Messrs 
Reuter. Brockelmann and Company. 

The first notice of motion was by the 
plaintiffs who asked that the verdict of the jury 
on certain questions be set aside on the ground 
that the judgment was contrary to the evidence. 

The Chief Justice, in a lengthy judgment, 
thought that the answers to the questions were 
not such as reasonable men ought to have given 
and he was of opinion that the verdict on those: 
po'nts should be set aside. 

The Puisne Judge was of the opinion that on 
all the questions, except the second relating to the- 
partnership, the verdict of the } 
and that the motion should be di 
costs. 

The second notice of motion was by. the 
defendants who asked for judgment on the 
various grounds set forth. 

The Chief Justice, in the course of another 
lengthy judgment, said he could not imagine 
anything more oppressive than for persons, 
whether they had a good case or not, setting their 
consul in motion and through them the Chinese 
authorities to get property seized and when 


issed with 


asked about it calmly fold their arms and tell the © 


plaintiffs to find out for themselves. The law 
is a just one: it is primitive in its simplicity : 
‘you defentants say you have a right to seize or 
the Chinese authorities have a right to seize on 
your behalf. Produce your warrant and let us 
see whether they have acted rightly or not. It 
might be that on thé production 0 the warrant 
the case will collapse, but until you do so we: 
cannot tell. His Lordship held that the verdict 
of the jury must 


stand. a 4 
The Puisne Judge held thut the verdict of the 


jury should be set aside and judgment entered - 
for the defendants with costs of the proceeding 
here and in the court below. ‘i 
Mr. Pollock said his side a ae 
tter further and asked for a stay of execution . 
ul taking ito 
al 


The order was made by consent. 


should stand - 


| 
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Thursday, 19th November. 


DEATH ‘OF THE EMPEROR 
OF CHINA. 


—__—_9——____ 
HIS SUCCESSOR PROCLAI!‘ED 
AND REGENT APPOINTED. 


op) oe 
In Bankruptcy Jverspicrion. 


BrroreE THE Cuter Justice (Sir F. 
Piacorr). 


{ 
A QUESTION OF JURISDICTION. 

Re Chan Yu Shan. Mr. Hastings appeared 
for the petitioning creditor and Mr. Otto Kong 
Sing appeared to oppase. 

. Hasting—I understand 
has ordered a trial of ixaue 2 

His Lordship—Yes. The issue is proceeding 
now, : 

8u Sing Pui was called and stated that -é 
knew the debtor slightly ‘hefore he gold the 
g.ods in question. Deh‘or cume from Aunain i 
'. and went to the Yuen We Sing where witness 

-saw him and his accountant. The debtor | (which is not unusual when Oriental monarchs 
rasided there from June to the end of September. | Ue) ‘is afforded by the terms of an Edict which 

The master of the Yuen We Sing stated that | was issued in tlie Capital onthe 15th  inat. 
the debtor rented a cubicle from-him at $8 fer | The substance of the Edict as cabled to the 
month. Debtor dealt in cinnamon and put up} Chung Ngoi San Po" (Chinesa Daily Press “) 
a notice. states that since the Autunm the Emperor has 


Peking, November 15th. 

His Majesty the Emperor Kuang Hen died 
on Saturday the 14th inst. at 5 p.m. 

Prince Chun's son has been proclaimed the 
new Emperor, and Prince Chun har been 
appointed Regent. 

The Empress-Dowager ix also ill. 

Peking is qniet. the news having 
suppressed in the capital. 


your Lordship 


heen 


Confirmation of the suppression of the news 


Mr. Hastings submitted his friend had no | been ill. and recently the Tartar-Ctencrals, the 
locus stand, : Governors and the Viceroys of different 
His Lordship replied‘that he had already | provinces were requested to send experienced 


decided that point. 


Mr. Hastings then addressed the Court 
pointing out that his friend actine for the 


doctors to Peking to attend His Majesty. 
Doctors had been despatched from Chihli. 
Kiangsn. Hupeh, Hunan and Chekiang. but 


Judgment creditor wished to chtau the effect | their coined skill contianed te Prove af 

of his judgment to the exclusion of the othen| no avail. 

creditorr. The Emperor hal <uffere ) from ao voce 
His Lordship did not tay (ier was, plication of maladies and wax unalde to slo }.. 

evidence of other creditors. (Ax the physicians in attendaace wer unable ta 
Mr. Hastings raid the assets wer >14.000 | afford his Majesty any relief the  ‘l'artar- 


and the liabilities 890,000. ; 

His Lordship explained that he had admitted 
Mr Otto Kong Sing because he had 
raised the question of the jurisdiction of the 
Court. 

Mr. Hastings argued at length that the 
estate left in Hongkong hy the debtor should he 
available for the payment of the dehts which he 
had contracted here. The question for his 


Generals, (tovernors and Vieeroys were com- 
manded to send other doctors’ to the Palace. 
.and if the Emperor was cured both doctors 
and officials would be amply rewarded. 


As all serious students of things Chinese are 
aware the name K wang-Hau was not the personal 
name of the late Emperor. but simply the 
“reign title.” or ‘year indicator © by which 


Lordship was whether the debtor had a domicile | the years of his reign are indicated, Kwang- 
chere. The three grounds on which domicile | Hsu means Continuation of Glory. The late 
were recognised was ordinary residence, dwelling | Emperor wax the son of Prince’ Ch'an. the 
place and place of business. Debtor had | seventh son of the Emperor Tao Kuany He 


resided in the Colony for three months during | succeeded his cousin. the late Kmperor ‘Tung 


which time he had done business. Chih, ,who died without ixmue on the 12th 
.His Lordship thought that if the debtor | January. 1875. from smallpox The proclama- 
-came to Hongkong simply to dispose of the | tion announcing the accession of the late 


cinnamon then there wax no jurisdiction. If 
he consigned the cinnamon to the Kwong Mau 
.to be sold on commission he did not come up 
on businesg at all. 

His Lordship afterwards said that he proposed 
to make an order subject to this: that if he were 
not satisfied on the subject of jurisdiction he 
should cancel it. 

Mr. Otto Kong Sing added that it was clear 
there was no residence in thir case. 

His Lordship said he would not grant an order 
on the ground of pure residence but if he was 
satisfied there was residence coupled with buai- 
ness then he would grant’ an order. He added 
that he would give a written judgment on the 


point. 


Rovereign was as follows :— 

“ Whereas His Majesty the Emperor has 
ascended upon the Dragon ta he.a pest on 
high. without offspring bern to his in- 
heritance. no course hax heen open but that 
of causing Tsai Tien, son of the Prince of 
Chun, to become adopted as the son of the 
Emperor Weng Tsung Hien (Hien Fung. 
and to enter upon the inheritance of the 
great dynastic line as Emperor hy succession. 
Therefore, let Tsai Tien. son of Yih Huan. 
the Prince of Choun, become adopted aa the 
ron of the Emperor Win Tsang Hien. and 
enter upon the inheritance of the great 
dynastic line aa Emperor hy succession ” 
The late soveraign was the ninth Emperor of 

China .of the Manchn Dynasty of Ta-Tsing 

(Sublime Purity) which succeeded the native 

dynasty of Ming in the vear 1644. There existe 

no law of hereditary succesaion ta the Throne 
in China, but it is left to each sovereign ta 
appoint his successor from among the members 
of his family. The late Emperor's predecessor 
dying in the eighteenth yearvof hix age did not 
designate a successor, and it was. in consequence 
of palace intrigue, directed by the Empress 

Dowager in concert with Prince Chun. that 

the infant son of the latter was declared Emperor) 

Born in 1871 he assumed the reins of govern. 

ment in February . was married on the 

26th February 1889 to Yeh-ho-na-la. niece of the 

Empress Dowager, and his enthronement took 

place on the 4th of March following. The reignof 

the Emperor has thus lasted thirty-three years. 
In perzon the late Emperor was a alight and 
elegant figure. not more than five feet four in 


RAILWAYS IN CHINA. 


The Central Government having regard to 
the fact that the Chinese private railways are 
not making any progress. has ordered the 
provincial authorities to see that the railways. 
for which concessions have been given, are 
constructed forthwith. It is understood, says 
the Peking and Tientstn Times. that ‘if 
this order shall have again no effect, the 
Central Government will within a short time 
itself take charge of building these railways 
with the help of foreign capital in a similar way 
as in the case of the Tientsin-Pukou Railway. 
This will be especially the case with regard to 
the Canton-Hankow and the Hankow-Chengtufnu 
Railway which the Government can. for political 
and strategical reasons, dispense with as little as 
with the Tientsin-Pukou Railway. 


; : height. Lady Susan Townley wrote of him: 

A magnificent silver cup was recently | + Hig eyes are his best feature: they are large, 
presented to Bandmaster McKelvey of the | dark and sad. -set in a Rjuare. id face, the 
Royal West Kent Regiment. on behalf of the | forehead of which ix high and refreating. his 


members of the Tanglin Club, Singapore. as 
' showing in a tangible form the high apprecia-. 
tion of the efforts of Mr. McKelvey by the 
music-loving community of Singapore. 


chin weak and undecided * Miss Carl, who had 

many opportunities of seding his Majesty while 

she was at the Palace a few years ago painting 

portraits of the Empress- Dowager, wrote of him: 
« 


“ He has a well-shaped head, with the intellectual 
qualities well developed, a high brow, with 
large brown eyes and rather drooping lids, not 
at all Chinese in form or setting. His nose is 
high and, like mest members of the Imperial 
Family, is of the so-called ‘noble’ type, A 
rather large mouth jvith thin lips, the upper 


short with a -#roud curve. the lower 
slightly protruding, a clear cnt, thin a 
strong ckin-a little beyond the line of 


.| forehead, with not an ounce of superfluous 
flesh on the whole face, give oe an 
agcetic air, and. in spite of his rather 
delicate: physique, an appearance of great 
reserved strength. His face is kin in 
expression, but the glance from the hea 
lidded eyebrows is shrewd and intelligent. 
manner is shy and retiring, but this does not 
seem to be so much from a lack of: confidence 
in himself as from the absence of that magnetic 
quality which gives one an appearance of 
assurance, . . . Over his whole face there 
is a look of self-repression which has almost 
reached a state of passivity.” : 

The Emperor was of a very studions dis. 
position, and followed events with the closest 
attention. English was among his studies, 
He was a great reader, aud a special official 
to buy books was kept at the Palace. His 
position is stated to have been no sineoure, 
asthe Emperor did not devote himself only to 

; © ines Lterature aaa the classics but devoured 
translations of forsizn works and was constantly 
calling: for new ones. 

| He was passionately roud of music played a 

J number of Chinese istruments and had evan 
tried the piano. Miss Carl also records that 
he was very clever in a mechanical way and 
could take to pieces and put together a clock 
with fair success. He was a very early riser 
* often getting up as early as two a.m. When 
there waa some ceremony in Peking or some 
sacrifice to his Ancestors he would go the sixteen 
miles, perform the ceremony or sacrifice and 
return in time for the Audience at eight 


. 
° 


o'clock” He did mot care for young aasso- ~ 


ciatex, either “mean or women, though he 
wax very fond of children. Miss Carl remarked 


that he had but few favourites at the 
Palace. and quite ‘ignored the pretty young 
xirlk and womed of Her ajesty's on- 


touraye. ‘‘ He seeins to have great respect for 
cleverness.” One derives from such an intimate 
description of the Duper the impression that 
if Hix Majesty had‘freely exercised his talents 
he would possibly Have made a great name in 
history. But all his life he has been over. 
shadowed by the Dowager-Emprees. “Her 
Majesty. being his Ancestress, is first in every- 
thing.” This was no less so in the political 
than in the social sphere. Our leading article 
to-day dealx with the Emperor as he n Ye- 
presented before the world by his official acts, 
| but the fore-going pen-picture of his private 
| life helps materially, we think. to a better un- 


j derstanding of his public life. 
| DEATH a THE EMPRESS 
| DOWAGER. 


ee 
ALLEGED TO HAVE BEEN 
| POISONED. 


A Peking telegram to the Daily Press om the 
16th inst. announced that the Empreas Dowager 
of China died the previous day, the 15th inst. 

It ix rumoured that she was poisoned by 
someone connected with the Anti-Manchu 


morement. 


We are indebted to Misa Carl's intensely 
interesting book * With the Empress- Dowager 
of China " for the following information regard- 
ing Her Majesty. Miss Carl was invited to the 
Palace in 1903 to paint Her Majesty's portrait. 
She lived in different palaces of Celes. 
tial Majesties for afew months and her interest. 
ing narrative shows that she had ties 
of becoming acquainted with life at the Chinese 
Court such ss no other Foreigner can élaim. 
Miss Carl had no idea of writing a book when 
she left the Palace as she well knew that { 
would be looked upon as a flagrant breach of 
hospitality, but the statements ascribed to her 
in the newspapers moved her to write fi her own 
defence as well as in the defence of her a 


patroness, “a fnil and true relation" of: her lifeaé 


mes 
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the Palace and her experiences walle PEnune 
the portraits of Her Majesty. The Tv for 
instance had written of the Empress- Dowager :— 
“ Some one has said she has the soul of a tiger 
in the body of a woman, and Miss Carl found 
the old lady shrewd and tempestuous.” Miss 
Carl, on the contrary, found her a charming 
hostess, considerate of the comfort of those 
around her and readily sympathising with sorrow. 
Miss Carl saw her under all circumstances,— 
“ at audiences, and in private, in anxiety and 
sorrow andin joy.” Again: “She was too great 
_ 8 lover of Nature in all its phasea to be cruel 
and heartless, and I am convinced she is 
muinely kind. She apparently greatly admired 
telligence, and goodness always seemed to 
appeal to her. She was ever a fascinating 
study, and her maguetic personality was full of 
charm. I found her thoroughly homan and 

perfectly womanly.” 
A PEN PORTRAIT. 
A perfectly proportioned figure, with head 
well set upon her shoulders and a fine presence ; 
really beautiful hands, daintily small and high- 
bred in shape ; a symmetrical, well-formed head, 
with a good development above the rather large 
ears ; jet-black hair, smoothly parted over a fine, 
broad brow; delicate, well-arched eyebrows ; 
brilliant, black eyes, set perfectly straight in 
the head ; » high nose, of the type the Chinese 
call “ noble.” broad between the eves and on a 
line with the forehead: an upprr lip of pret, 
” firmness. a rather large but beautiful mouth) 


was in habit of giving all who surrounded her a 
certain amount of latitude, until they came to 
rely on her favour and revealed themselves in 
their true light to her. Then she would quickly 
suppress them or cast them aside. 
seemed cruel and heartless. She sometimes 
would take another's estimate-of a character 
which she had favourably judged, for, of course, 
there isa great deal of jealousy and intrigue 
among her entourage, and she was influenced by 
reports that she heard ; for she was obliged. in 
order to form an opinion, to listen to the gossip 
of the Palace.. Her oyn penetration, however. 


end, her judgment would right itaglf. 


hersalf to be deceived by the favourites to whom 


ity of seeing them in their 
he was a good Biymogecamt bat 
ysiognomy. She 


This often 


would generally come to her aid and. in th 


She had strong prejudices, and éften allowed 
she had given her confidence. After several 
preliminary trials of their character, and when 
she thought she had arrived at a proper estimate 
of it, she was an ‘easy victim. These favourites 
could then act with impunity, and she was some- 
times made the dupe of their schemes. Thus 
Ministers. courtiers. friends. and attendante, 
who had once thoronghly established their posi- 
tions with her. could often yet the advantage 
of her and impose upon her nataral acumen. 
She conld be most sarcastic, sometimes cruelly 
so, but T generally found there was .ome reacon 
for her sarcasm. She was very impulsive and 


with mobile, red lip. which. when parted ove) had her share of temper, but there was never 
her firm white teeth. gave her smile a rure|any unladylike display of it. When she was 
charm ; 8 strong chin. but not, of exaggerated ; angry her voice was never raised ; it simply lost 
firmness and with no marks of obstinacy. Tfsa its silvery sweetness and took the quality of 
LT not known she was nearing her sixty-niuth! sume ordinary metal. and she was always quiet 


year, I should have thought her a well-preserved 
woman of forty. Being a widow, she used no 
cosmetics. Her face had the natural glow of 
health, and one could see that exquisite care and 
attention were bestowed upon everything cou- 
cerning her toilet. Personal neatness and an 
excellent taste in the choice of becoming colours 
_and ornaments enhanced this wonderfully youth- 
ful appearance, and a look of keen interest in 
her surroundings and remarkable intelligence 
crowned all these physical qualities and made an 
unusually attractive personality. 
AS A RULER.., 
She had the good of China at heart and was 
really a patriot ; in fact. I observed more patrio- 
tism, more National pride among the people I 
saw at Court, than J ever noticed elsewhere in 
China. I feel convinced the Emprese Dowager 
has strong National feeling and really loves her 
country, and is as patriotic a Chinese as there 
; is in China. When there were internal troubles, 
: or exterior complications, she seemed to he 
‘ really worried and to grieve, as if it were a per- 
pinal Chine: She made mistakes, of course, and 
: ve ones, but when it is remembered that her 
owledge of what takes place “ outside,” come. 
entirely from the reports made to her, that she 
has no opportunity of seeing things for herself, 
it seems wonderful she does not make more. 
Last winter a new scheme of taxation, by 
which the revenue would be largely increased 
and which taxation woud be scarcely felt by the 
people, was presented to Their Majesties for 
- @msideration. Her Majesty soon grasped the 
entire scope of the scheme and thought it good 
and feasible; but though the payment of the 
foreign indemnity made it imperative to increase 
. the revenue by every means possible, she hesi- 
tated over the inauguration of this new scheme. 
‘ fearing it might give the officials a new oppor- 
tanity to op orcss the common people, for it is 
not the laws that oppress the people in China. 
This is done by the officials who enforce them. 
She evidently reslized this power that the 
officials have of “ squeézing ” the people, and she 
wished to be assured of the manner in which 
‘this taxation woud be enforced before she gave 
her consent to the scheme. At the first presen- 
tation to her of this plan of taxation, she re- 
peated several times, “ I fear it may harass the 
people; we cannot harass the people; they have 
enough burdens to bear.” She was not so i 
about.not harassing the Officials, for they -were 
called upon all over China to make great contri- 
tions to the Imperial Treasury for the purpose 
of assisting in paying the foreign indemnity. 
Notwithstanding her penetration of character, 
her naturally good judgment, she made mis- 
takes in her appreciation of those who surround- 
ed her; but this was not strange, for she had 


and well-bred. 

From what I saw of the Empress Dowager. it 
seemed to me she would not brook interference 
in the accomplishment. of a design she had xet 
her heart upon—that she would not hesitate even 
at crushing an individual who stood in the way 
of the realization of some plans she had fixed upon. 
But her judgment. was so good. she did not 
decide upon a thing unless she felt it was 
absolutely imperative to carry it out. 

‘As for tact and social savoir, she is remarkahle. 
I never knew any one to possexs these qualities 
to a greater degree. At her first audience to 
foreigners, Sir Clande MacDonald. in reporting 
it. spoke of the Empress Dowager as “a kind 
and conrteous hostess. who displayed both the 
tact and softness of a womanly disposition.” 
Lady Susan Townley says of her: “ Where has 
she learned the ease and dignity with which 


she receives her European guests’ These 
opinions of her social tact. sa far as I could 
learn, are held by all the members of the 


Foreign Legations in Peking. — . 

When the young Prince Adalbert of Prussia 
was received in special audience by their 
Majexties. on his visit to Peking. he was accom- 
panied not only by the German Minister and his 
staff, but by a number of officers as his personal 
escort. This made an unusually large number 
of presentations necessary. I have been told 
that at the audiences of the Diplomatic Corps, 
where only gentlemen were present, the Em- 
press Dowager had a sort of shyness and did not 
show the same ease of manner as when she 
received the ladies. But at this audience of the 
young Prince she became interested in talk- 
ing with him, and I heard one of the 
gentlemen who was present say it was the first 
time he had seen Her Majesty thoroughly at 
ease at one of the audiences to the Diplomatic 
Corps, and that on that day she was perfectly 
charming. seeming to take the liveliest interest 
in questioning the young Prince, and convers- 
ing with him in a motherly way, and that he 
then realized to ita full extent her wonderful 
charm and her great social instinct. 


THE MOURNING. 


The proclamation of the death of an Emperor 
of China is usually made about ten days 
after the event, during which time arrange- 
ments for the succession have been completed. 
Then the people must go into mourning fora 
hundred days, an injunction which is, in the 
cities at least, strictly observed. During this 
period no weddings are allowed to be celebrated, 
and no festivities of any kind are allowed- 
The Regent and Emperor must wear 
mourning for three years. 
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one cannot always trust to p ; 
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J apenpebaeegenan 


There are no accession or cord cere- 


of the new Emperor being ell that marks 


| 
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' to allaw Prince Chun’s son to 


the change. 
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THE SITUATION AT - 
PEKING. 


. NEWS FROM JAPAN. 

Our Tokyo correspondent telegraphed on the 
17th inst. :— ‘ 

Sensational rumours of tragic occurrences 
at the Court of Peking are reaching Tokyo 
from Japanese newspaper correspondents, but 
in view of the promptness with which Prince 
Chun and his célleagues have assumed the 
government the Japanese Foreign Office does 
not anticipate any trouble. 


RUMOURS OF IMPENDING 
TROUBLE. 
Our Canton correspondent says that serious 
trouble is anticipated in Peking as it «| 
that Prince Tuan elaims the Throne for eg 
Pu Ch'n, who was proclaimed Heir Apperent 
when the late Emperor Kwang Hsu was tem- 
porarily dethroned by way of extinguishing his 
enthusiasm for reform. It is rumoured that 
Prince Tuan is marching on Pekog with a 
large body of soldivrs fro.n Manchuria, wh.ther 
he wus exiled on account of the Boxer trouble, 


DEATH-BED EDICTS. 

A series of Edicts issued by the late Emperor 
and the late Empress Dowager were published 
on Sunday, and are given in our Chinese issue 
(the Chung Ngot San Po). 

The first. signed by the late Emperor, states 
that as he had been educated and brought up by 
the Empress-Dowager he had done ali he could 
under Her Majesty's command to promote the 
welfare of the people. 
Her Majesty. én account of the state of the 
country, to take measures for the reform of the 
administration with a view to the edacation of 
the people, the cessation of quarrels with the 
Christians, to erect colleges, to promote com- 


merce and to so revise the laws as to give to the . 
country a Constitutional Government in order —_ 


to promote the peace and happiness of 
the people. The Edict 
that Her Majesty the Empresa-Dowager 
had agreed to all this. The welfare of the 
people had always been his heartfelt desire. 


goes on to say 


and in times of distress—caused, for instance, : 


by floods,—he had always desired to do what he 
could to alleviate the sufferings of the people. 
But since the arrival of Autumn his illness 

become serious, and, conscious that he could 
not recover, he had asked the Empress Dowager 


Emperor. The Edict describes the child aa 
clever and says he will be 
country. All officers, civil and 
commanded to do all that is in 


itary, are 
eir power to 


carry out the commands of the Edicts . 


which have been issued by the Throne, for 
the welfare of the. people; and His Majesty 
expressed the hope that his sincere desire, 
that the country should have Constitutional 
Government nine years hence, would be realised. 
Finally His Majesty commands that the 
mourning for him shall be limited, according 
to former custom, to 27 days. . 
An Edict issued in the name of the Empress 


Dowager directa certain Officers of State to- 


make the necessary preparations for the funeral. 
Al) the Officials sl ey ge Imperial clansmen 
(Manchus) with the single exception of H. E. 
Yuan Shih Kai, who is a Chinese. 

Another Edict, issued in the name of the late 
Empress Dowager, relates the fact that the 
Emperor, like his predecessor, waa childless, and 
announces that the Po-ye, the son of Prince 
Chun, had been appointed as the successor of 
the Emperor Tung Chih, as well as of Kwang- 
Hsa. 

A further Edict by the late Empress-Dow- 
ager proclaimed ‘Prince Po-ye as Emperor, 
and Prince Chun as Regent the Em- 
peror'’s minority, adding that the Regen 
would consult with herself (the Em 
the business of: 


D to th duct of 
OWager) as © COD : to tall 


the State until the Emperor 
age (16 in China). : 


This year he had asked . 


succeed him as . 
tet ei rind 


mae Pp meng 


ban nee... 


ba 
Py 


_ “ Empress:Dowager 


November 23, 1908.] 
This was followed by an Edict announcing 
that the Emperor Kwang-Hsu died at 
the 14th a a S es 
THE INFANT EMPEROR'S FIRST EDICT. 
An Edict issued in the name of the infant 
Emperor ae 
had occupied the throne for thirty-four years, 


- and announces that in succeeding to the Throne 


he will conduct the affairs of State with due 
regard to the proprieties and in accordance with 
the principles laid down by Her Majesty the 
Empress Do . The Edict proclaims the 
Emperor’s love for his people and gives assurance 
that he will select the best Ministers in order that 
the business of the State may be conducted in 
the most satisfactory manner. Confident that 
throughout the length and breadth of China the 
people will be deeply grieved to learn of the 

ror Kwang-Hsu, the Edict hopes that all 
civil and military officers in the Capital and in 


‘the different provinces will remain loyal to the 


me. Governors and high officials are 
exhorted to do all in their power to carry out 
the projects of reform with a view to the 
establishment of sound government, and the 
Edict adds the assurance that such strivings 
will rejoice His Majesty Kwang-Heu in 
Heaven. 

THE MOURNING. 

The first Edict of the new Emperor refers to 
the ceath-bed wish of the late Emperor that the 
mourning should be limited {o 2/ days, and the 
infant sovereign is represented ax saying that 


he feels this period to be inenfficieut anl it is 


commanded that mourning sheuid be als orved 
for three years, but ceremonies in the Sus: erial 
temples are to be carried on ax usual. 
THE NEW EMPRES8S-DOWAGER. 

Another Edict, dated the 15th inst, directs 
that Tszu Li should be known as * the great 
Dowager Empress,” and that the designation 
should belong +o the 
bereaved Empress. 

A special Edict directs the responsible officials 
to submit a recommendation as to how the 


Emperor's name should be written. It would 
be lese majest: to write the Kmperor’s name 
with the full characters. abbreviated 


character is employed. 
DOWAGER EMPRESS EXPLAINS HER ACTIONS. 
An Edict issued hy the Empress Dowager 
herself on the 15th inst is to the effect that she 
was selected to be Empress by the Emperor 
Ham Fung. When her son Tung Chi succeeded 
to the throne the Taiping rebellion and revolts 
in other -provinces distracted the country but 
she and Chi An (first wife of the Emperor Ham 
Fung), acting according to the instruction of 
her deceased husband. and with the assistance of 
the Ministers and the generals, succeeded in 
suppressing the rebellions. After the death of 
the Emperor Tung Chi. Kwang Hsu succeeded 
to the throne. At the time the affairs of the 
country were ina very parlous etate. Besides 
disturbances within the Chinese’ Empire itself. 


outside troubles demanded attention. ‘so that | 


she was compelled to help the Emperor to carry 
on the work and at the same time to prepare 
for the establishment of constitutional govern- 
ment. This year she appointed the time when 
the constitution should he introduced. She 
was then still strong enough to look after affairs 
but on the arrival of summer and autumn 
the work became more onerous and she had no 
time to rest. She lost her appetite and slept very 
little and her strength gradually waned. Still 
she did not dare to have a holiday. On the 14th 
inst., on the day of the death of the Emperor. 
she became very depressed. For about fifty 
yéars she had swayed the destinies of the empire 
during which time she had exerted herself to 
the utmost in the interests of China. At 
present reform on constitutional lines was con- 
templated and the empire was gradually impro- 
ving and advancing. The present Emperor 
was still very young. Prince Chun, the regent, 
and all the other officers in the capital and in. 
different provinces should give him every 
assistance to protect the country and the 
Emperor. should exert himself to improve his 


knowledge and help to make China a great power. 


. PREPARATIONS FOR THE FUNERAL. 
Another edictisissuedin the name of theyoung 
Emperor. . It states that he has been appointed 
Emperor by Emperor Kwang. Hsu and the 


Empress Dowager. Unexpectedly on the 14th. 


inst. the Emperor Kwang Hsu died and on the 


_ following day at 2 p.m. the Empress Dowager 


. eer 


lores the death of his uncle who | 
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died. He adds that he willcarry out her instruo- 
tion with regard to mourning and to looking after 
the affairs of the country and he therefore 


appointed ministers which include Prince Su, 
| Luk Chuen Lum (grand secretary), and others, 
to make the necessary. preparations for the 
funeral. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO OFFICIALS. 

Another edict by the young Emperor states 
that on accnunt of the deaths of the Emperor 
and Empress Dowager the Tartar Generals, 
Viceroys, Governors, generals, etc., should con- 
tinue in their office and need not apply 
for permission to come to the capital to pay 
their respects to him. 

A third edict issued in his name asks the 
officers who look after the trates of the For- 
bidden City to keep strict order and not to 
allow people to be found there without reasonable 
excuse. Every place should be properly guarded 
and if any officer be found negligent he will be 
reverely punished. 

SUPPRESSION OF NEWS AT CANTON. 

Writing on Monday our Canton correspon- 
dent says :— 

H.E. the Viceroy of Canton has received a 
cablegram from His Excellency Chang Chih 
Tung stating that the Palace is quiet and 
requesting him to reassure the people of the 
Kwangtung province and to arrest and punish 
agitators. 

It is stated that on Sunday afternoon Hix 
Excellency Viceroy Chang sent deputies to the 


Local Presg here requesting them not te 
publish the news concerning the Emperor's 
death. This step was probably taken because 
the Local Anthorities had not received 


official instructions from the Central Govern- 
ment to announce the Emperor's death to the 
public. This morning all the local papers are 
silent concerning the death of the Emperor; they 
only mention that His Majesty is seriously il. 
At about 10.30 a.m. to-day another telegram 
reached Canton announcing the death of the 
Empress Dowager and the news haa since been 


confirmed by the local officials. 
At 10 am. this morning the German, 
Japanese and Diutch consular flagr were 


half-masted. The English and the French 
consulates did not half-mast their flags until 
about 1 p.m. 


NATIONAL MOURNING —ITS EFFECT ON TRADE. 


The Emperor and the Empress Dowager will | 


not be officially dead until 20 days ure past. 
When the deaths are proclaimed the Viceroy 
of Canton and the high officials will have to go 
every morning to the Emperor's Temple in the 
City for 40 days to perform the prescrihed 
mourning rites. ; 

The Emperor's death entails general mourning 
for 100 days. This will sertoualy affect trade 
as, according to the etiquette ohserved on sy 
occasions, no silk or gaudy-coloured snits cdn 
be worn and (alas! for the barbers!) the hair 
canno the shaved. Theatres and other pleasure 
houses will be closed ; no marriage can take 
place. no music will be allowed even at funerals. 
The loss to owners of pleasure resorts will be 
enormous. The Manchus and Bannermen will 
have to go into mourning for three years. By 
the way. several of my Chinese friends tell me 
that they will: go to Hongkong or Macao 
whenever they need to have their hair 
‘shaved or “to look see sing song” during 
the State mourning. No doubt Hongkong 
and Macao will have a busy time during the 
State mourning days, especially as it happens 
to fall in the Chinese marriage season. 

There will be a large invasion of-this class 
of people from the Kwangtung province to 
Hongkong and Macao to put through their 
marriage ceremonies. 

NO TROUBLE ANTICIPATED. 

The Canton correspondent of the-Chung Nyot 
San Po (Chinese Daily Press) writing on the 
18th inst. says that the brother of a Pek- 
ing official, resident in Canton, has received a 
telegram stating that when the death of the 
Emperor and Empress Dowager was announced 
great excitement prevailed, and trouble was 
anticipated. All fears, however, were dispelle 
with the appointment of the new Emperor, and 
the capital is new quiet. e 

; MOURNING REGULATIONS. 

Our -Canton correspondent writes on the 
18th inst :—According to ancient custom the 
Local Authorities would have to wait until the 
arrival of the written Edict from Peking before 


issuing the lamation ord State Mourn- 
ing. On 


is occasion, the Foreign Consuls 
here having already recived cable fastractions 
from their respective Ministers announcing 
officially the death of Their Majesties the late 
Emperor K wong Hsu and the Emprees Dowsgyr ; 
the Consuls caused their flags to be. - 
masted. Upon His Excellency the Vicero: 

being informed of the paid by the 
big Consuls to the deceased Imperial ° 
ages, His Excellency telegraphed to P for 
instructions as to ow he’ choad act in the 
matter. Ly the Viceroy received a cable 


from the Board of Rites in Pekin nesting 
His Excellency to start the State Kouraing on 
the 19th instant. - 

The Viceroy haa notified the officials and 
the gentry that the death ceremomies of the 
late Emperor and Empress Do r will take 
place to-morrow in -two se buildin 
viz: that of the late mperor in the 
Kwam.Tai Temple and the late Em- 
press Dowager in Wong Wah Hall. All 
the officials from the Viceroy downwards will 
have to go to each of these two places twice 
daily (7 am.and 2p.m,.) to weep before the 
tablets of the deceased Imperial personages for 
three days from the 19th instant. 

Two proclamations have been iasued to-day 
giving the mourning rites for the officials and 


wie pean'e, the gist being as follows — 


OFFICIAL MOURNING BITES. 


luring 27 days. commencing from the 26th \/~ 


day of the 10th moon (19th instant) all officials 
must le in deep mourning; they must wear 
white long robes and use white official chairs. 
After the expiration of 27 days they are to wear 
long cloth robes for 100 days. At the end of 
the 100 days all officials are required to 
wear silk robes of a darkish colour withou 
any figured designs for three years. During 
the 27 days from the 19th instant 
all officials must use blue ink P si 
for stamping their official seals, and all official 
documents, dispatches, proclamations, &c., must 
be written in blue ink. All the courts and 
official reception parlours must be draped in 
mourning. No official will be permitted to 
shave his head, ‘and no wedding will be allowed 
for 100 days. No music will be allowed in the 
yamens. or in the houses of the officials for one 
year. Allred lanterns are to be ‘immediately re- 
moved from the yamens andreplaced by blue ones. 
No beating of fongs or music of whatever 
nature will be permited when officials go out to 
pay calls. : 
MOURNING RITES OF THE COMMON PEOPLE, 
During 27 days commencing from the 15th 
instant all persons must be in deep mourning. 
Men must not wear red tassels and buttons 
on their hats and women must not wear gold 
hair ornaments or jewellry of any desert ieiaw: 
During 100 days from the 15th instant no man 
must shave his head. Marriages are prohibibed 
for one month commencing from the 15th instant 
and music is prohibited for 100 days. 


BUSINESS. 


Several lines of business had an exceptionally 
brisk time in the City both to-day and yesterday. 
Over 200 marriages took place here during those 
two days. It is said that all cakes in the 
shops and restaurants have been bought up on 
account of the numerous weddings, and there 
were not a few funerals with long and grand 
processions accompanied by music. All silver 
earrings, ear picks, and in fact silver jewelery of 
any description available in the market have 
been bought up during the last two da The 
silver smiths in the City are now working day 
and night to meet the demands. 

THE MOUBNING AT COURT. 

In response to a ‘memorial presented by the 
Imperial Princes. and High Officials, the- Em. 
peror has issued an Edict stating that following 
the examples of his predecessors on the Throne 
he will not wear deep mourning for the whole 
period of three years, but only for the first 100 
days. During the - remaining twenty-seven 
months he will wear light mourning. — 

THE CONDOLENCES OF FOREIGN NATIONS,- ~— 

Another Edict issued on Saturday _gratefi 


acknowledges ‘the messages of \condolence .re- 

ceived from foreign ‘nations and refers'to this - 

sympathy as strengthening the bonds of friend. 
Pp. . x " b Base ai 


ie 


"-: DISTURBANCES FEARED. 
The Edict proceeds to warn the public against 
ing lying rumours calculated to disturb 
i peace. It has come to the knowledge of 
: the: government that evilly-disposed persons 
: are going into the interior for the purpose of 
stirring up a rebellion, and the Board of Local 
Affairs, the Commander of the Bodyguards 
together with the Provincial Viceroys and 
Governors are, commanded to give instructions 
to the civil and military officers to be on the 
alert, and to issue rewards for the capture 
of the ringleaders. After prompt trial such as 
are found guilty are to be immediately executed: 
The officers effecting the capture of the 
rebels are to be amply rewarded. 
| DEATH OF PRINCE CHING. 
The death of His Highness Prince Ching 
President of the Wai-wu-pu is, we regret to 
learn, confirmed. It occurred on Wednesday 
about 1 pm. The Prince, says the message. 
was overwhelmed with sorrow on learning of the. 
death of the Emperor and Empress Dowager, 
and was troubled because he was not permitted 
to take part in the enthronement of the present 
monarch, and the probable loss of power he would 
suffer under the present regime. 
DOCTORS DEGRADED. 
A telegram to the Chung Ngoi Sun Po 
(Chinese Daily Press) states that all the doctors 
i in the Imperial Hospital who were engaged to 
attend on the deceased Emperor have becn’ 
degraded and deprived of their rank although 
allow to remain,in office. The doctors who were 
: commanded by the Viceroys and Governors of 
i et ; oe abe to attend are also to he punished |: 


ing lowered two degrees in their rank but 
are allowed to remain in office. 
THE EMPEROR'S NAME. 
A telegram received in Canton by the corres- 
. pondent of fhe Chung Ngot San Po states that 
‘ the baby emperor is to be named Siin Tung. 
. PROTECTIVE MEASURES. 

The Grand Secretary, according to another 
telegram, has given instructions to the officers 
responsible for the protection of Peking to take 
every precaution to ensure the adequate protec- 
tion of the capital, otherwise they will be severely 
punished. Soldiers have been added to the 
guard of the Forbidden City and the police have 
been instructed to prohibit rumours concern- 
ing the action of the Government. 

ARREST IN THE PALACE. 

Our Chinese contemporary is also informed hy 
telegraph that Li Lin Ying, the chief eunuch, 
and four others were arrested and sent to the 
Board of Punishment to be kept in custody as a 

-punishment for their interference with the 
action of the Government. 
NATIVE BANKS HARD PRESSED. 

Another telegram is to the effect that the 
native banks in Peking being hard pressed and 
suffering from tightness of money the Board 
of Finance has come to their assistance with a 
large sum of money and thereby removed the 
fears of the people. 

MOURNING. 

On the 18th November a mourning service 

for the Emperor took place. . 
: THE ROYAL SIGNATURE. 

Another telegram announces that Prince Chak 
has been authorised to sign the name of the 
Emperor during his infancy. 

. PEKING QUIET. 

The city is quiet, military precautions having 

been taken to prevent any disturbance. 
" RIOTS AT SINGAPORE. 

A Singapore telegram to the Daily Press on 
the 19th inst. stated :— 

Riots have occurred here to-day owing to the 
refusal of Straits-born Chinese to jo'~ in the 
mourning for the late Emperor and sémpress- 
Dowager of China. Shops and tramcars were 
-stoned and a constable was injured. Fights took 
: among rival sets of coolies. Many arrests 

ve been made in connection with these 
. distar bances. 


On Nov. 15, being the anniversary of the birth- 
day of the King of Portugal, His Excellency 
q the Governor and party paid an official visit 
x to Macaoin H.M.8. Clio. The Governor was 
i accompanied by Mr. A. J. Brackenbury, Private 
in _ Secretary, Captain Simson, A-D.C., Hon. Mr. 
EB. H.-and Mrs: May, Commodore, Mrs. and 
“Miss-Lyons. The visitors from Hongkong were 
-ehtertained. at lunoheon at Government House 

Macao by H.E Senhor Rocadas, and returned 
to Hong! in fhe evéning. 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESSfAND 
+ ‘THE SHANGHAI LIBEL CASE. 


qnisleading the said members of the Fouse’ 


of integrity, of unbiassed mind. of  seru- 
pulous fairness, truthfulness and__ honesty, 
and of unquestioned legal  ability— that 


In H.B.M. Supreme Court at Shanghai on 
November 10th, before His Honour Mr. F. 8. A. 
Bourne, Acting Judge, and a‘jury composed of 
Mesars. E. A. Morriss, F. E. Glanville, K. D. 
Stewart, H. Veitch and H. E. Campbell, the 
charge against H. D. O'Shea, of the China 
Gazette of libelling Judge Wilfley was heard. 

Mr. H. P. Wilkinson, Crown Advocate, a 
Mr. R. E. Gregson, prosecuted, and the defen-- 
dant was represented by Messrs. Ellis and Hays. 

In the pleadings the defendant said :— 

Our Lord the King ought not further to pro- 
recute the said indictment against him, hecause 
he says that it is trae that the matter in the said 
publication referred to did in fact show on the 
part of the said L. R. Wilfley indecency 
mendacity and a contempt for truth and justice 
and a desire to revenge himself as alleged 
therein, and that the said L. R. Wilfley is in 
truth and in fact a coarse, unscrupulous and 
ignorant and vulgar mountebank as alleged and 
that the said L. R. Wilfley is in truth and in fact 
pane mentally and morally unfitted for 
and incapable of exercising his judicial functions 
as alleged. and that the said L. R. Wilfley in 
making the statement in the said publication 
referred to was in fact stating what he knew at 
the time to he untrue with the abtect of 


Committee as alleged therein an-i that the said 
L. R. Wilfiey had in fact extended protection to 
persons notorious in Shanghai as sxwindlers and 
that his plea in regard to companies organized 
and operating under the Hongkong Ordinances 
was in fact false ax alleged in the said 
publication. 

And the said Henry David O'Shea further 
says that before and at the time of the publica- 
tion in the said indictment mentioned the said 
L. R. Wilfley was holding a judicial position 
as judge of the U. 8. Court for China in Shang- 
hai and that members of the public in Shanghai 
might at any‘time be under the necessity of 
entrusting the adjustment and enforcement of 
their rights and the rectification of their wrongs 
either civil or criminal to the judgement 
care of the said L. R. Wilfley in such capacity 
as aforesaid—that the said judicial office is 
one which should in the interests of 
the whole community, beth Chinese and 
foreign, of Shanghai. be filled by a person 


the said L. R. Wilfley was hy reason of the 
matters hereinbefore set forth a person unfitted 
for his said judicial office and for the conscientious 
carrying out and performance of the duties 
appertaining thereto hy reason whereof it was for 
the public benefit that the said matters so charged 
in the suid indictment should be published, and 
this he. the said H. D. O'Shea is ready to. verify. 
Wherefore he prays judgement. and that by the 
Court here he may be dismissed and discharged 
from the said premixes in the said indictment 
above specified. 

The Crown Advocate’s reply was :—The said 
EH. P. Wilkinson, Crown Advocate. says that by 
reason of anything in the second plea alleged: 
our said Lord the King ought not-to be preclud- 
ed from further prosecuting the said indictment 
against the said H. D. O'Shea, because he says, 
that he denies the s&id several matters in the 
said second plea alleged. and says that the same 
are not, nor are nor is any or either of them 
true. And this he the said Crown Advocate 
prays may be inquired of by the country and the 
said H. D. O'Shea doth the like. 

As announced by telegram the defendant was 
“eonvicted and sentenced to two months’ impri- 
sonment. 


Great interest. was taken in the action for 
criminal libel against Mr. Henry O'Shea, 
editor and proprietor of the China Gazette, 
Shanghai, 

Mr. Justice Bourne in the course of his sum- 
ming up to the Jury said: If Mr. O'Shea 
could show that what he said was true and that 
he said it for the public benefit then he was; 
entitled to thé Jury's verdict. There were two 
points then to. which tke J had to direct 
their attention. The first point was as to 
whether the libel was true, and the second was 
whether it was for the public benefit that it 
should be published. 


’ 


“With regard to the trath:of the charg 

were in rather # more difficnlt..pos ! 
they might have been, because Mr. .O'f 
hed not given the exact facts on whi 


which had been adduced 
support of his libel was 
Judge Wilfley had said about Mr. O'Shea. His 
Lordship desired to say at once that he was - 
going to deal with Judge Wilfley as a private 


b 
the remarks which 


rson. He had every respect for the sister 
Court in this place, hut what he thought it 
necessary to say he would say without the least 
compunction. There was the charge against 
Mr. O'Shea that he was disreputable and 
that he went over from the support of the 
Japanese to the Russians. With regard. 
to the latter he said himself that he had 
been chaffed about that. About the first part— 
being disreputable—Judge Wilfley said that he 
came new to this place and gathered from his 
friends and from people he met what he under- 
stood to be the reputation of Mr. O’Shea and 
what he said to the people at Washington was 
exactly what he gathered from what people told 
him in Shanghai. Now the jury had to consider 
whether what he said was making a white sheep 
a black sheep, or whether it was making brown 
sheep a little darker. The Jury must remember 
that when Judge Wilfley said these things of Mr. 
O'Shea he was on his defence. If they thought 
what he satd amounted to saying that a virtuous 
person was a blackguard that would be serious : 
but if it was only a slight exaggeration, his 
Lordship did not see how this would help Mr. 
U'Shes. The Jury would remember that there 
was one other thing which was.said and that 
waa that Mr. O'Shea’s paper did not enter the 
beat homes. Mr. Wilfley no doubt knew whether 
the paper was taken at the houses of his friends 
and the jury must judge for themselves whether 
these were reasonable conclusions for him to— 
draw or gross exaggerations. The evidence 
adduced in-this Court as to the examination of 
the lawyers left a nasty taste in the mouth. 
Judge Wilfley had the discretion of dealing with 
these persons as he chose, but it did seem to his 
Lordship that if Mr. O'Shea had criticized that 
proceeding with candour and sincerity he, would 
have been justified in doing so. What his - 
Lordship did not like was that there was a con- 
fusion between the literary examination and 
moral character. He did not see why that 
need have been. If Mr. Holcombe wished to 
go up for examination, he did not see why 
Judge Wilfley should advise him that he 
had better not. Judge Wilfley might have 
gaid that he had better come up again in six 
mente The examination and certificates as. 
to moral character should have been kept quite 
distinct. The man should have been told: 
“Here are your papers and you have failed. 
You had better come up in aix months.” The 
way this matter had been dealt with had created 
the feeling amongst these lawyers that they had 
not had, to use a slang expression, “& run for 


their money.” What was done his Lordship 
thought was harsh and precipitate, in fact 
Judge Wilfley himself had acknowle that 
it was too short notice. About t his 


given m ; 
had Framer ee a harsh way, that 
have been justi nomore. Turning to th 

aaaticall the Water-tower districf, his Lontehip 


said that the jury knew what had, bea: eg) 
There it seemed to him also that there was some 
degree of harshness; not that he cowl Poa toe 


Tudge.of the,Amrioan Court. wag f0 


Satitwitatet an. 
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: CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT , , 8 
what had been done was done legally, but there | thrown on the defendant and he had got to 


was a discretion anid it was'a question of whether 
this discretion’ had been judicially exercised. 
A celebrated English J udge had said, “ Let us 
determine matters here so that they shall stand 
With the -reason of mankind when debated 
abroad." It seemed to his Lordxh'p. that this 
matter had been dealt with rather too much in 
a hurry; it was like blazing into the brown 
instead of picking off the birds one by one as 
opportunity offered. 
other evidence which had been adduced 
in support of the libel His Lordship referred to 
in terms which showed that it had carried very 
little Win ee with him, and then proceeded to 
say that the jury had heard counsel on both sides 
and he had endeavoured to direct their attention 
to the facts on which this libel was stated to ba 
«based. Now what they ought to do waa to 
compare the facte with the libel itself and they 
had to say to themselves “Can these facts 
support such a weight of opprobrium as we read 
in this libel?" This libel was not couched 
in calm words of reason, but in a hot blast 
of invectives. The jury had to say whether 
this was true or half true, or if it was 
quite untrue. If they found that these things 
which were stated were true, .they had © con- 
sider whether they were written fe the benefit 
of the public. It was quite legal to discnss.and 
criticize the 
criticism must not be a cloak for personal spite 
or attacks on character. Criticism of their 
- Judgements was welcome to Judges whose object 
was to do justica, but such criticism must be 
couched in language respectful to the J udge 
. who was clothed for the time being with tha 
power given by the State. Now hia Lordship 
could not say that there was nothing to cri- 
ticize ; he thought there was a great deal to 
criticize and he thought that there was a great 
deal for which Judge Wilfley could not possibly 
be blamed. 


With regard to Judge Wilfley himself it 
was with the greatest reluctance that his 
Lordship said. anything, but in the interests of 
justice he thought that he ought to say that a 
criticism which the China Gazette might have 
brought forward to the public benefit of the 
community, American citizens and the Judge 
himself was that he need not have been in such 
a hurry and that if he had settled down quietly 
and without any questidn of lawyers, and if there 
were any black sheep, he would have had an 
opportunity of dealing with them as the question 
came along. It was not his Lordship's business 
to enter upon criticism at all, but he wanted the 

' Jury to understand what Mr. O'Shea might 
have said in order that they might see what he 
had no right to say. A criticism of that sort 
with candour and sincerity would have been 
legal and it would have been the duty of any 

newspaper here~to have it. But it seamed to 
his Lordship ‘that particular libel went 
very far beyond that. It went beyond the 
bounds of anything the- public benefit could 
require. A case might arise where a J udge 
ought to be removed from office. It that was so. 
would not a sincere man havegone about that 
matter in a very different manner? Would he 
not have stated facta in moderation and com- 
mented upon them calmly ? Would he not have 
left these citizens of the United States resident 
in China to bring these more gross charges 
ina right way? Ought Mr. O'Shea here 
to have attacked the Judge of another 
nation in such a way as to bring his ad- 
ministration ‘into contempt? Of course 
the Jury must weigh the evidence with cool 

. heads and do their duty between the Crown and 
the accused. It seemed to his Lordship that the 
Jury must look at the charges and see whether 
Mr. O'Shea had proved all of them. If he had 
proved all of them to be true, then. they had to 
see if they ought to have been published for the 
public benefit, and if they ought to have ‘been 
ublished in the manner in which he published 
thera: . Unless the Jury believed that it was all 
true and that it was all for the public benefit to 
gears in this way then they must find 


guilty. 
Mr. ah asked his Lordship to instruct the 
Py aé to any reasonable doubt they might 
ve 


His Lordship said that Mr. O'Shea published 
libellotis matter: In the ordi way he would 
direét the ju¥ to find a vetdict of guilty. Then 

_ the statiite chitié in and said that the onus was 


ecisions of Judges, but such: 


prove the truth of it and that it was published 
in the public interest. He must prove it all. 

Mr. Ellie said that the Jury might have a 
reasonable doubt as to whether he had proved 
all the charges and had satisfied them as to the 
benefit. . en 

His Lordship said that of course if the Jury 
were in doubt, having given the matter their 
sincere consideration, and thev still remained in 
doubt as to what they ought to -do, they would 
Rive the aceuged the benefit of that doubt. 

The Jury had one issue to try and that was 
whether Mr. O’Shea had shown that this palp- 
able libel was true and whether it was for the 
public benefit. The-jury would consider their 
verdict. 

The jury then retired to consider their verdict. 

On returning to Court the Jury answered 
that they found defendant guilty. 

Defendant had nothing to say, and sentence 
was about to be passed when the Crown Advocate 
rose and said—My Lord. I think perhaps, it 
would be right if I would eay that os far as 
the Crown ix concerned in this case, and as the 
object of this case is to put an end to such libels 
on the Judge of a friendly Power, as far as the 
Crown is concerned, we leave it entirely at your 
Lordship’s discretion. The Crown is quite 
satisfied with xnch a sentence as will mark the 
fact of the libel, and the private complainant 
wishes nothing in the way of an extreme penalty. 
All the Crown desires is that in the interests of 
the public. and of the two Courts, the libel bc 
marked as one which cannot be allowed. 

His Lordship-—You do not press for a heavy | 
sentence ¢ 

The Crown Advocate—No. 

His Lordship (addressing the defendant)— 
Henry David O'Shea, you have had a very 
careful trial, and you have been very ably 
defended. I do not see that any reasonable man 
could have come to any other conclusion under 
the law as it is, than that conclusion the Jury 
has come to. I think it is the conclusion that 
any man who has heard this case must have 
come to, Whien you wrote those words you 
must have known that you were writing a gross 
libel about a man who was just returning to 
begin his duties as Judge of the Court of a 
friendly nation here. I have considered the 
reason—I must say that there was something 
to provoke you—I have considered that. I have 
also very carefully considered the remarks of 
Mr. Wilkinson, and the fact that the prosecution 
merely wished to have justice done, and does 
not call for a heavy sentence. I am very sorry 
it happens to he my.uty to pass sentence upon 
you at all, but it is my duty. and I sentence you 
to two months’ imprisonment as a misdemeanant 
of the first division. _ 

Mr. Ellis—On hehalf of the defendant I wish 
now to make an application. Defendant has 
asked me to represent to you that being in 
the position he is, perlaps your Lordship may 
say if he can be allowed out on bail for two or | 
three days, for the purpose of making certain 
arrangements with regard to his business. Bail 
will be of such a character as will probably 
satisfy your Lordship, and also all the require- 
ments and wishes of my friend the Crown 
Advocate. | 

The Crown Advucate—I have no precedent in 
my mind, and the responsibility ix too great 
for me. I leave it entirely to your Lordship. 

His Lordship.—I do not see how it can be done. 
I will make this arranjyement. He can for two 
days see peoyile in the presence of the chief con- 
stable of the gaol for the purpose of giving diree- 
tions. I donot know of any precedent for any other 
indulgence than that. (To the jury) I am very 
much obliged to you. gentlemen, for your care- 
ful attention to this case. It has occupied your 
time for several days, and you will be exempted 
from further service forjthis year and the three 
succeeding years. We all very much indebt- 
ed to you. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF CUSTOMS 
STATIONS ON RAILWAYS. 


The Presidents of the Boards of Finance and 
Posts and Communication have agreed that 
Customs stations shall be established at all 
important points along the railways, and that 
with this object in view a preliminary enquiry 
should be ordered so as to find out exactly the 
number of such places. 


aa > 


MANILA'S NEW WATER SUPPLY. 


Manila's new water supply was tarned on last 
week, the Governor-General’ turning ‘the wheel 
which gave to the city its new mpply. 
‘ Morning baths now,” is the heading given 
& Manila contempo to the report of the 
ceremony. The water is taken from the Marie 
quina River 20 miles northeast of Manila. The 
watershed above the point of diversion covers 
about 140 square miles of mountain and forest 
and is withdrawn from settlement. Private 
property within this reservation will be-expro- 
priated, and the entire district will be freed from 
human contamination forever. “The reservoir 
ix rectan in plan and measures 509 by 764 
feet and is 20 feet deep. Its capacite. 
is 50,000,000 gallons. Its construction Involved 
the excavation of 275,000 cubic yards of material, 
the placing of about 9,000 cubic yards of con- 
crete, and the use of about 120,009 pounds of 
steel, 

* The dam is 400 feet long on the crest and 
about 85 feet in extreme height. It is built of 
cyclopean masonry, or concrete in which lar. 
stones are embedded. - Behind the dam will 
a storage basin which will serve the city during 
the dry months when the discharge of the river 
ix less than that necessary for the supply. 

“The cost of the completed work is 
about P3.000,000 as far ax the Deposito, and 
the distribution system to ba installed ithrough- 
out ‘the city will cost about 1,000,000 
additional, . vs : 

“The Atlantic, Gulf and Pacific Company 
were the contractors for the building of the steal 
pipe, tunnet. and conduit; the Matson, Lord and 
Belser Company for the reservoir and dam. 

* Mr. Salvador Farre is the subcontractor for 
the dam, and the Manila Construction Company 
has completed the reservoir and gatehouse. 

* The new system supplies 22,500,000 gallons 
of water each twenty-four. hours—enough to 
give every man, woman, and child in the city 
009 gallons per day.” . 


a ee re 
SALE OF FIREARMS TO CHINA. 


FORMATION OF JAPANESE TRUST, 

Japanese papers report that the Chinese 
Government is eager to improve the Army, and 
the number of rifles and guns purchased by each 
provincial grovernment is rapidly increasing. 
Great importance is now placed by merchants of 
various countries on the export of firearms to 
China, and an acute rivalry has sprang up in 
the sale of firearms to China. The diversity of 
nationality of the competitors is evident in the 
struggle. At present Messrs. Armstrong & Co, 
of England, and Krupps of Germany, reign 
supreme. In Japan the Mitsui, Okura, and 
Takata have been competing among them. 
selves. oo German merchants are said 
to” be ofdfoing the Japanese in the lavish 
bribery of Chinese officials, and not grndg- 
ing expenditure on. this: object. Aware of 
the disadvantage under which Japanese firma 
lalwur in being divided and striving in competi- 
tion against each other, the Mitsui, Okura, and 
Takata firms have formed a trust to sell firearms 
to China. The Japanese military arsenals are 
having a period of slackness since the war, and 
can spare time for the mannfacture of firearms 
for the Chinese Army. The Chinese officials 
are, however, influenced more by the commiasion 
paid to them than by the nality of the arms © 
when giving orders, and rman merchants 
have therefore the supre in the competition, 
Japanese merchants coming next.- English 
merchants, whose notions of commercial morality 
are higher, are being outdone by the merchants 
of the two countries mentioned.—Japan 
Chronicle. 


Now that the revenue of Netherlands India 
sorely needs increase, the Government is con- 
sidering a scheme for peeeng more money out 
of tobacco planters. At present, on every bale 
of 100 kilogrammes exported from the Colony, 
one guilder is levied in Java; The same rate 
is also levied in Deli, but the bale weighs only | 
80 kilogrammes. This tax yielded 715,000 
guilders in 1906. It is recipe out: that 
Sumatra tobacco fetches a higher prive than... 
Java leaf,, and that, in common fairness; to 
should be taxed on the value and not on the 
weight. The main objection to the:jdes is thit™ 
a duty on the value would be hard tévolloct, | ‘-. 
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IMPORTS. — , 


RICE, 


Honexone, 23rd November: — The prices are 
ee advancing, market being brisk, 
20 


tions are ;— 


Baigon, Ordinary 0.0.00. .c.0:.....$5.45 to $5.30 
“» Round, Good quality 5.00 to 5.10 
oA LONG is csee dade ceecseoveideees 5.30 to 5.85 
Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2... 4.95 to 5.00 
» Garden, - No.1... 5.05 to 6.15 
je | WWI a5 A aeetedeteasiesss 6.20 to 5.25 
» Fine Cargo....... Sesbandtgteges 5.80 to 5.95 


SUGAR. 


Manita, 31st October. — Manila, Nowinal 
Taal: Nominal. Tloilo: Market has ruled quiet 
over the inferval — the cargo peras. “ Fiume” 
waa taken up by Chinese in Lloilo at P.5.- b. a. 
—A few lorchadas of new -:rop have already 
come in aud these have found buyers at P. 
5.06} b. a-whioh at ex: 2/1 is equal to £8. 19. 2. 
per ton f. 0. b. Old stocks ava very small, we 
estimate there are not more than 50U tons of 
thease still available fur export. Wleither for 
milling operations is very favourable, con- 
sequently we may expect to seo arrivals rather 
earlier than usual thie scason. 


PIECE GOODS. 


Megara, Noel, Murray & Co. of Shangbai in 
their latest Piece Gods Report, dated Shanghai 
18th November, states:— Although there has 
been more movewent during the interval in 
American goods, and ratbee better prices are 
now being offered, our wurket remains for the 
most part in a state of stagnation. Fresh 
business is altogether out of the question, the 
dealers still being able to eupply all wante 
from the goods they have in hand, supplemente { 
by the Auctions, which by the way, we under- 
stand are to ba still further reduced in 
quantity this week. For English goods there 
is absolutely no enquiry flivately, and the 
wretchedly wet weather has not helped clearances 
again, ‘I'he outlook is still very gloomy, the 
enquiry for Newchwang being just a flash in 
the pan in view of the eirly closing of that 
Port. Tientsin is in a bopeless condition, but 
has a small enquiry fur Yarnr. The news 
received from Hank.w yesterday of the failure 
of four Bank’ there caused a scare on this 
market, but the sebsequeut information that 
the actual loga will not amount to more than 
some ten per cent of the sum named, 3,70 1,000 
taels, has hal a reassuring effect here. It is 
dificult to understand why there should be 
such troubles at that Port, aa traie there 
should he on quite a satisfactorily sound basis 
now, 38 the Railway is said to be tapping 
districts hitherto unexploited and the export 
trade should be greatly benefitted by the pre- 
sent low Exchange. The Corean market is 
lifelesez, The 1easou is not at all clear, for the 
crops are quite good, but there is simply on 

i ition to buy. News was received early 
in the interval that the Cotton trade dispute 
had been settled on the basis of the reduction 
in Wages not coming int» effect antil March 
instead of January, the Mills to resume work 
on the 9th instant, though subsequent telegrams 
say they will only work half tima for the 
present. The market is strong and quotations 
are over the prices ruling here, which c-mes 
about by the low rate of Exchange. Cotton 
remains fairly steady in Liverpool, the quotations 
for Mid American coming 5.07d for spot, 4.86d. 
for the rest of the month and 4.7Ild. for 
February/March. Egyptian is firmer at 8id. 
As regards the steadiness in Cotton the 
Manchester Guardian market report of 19th 
October says:—The movement of American 
Cotton continues freely, and perhaps the slightly 
better reports of trade in the United States 
may be doing something to balance the state of 

i in Lancashire. Here there ia a remark- 
able absence of effective demand, and even 
often a month’s stoppage of most of the rpindles 
the supply of Yarn seems pretty well up to 
the demand. We hear of looms stopping every 
day, and were the labour dispute to be settled 
to-morrow it would be some time before the 
industry got fairly under way again.” Happily 
the forecast that there were no prospects for 
an early sattlement have not been fulfilled. 

Trade in the United States is booming now 
after the long months of depression. The Pre- 
sidential election seems to have given general 
’ gatisfaction and has effected a revival in the 
-home demand. Quotations for: export, on the 
basis of 9s, 1144. for 3 yard goods, lays them 


‘and the dealers operating bave ha 
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down eight to ten per cent over fhis market, so 


nothing is likely to be done at present. Cotton 
is up twenty to thirty points.) The actual 
consumptive demand for Yarns |ia really not 
so strong as it looks on the face of it. In many 


instances business has been purely speculative 
to resell at 
a lozs, However, the light stock at present 
here enables Importers to keep prices up. It 
is reported at the close that 2, to 8,000 bales 
Japanese Yarn have been contracted for in 
Osaka for this market. Local innings are 
strong in sympathy with the imported article. 
Native Cotton is strong and neing. The 
rapid expansion of the Cotton ind ia China 
must not be lost sight of when ¢omparing the 
figures of the Foreign import trade with former 
years. 
i] 1 
YOKOHAMA MARK 


is 

The Yokohama Market report of the 80th Oct., 
Published under the Foreien Kogrd of Trade, 
says :—Cott.n Yarns.— Market atill quiet. Cotton 
Piece Goods.—No new business has heen done to 
speak of since last report. ‘The market remains 
depressed and deliveries have completely fallen 
off. (Voollens and Woollen Mixthres.—Flaonels 
have been moving fairly well, Lut very little fresh 
business bas been booked. Of atmy cloth, de- 
liveries have been fairly active, but the demand 
for Coatings generally has been of 4 veryfsluggish 
nature, Blanket buyers are operating cautiously 
and stocks are moving very sowly. Textiles 
Generally are very inactive, and buyers are chiefi 

intend on clearing off stoaks and show a hold -off 
disposition with regard to next season's require- 
ments. Raw Cotton.—The market remains life- 
less, as spinners are not vet inclined to pay the 
highe- prices ruling in the producing countries. 
Rice.—No change; market glutted and quotations 
are quite nominal. Vletals—No dhinge. Home 
prices of Helyian Basic Steel Bars hive under- 
gone a further slight decline, and considerable 
business has heen done for December and Feb. 
shipment Window Glass.—‘ Spat"’ prices con- 
tinue above hame values, and, though there hxve 
been 80.6 arrivals, the local market ia likely to 
remain strong until the end of the year. Keroxine. 
—Arrivals and deliveries {or the second half of 
October show. Standar!l Oil Ca: arrivals nil, 
deliveries 8.500 ca-ex; Riciag Sun Petroleim Co., 


arrivals nil, deliveries 4,500 unite. Sugur. — 
Nothing to report. ‘he market for imported 
sugar reinains lifeless. Flour.— No change eince 


Ja-t report. There is still an inaignificant buxi- 
ness being done for forward delivery. Wheat.— 
The consumption of foreign impdrtationg is 8.id 
to be exhiusted, and the wills sre now usi g 
the native production, 

RAW SILK 


During te ten days under review our marke 


has’ remained steady and a fair busin ss has been 
done, Europe having at last ahodn signs of im- 
provement. Ac the close, prices are firm with 
an upward tendency. 


WASTE 8ILK 

Market.—Fairly active thon aay changd in 
quotations. Prices paid for low Kibizzo are still 
relatively high. Settlements frdm Oct. 12th to 
Oct. 22nd, 3,700 piculs. Total Settlements fron 
July lst to Uct. 22nd, 20,550 piculs. Stock on 
Oct. 23rd is estimated at &500 piculs, vez: — 


NOSHL ccc cides vec eeoctane denne sere ts 1,600) piculs, 
KUDIZ26) 6 ccc dcdtasceshetncos ca deceatateuss 5,20U—,, 
Pierced Cocoons 

Bidens } Si wists keene tou t.. 1,700, 


a ee 


... 8,500 piculs 


Against last year ....... ee. 27,000 
HABUTAI. 

Kanazawa—The advance no’ in our last has 
been maintained with a firm bet ge The de- 
mand for America has improved, especially in 
27 inch goods from 4} to 5} momme. For Europe 
there has been a continued demand for 24 inch 
and raw goods. therein aod de is some- 
what unsettled, but there is a dad demand for 
Kinu 2} momme, There has been some demand 
for 36 inch goods 6 momme upwards for America, 
but enquiries from Europe are all below Japanese 
parity. Kawamata. — As compared with last 
month, the market is stronger and has slightly 
advanced. ; 

TEA. ; 

In the interval, a few fired teas have changed 
hands, but there cannot be said:to be any war- 
ket. Of raw teas, the steck appears to be quite 
exhausted. T tat settlements at. Yokohgma from 

| May 1st to October 29th amount, to 82, piculs, 
against 101,500 piculs at the cotre ponding date 
last year, 
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EXPORTS: ; 2 
CAMPHOR. 
Bonaxongé, 23rd November:—lhere is no 
market and/tbere is no change of price $83.50 -- 
$84.50. y 


—L. ——— 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 


Per P. & O. steamer, Sumatra, sailed on 5th 
Nov. 1908:— For Marseilles :—3 c.ses human hair. 
For London:—1,160 cases preserves, 1,610 pack- 
ages tea, 25 cxsea wine, 16 cases dry lychees, 6 
cares empty gas flasks, 8 packages private effecta 
and curios. ° 


Per P. & QO. steamer Delhi, sniled on 14th Nov,, 
1908. For Nanchester:—525 bales waste silk. 
tor Gibralfir:—S0 packages tea, 2 cases silka, 

) package woaring apparel. For Barcelona:— ¢ 
250 bexes ten. For St. hamond: — 48 bales raw 
silk. For Milan:—20 balea raw silk. For 
Lyora:—1990 bales raw plk. Murseilles :— 8 
packages tax, 90 bales ruw: silk, 1 case silk 
ewhr ideries, — cases bird's feathers, 60 cases 
bristles. For London :—335 bles pierced cocoons, 
200 bala« wuste silk, 145 packages tea, 70 bales 
raw silk, 3d rolls mntting, 40 oisea bristles, 30 
casse: w:odware, 4 cases copperwa:e, 24 01868 
chinaware, 26 bales canes, 9 onses fans, 5 cases 
silks, 12 yrackages private effect, 1 case cigar. 
For Beyrouth :—® cases punjum ajlk. 
-HONGKONG SHARE QUOLATIONS., 

Honagona, 2th November, 1908.—Retes 
genera ly speaking bav\ ruled firm daring the 
week and 4 fair business has beon transacted, 
retarded however to a great extent, by the dea- 
inclination of holders to part at current rates, 
and by the unsettled condition of affairs in 
China a specisl feature of the market is the 
continued rise in Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banks aod the demand for several minor stocks. 
On the whole a better feeling seem to be apper- 
ent, and the market closes steady in most stooks, 

Banxs.—Hongkong and Shangheis with 
a continued demand at 815 and no sell-rs com- 
ing forward, the rate reply rosa to 820, at, 
which some shares changed hands, but the dem- 
and continuing it further rose to 8224 at which 
small sales wore effected. At time of closing 
an enquiry at 825 fails to meet with a response, 
and it is probable that a slightly higher rate 
could be obtained. Nationals remain unchanged 
and without business. 

Magna Ixsunances. — Unions have 
cbanged hands daring the week at 785 and 
more shares are wanted at the rate. Cantons 
have improved to 180 with buyers, and in ths 
abs-nce of: sellers it is possible that a higher 
rate would be paid for any shares on the market. 
North Chinas continue with bayers at 87}, bat 
no sh:res appear to be available, China Traders 


| aod Yangteses are unchangrd, with the former ~ 


still in demand. 

Frem Insurances.—Hongkong Fires have 
been placed at 330, closing steady ..bat with s 
few sbares obtainable. Chinas have advanced 
to 101 after sales at 1(0, the market closing - 
with probable bavere. 

Surpemne.— Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
have found buyers at 29, and sales are reported 
at 29%, closing with sellers at the latter and 
buyers at the former rate. Inio Obfnas re- 
main ‘totally nerlected. Doaglases remaia in 
demand at 33 but without business, A small 
lot of Shells have changed haods at 45s. and 
more shares are wanted al that, or possibly at a 
little higher rate. Star Ferrys continue with 
tuyera of the new issue at 15. 

Reringeies, —China Sagars are on offer at 
1124 with the pe bability of a slightly lower 
rate being accepted, Lusons anchanged and 
wi'bout basiness, 

MINING. - Raubs hava changed hands in fair 
quintity at. 7, 7} avd 74. closing with farther 
bayers at 72, Cninese Evgineeriogs bave fallen 
in Shangh:i t> 35, 

Dooxs, WHARVES AND Gopowns.—Hong- 
kong and Whampoa Pooks continue quiet with 
.& reported small gsle at. 92. Kowloon Wharves 
have been placed at 454 and close with sellers at 
that ra'e Shanghai Docks have fallen in the 
North to 774, and Hongkew Wharves to 149, 
there ara, however, amall local buyers of the 
latter, at 150, 

Lanps, Horgts and Bur~pmes.—Hong- 
kong Lands remain quiet at 983 with sellers and 
no business to report. West Points are still on 


| November 28, 1908] 
fneegeste ne 

offer at 468, while Kowloon Langs and 

Humphreys’ are enquired for at que ations. 

Hotels steady at 80. - 


Coriox Mruta.—We have no changes nor 
busin: ss to report under this heading, ~~ 


MrecaLLawe£covus,—China Bornecs have been 
in demand during the week and the rate has im 
proved, after sales at 10 to 104 buyers, with no 
sellers at the rate China Providents o-nlinue ia 
demand at 94, but are still without any basiness 
to report. Green Islands have b2en placed to a 
limited extent at 10, but sellers rule the mai ket 
at time of closing. Union Water Boats have 


been done at 10, and more shares sre wanted. 


Langka‘s have boomed in Shanghai to 870. 
We have n thing further to report under thi; 
_ beading. 


Quotations are af follows :— 


Ad 
Company. 


Alhambra 
Banks— 7 
*_-- Hongkong & S’hai... 
_ #°. National B. of China 


Patn op. 


Ps. 200 


Qvuorarions 


Nominal 


$825, buyers 
London £-2.10 
$51, buyers 

$8 


$125 ' 


#10}, buyers 
$54, eellers 
y 1$94, buyers 


China Light & P} Co. 
Chins Provident ...... 


Cotten Mills — : 
T1s. 68 
310}. sellers 
Tis. 61 

Ts. 75 

Tls. 240 


$224 


Laou Kang Mow ...). 
Soychesg ........0... 


Dairy Farm ..... ..... 
Docks & Wharves— 
H. & K. Wharf &G 346, sellera ; 

‘ . $92, sales & sell r3 

New Amoy Docks. $94 

cae oc {tis.100/TIe. 774, in Shi 

Shai & H. Wharf.../TIs. L0O |T1s. 150,b., in S’hai 
Fenwick & Co., Geo... $25 ($12, sellers 
G. Island Cement. . $10, sales & sellers 
Hongkong & C. Gis. $190 - buyers 
Hongkong Electric... $18, buyers 
- ‘Hongkong Hotel Cv.. $30 
Hongkong Ice Co..... |. 
H. K. Milling Co., Ld 
Hongkong Rope C».. 


Insurances— 


5 |$280, seller; 
Nominal 
$24 


$180, buyers 
$101, buyers 
$874 


kong Fire 
China. 


Hon $330, sellers 
No: Ths. 874, buyers 
Land and Buildings — 

Wkong Land Invest. 

Humphrey's Estat 
_ Kowloon Land & B. 

Shanghai Land 

WestPoint Building 


$580, buyers 
$73, buyers 
314 


$2 


Philippine Co. ......... $8, sellers 


Befineries— 
China Sugar......... 
Lugon Sagar......... 
Robingon Piano Co.... 
Gteamship Companie- 
: China and Manila... 
Douglas, Steamship 
H., Canton & M.... 


- Indo-China 8, N. Co. 


$1124, sellers 
$20, sellers 
$59 


$14, sellers 


Steam Laundry Co ... 
Stores & Dispensaries. 
Campbell, M&C>... 
Powell & Co., Ww. 
Watkins............... 
Watson -& Co., A.S8. 

- Wiesmann Ld. 


CHINA UVERLAND TRADE REPORT 
SHANGHAI SHARE QUOTATIONS, 


12th November, 1908. 


Par uP.| /QuorTation. 


"Hongkong & S’hai.., 
National of China... 


Raaso-Chinese 


-$125 | $830, buyers 
sie $51, buyers 
} Tae j Tis, 175, sellers 
Insurance : — | 
Union Society C’ton 


$790, sellers 
North-China 


(ls. 87 $, bayers 
$167 650, sellere 
$225, sellers 
$3123, buyers 

, buyers 


$100 
£5 


$60 
$50 


$50 
$20 


(lls, 26, buyers 
£10] ms, 1lt, payers 
-5.0, sellers 

9.10, sellers 
ls. 44, buyers 
1s. 52, sellers 
Tis. 48, sellers 


1 
‘hs 50, sellers 


8. 81, sellers 
106, sellers 
. 154 seller’ 
49, callers 
. 217}, sellers 


Shell Trans. ¢ ord. 
& Trading i pref. 
S’hai Tng & j ord. 
Lighter ... A peet. 
Taku Tug & Ligbter 
Kochien Trangport- 
ation & Tow Boat 


Docks & Wharves:— | 
S’hai Dock & Eng... 
H. & W. Dock | 
8. & H’kew Wharf...’ 
H. K’loou W. & G... 


‘ot 
T50 


T50 
T5O 


Sugar Companies :— 
Perak Cultivation... 
China Refining 

Mining : — 

Raub Australian ... 


Chinese Eng. & Min. 


Lands :— 
S"hai Investment .. 
H’kong Investment 
Humphreys’ Estate 
Weihaiwei 
hi 


ls, 874, buyers 
1324, sellers 


1 
$8, sellers — 
1sy15}, x. d, bys. 


‘Is, 117, sales 
‘$99, sellers 
lu}, sellers 
, sellers 
: Tis, 50, sellere 
: U'ls. 100, sellers 


La 68, sellers 
Ts. 61, sellers 
Tis. 75, sellers | 
Tis. 240, sellerg 
$9, buyers 


International .....: | 

Laou Kung Mow... 

Soy Chee is [ 

H’kong C. 8. W. D.. : 
Industrial :— | 

Shanghai Gas i 

Major Brothers 
Shanghai Ice... .... ' 
China Flour Mill... 
S’hai Pulp & Paper; 
Green Is, Cement... 
Maatschappij, <&c., 


Tis. 117, sellers 
50 | Tis. 50, sellers 
T25 | Tis. 14, sellers 
TsO | 'I'ls. 40, sellers 

T100 | Tis. 50, buyers 
$10 : §10, sellers 


Gs.100 : Tis. 750, buyers 
“Ts. 125, buyers 
+ T. 405, buyers 

_ $85, buyers 

| 


S’haj_Waterworks... 
Anglo-Ger. Brewery 
A. Butler Cement, 
| $25, sellers 
' 118.57, x.d. sellers 
nominal 


Construction...... 
Miscellaneous :— 


£8 sellers 


$20, buyers 

‘$58, buyers 
A. 8. Watson & Co. 
Central Ordinary ... 
Central Founders... 
8. Moutrie & Uo.... 
Weeks & ‘'o. ......... 
Astor House Hotell 
Hongkong Hotel ... 
Hotel des Colonies 


Tsingtao Hotel Co. 
Lane, Crawford &Co. 


$16, sellers 
$98, sellers 
Tis. 6}, sellers 
nominal 
$152};-buyers 
$47}, sellers 


‘Ts. 57, sellers 
Tp. 83, sellers 
:£23, sellers 


T50 ||Tis. 28, sellers - 
T50 |''Tis. 66, sellers 


“3B, BIBSEL & ba 


J. P. Bisset & Co. 
their Share t for the week ending m 
12th, 1908, :—The feature of the under 
pig has tain the vag perreh rise in the. 
Maatechappij etc., in Lang’ shares, w 
have appreciated since our last issue no- ke 
then Tila, 50 per share. We have to admit we 
have not been able so far. sin’ “as 


stocks, Banks,—Hongkong and S 

are wanted at $832}. The T.T. rate on London 
to-day is 2/84. -Marine and Fire Insurance.— 
There is no business reported. Shipping.—Indo- ° 
China 8. N. Co., Ltd. We hear of a transaction 
at Tis. 38 for cash. In other stocks under this 
heading there is no change Docks and Wharves. 
—Sharghai Dcck and Engineering Co, Ltd. 


Abares are on offer at ‘Te. 81 for December. 


Shanghai and Hongkew Wharf Company hava 
ruled somewhat easier. Cash shares are of the 
market at ls, 154. For Deoember sales have 
b en made at Tls.- 157 and there are fu-ther 
eetlers. Sugar Cos.— Perak Sugar Co. There is 
a transaction reported at Tis. 874. Mining.— 
No business. Lands.—Shanghai Land Invest. 
ment Co. Ltd. Shares have changed hands at 
Tls. 116 and Tls. 117, Industrial.—Ewo Cottons. 
There is no business reported; there are sellers 
for cash at Tis. 68, and for December at Tis. 
68}. International Cottons have changed hands 
at Tla, 63 for December. Laou Kung ‘Vows have 
been dealt in at Tis. 77 for. December and there . 
are sellers at this figure. Shanghai Gas Co, 

hares are on offer at Tis. 1164. Maatechappij 
etc., in Langkata. A very considerable business 
has been done during the week at rates which 
since our last issue have shown a steady appre- 
ciition. The market opened with the cash rate 
at ‘l'ls. 695, and Tle. 705 for December. Every 
diy since has marked a rise, and it haa been 
difficult to keep an exact track of the niarket. 
At closing we would quote the tates to-day as 
Tls. 745 for cash, Tls. 755 for December and for 
March shares have changed hands at Tis. 790. 
Shanghai Waterworks Co. There is a demand 
for a at ‘lls, 405. Miscellaneous.—Rates 
for thef various stocks. u- der this heading will 
be found below. Loan and Debentures.—Shang- 
hai Land Six per ¢unt. debentures have been’ 
dealt in at Mls. 103. /Astor House Seven 
cent. fave been placed at Tia. 100}. 


EXCHANGE. 


Honexone, November 23rd. 
Lonpon.—Telegraphic Transfer ...1 
Bank Bills, on demand _.............. ae 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ... .....1 
Bank Bills at 4 months’ sight 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight sieaeee 
Documentary Bills, 4mostht sight.. 
PaRI8 — . 

Bank Bills, on demand........ .. a 

Credits + montha’ sight ... ........]. 

GERMANY.— : 

On demand .................20cc00 seovceene lh 54 

New Yor«.— 

Bank Bills, ondemaad 

Credits, 60days’ sight 

BomBay.— 

Telegraphic Transfer ............... eae 

Eank; ondomand .” ...........0.scece00s 130 

CaLour a.— 7 

Telegraphic Tranafer 

Bank on demand 

SHaNG@sAL— 

Bank, at sight 

Private, 30 days’ sight 

YoOKOHAMA.— 

On demand 

MANILA .— 

On demand ......... cc ccccec eee 

SING@APORB.— 

On deman |........... 

Bivavia.-— 

On demand... 0... 1c... csc ces eee 

Hareucna. ay, 

On demand .......... ie wee p.0. pm. 
Ox Sxtaoy.—On dema d_........12 po. pia. 
On B. a ox.—Oo demant... ....... 89° . 
Sversiass, . ank’s Buying Rate ........$11.50 

4 "36030 


. 


wove 103 


Goup LUgar 100 fine, per tael ........ .. 
Birk Siu.yea per os 


es ate 
SUBSIDIARY COINS. - 2%: ~- 
. | per cent disount.. 
_ 20 cents pieces... fan ke 
3.40 


ese sees i$ 


‘Shinese 
” seccee 


rn 10 3 
Hongkong Dn 


coerce 


+ APSR ARSE PANT nora, 


FREIGHT. 
Harikow, 11th Nov.—Per Conference Steamera, 


“| London and Northern Continental porte 45/- 


tot of 40 oft. plus rive: freight. To Genoa, 
reeilles or Havre 45/- per ton of 40 cft. plus 
river freight. ‘fo New York (via-Suez) General 
Cargo 80/- per ton of 40 cft. plus river freight. 
To New Yor ce Suez ), Tea 37/6 per ton of 40 


oft. plas river freight. Tio New York (Overland } 
‘per carload; Tea G. $14 cents per Ib gross; less 
than carload Tea G. $1} cente per tb: gross; plus 
river freight. To Shanghai:—T'sea and Genera] 
_ Cargo, Tha. -1.60 at 1.80 per ton, weight or 
measurement. 
SHIPPING.” 
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
: .~ MAIL. 
" Novamber :— ARRIVALS. 


13, Borneo, German str., from Sandakan. 
13, Chenan, British str., from Shanghai. 
13, Delhi, British str’, from Shanghai. 
13, Doyu Maru, Jap. str., from Takau. 
13, Kwangtah, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 
13, Locksun, German str., from Bangkok. 
13, Manila, German str.. from Melbourne. 
. 13, Singan, British str., from Hoihow. 
- 13, Tean, British str., from Manila. 
- 13, Tsintau, German str., from Bangkok. 
13, Tuscarora, Br. str., from San Francisco. 
14, Haimun, British str., from Coast Ports. 
14, Hupeh,- British str. from Swatow. ~ 
14, Inverclyde, British str., from Keelung. 
14, Iyo Maru, Japanese str., from Seattle. 
14, Kiangping, Chinese str., from Chinkiang. 
14, Kueichow, British str., from Tientsin. 
14, Paklat, German str., from Bangkok. 
15, Aldenham, British str., from Australia. 
15, Benlomond, Britikh str.; from London. 
15, Calchas, British str., from Singapore. 
15, Canton, Swedish str., from Moji. 
15, Choshu Maru, Jap. str., from Shanghai. 
15, Ichang, British str., from Wuhu. 
15, Kaifong, British str., from Doilo. 

- 15, Myrtledene, British str., from Hongay. 
15, Perseus, British str., from Shanghai. 
15, Pompey, Am. str., from Tong Ho Island. 

_ 15, Swanley, British str., from Chingwantsao. 
15, Triumph, German str., from Hoihow. 

16, E. F. Ferdinand, Aus. str., from Triest. 
16, Hangsang, British str., from Shanghai. 
16, Lennox, British str., from Shanghai. 
16, Shibetoro Marn, Jap..str.. from Moji. 
17, Cheongshing, Br. str.. from Weihaiwei. 
17, Fri, Norwegian str., from Manila. 

17, Fritjgf, Norwegian str., from Kwangyen. 
17, Haitan, British str., from Swatow. 

17, Hanoi, French str.. from K. C. Wan. 
17, Hongbee, British str.. from Singapore. 
17, Klest, German str., from Yokohama. 
17, Kwanglee, Chinese str., from Shanghai, 
17, Loongsang. British str., from Manila. 
17, Namsang, British str., from Singapore. 
17, Oriel, British str., from Moji. 

_17, Scandia, German str., from Homburg. 
17, Senegambia, German str., from Shanghai. 
17, Suisang, British str.. from Weihaiwei. 
17, Tungshing, British str., from Wuhu. 

17, Zafiro, British str., from Manila. 

18, Ching Wo, British str., from Singapore. 
18, Chowfa, German str., from Bangkok. 

18, Fooshing, British str., from Newchwang. 
18, Haiching, British str., from Coast Ports. 

: 18, Kweiyang, British str., from Newchwang. 
18, Machaon, British str., from Yokohama. 
18, Matoppo, British str., from Manila. 

18, Meinam, French str., from Antwerp. 
18, Shaohsing, British str., from Amoy. 
. 18, Tjikini, Dutch str., from Moji. -' 
19, Empress of China, Br.str., from Vancouver. 
19, Goeben, German. str., from Hamburg. 
19, Haimun, British str., from Coast Ports. 
19, Signal, German str., from Haiphong. ~ 
November:— § DEPARTURES. 
18, Chiya:n, Chinese atr., for Shanghai. 

--18, Choysang, British str., for Swatow. - 

18, Tingsang, Bri ish atr., for Shanghai. . 


Wakaniya M., Jap. str., for Singapore. — 


18, Yuensang, British afr., for Manila. 
.14, A.-Aposr, British str., for Singapore, 
* 14, Capri, Italian str’, for Singapore. 
14, att spat et British str., for Weibaiwei. 
14, Delhi, British str., for Europe. 
14, Ce, get atr., tig rd 
.‘,14, Fukura Maru, Japanese str., for Moji. 
+44, Korea, American str., for Shanghai. 
14" Matilda Korner, Ger. stz., for Hongay, 


. 


_. are neTe 


| 


ee 


Share, Messrs Bennet, H 


ie 


14, Rubi, British str., for Manila, 

14, Sade Maru Japanese stri, for Kobe. 
14, Zweensa, British str., for Cheribon. 
15, Amigo, German str., for Haiphong. | 
15, Bojan Mara, Japaacse s(r., for Swatow. 
15, Doya Maru, Japanese ath, for Anping. 
45, Haitan, Bri ish str., for Swatow, 

15, [nverclyde, British str., for New York. 
“15, Marie, German str., for Newobwang. 

16, Calchas, British str., for Shanghai. - 

16, Hupeh, Brifish str, for H sihow. 

17, Aldenham, British str., for Moji. 

17, Benlomord, British atr., for Nagasaki, 

17, Devawongse, German str). for Bangkok. - 
17, Feiching, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 

17, Hailan, French atr., for Hoihow. 

17, Haimun, British str., for|Swatow. 

17, Joshin Maru. British str|, for Swatow. 
17, Perseus, British sir., for./Singapore. 
17, Rajaburi, German str., for Bangkok. 
17, Tean, British str, for Manila. “ss 
17, Wosang. British str., for Shanghai, 
18, Kleist, German ste., for Fnrope. 
19, C Apcar, Britieh str., for Singapore, 

19, Chenan, British atr., for Bhanghai. - 

12, Chosho *!., Japanese air, for Swatow. 
19, E.F. Ferdinand, Aus. a‘, for Y kohama. 
19, Hanoi, Fre oh str., for K. C, Wan. 

19, Kwangtsh. Chinese str, for Shanghai. 
19, Meinam, French atr., for: Shanghai, 

19, Paklat, Gorman str, for Bangkok. 

19, Scandia, German str., for Shanghai. 

19, Senegambia, German str;, for Hamburg. 


> 19, Tjikini, Dutch str., for Saigon. 


19. Tjimahi, Dutoh str., for:Amoy. 
19, Triumpb, German str, for Hoihow. 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. ! 


Per Kwangtah, from shaogha’, Mr aod Mia | 


Hollidac.. ! . 
Per Erzherzog Franz Ferdinand, from Triesta 


ports, Miss Cohan. r 


Per Siavan, from Hihow, Messrs Chariy, 
Frgon and '. des F-ank: 

Per Shaohsing, from Shanghai and Amoy, 
Mr and Mrs Ellis, and Mr Jackson. 

Per Hattan, from Swatow, Master Gallons, 
(3) Mrs. Currie and Mrs. J. Payne. 

Per B nlomond, from Londor, Mea'd Mrs 
Buokinghom, and Wr F. W. Rad-t. 

Per Namsang, from Singapore, Mr and Mrs 
ilton and Silvester. 
Per Tea, feam Manitd. Mz end Mr. Oleven- 
g bv, Dr Moberlig, Mes re Law, Wis-b-nn, Gale, 
t alder, Dempr er, Digon and M iraltleg, 

Per Haiching, from Coast Ports, Mr and Mrs 

Chapman, Miss Wybrants, H.E. Wun, H.E. 
Look, Messrs Phillips, “Kapteyn, O'Brien, 
Guepangco and Cue..- 
* Per Aldenham, from Australia, Miss Bushell, 
Miss E. Baker, Capt. Beyer, Messrs Murcal, 
Da Rego and children, Carolo Jesus, Carion 
Das Santos and Antonio. ; 

Per Zafiro, from Manila, Mrs O. Ambrosia- 
than, Misses Phyllis MacDonald, L. Volkman 
and J. Volkman; Rev. M. 8. Morgan, Messrs 
L. Renner, H. Bayne, M. C: Morgan, F. H. 
Cooke, D. Lirona, J. M. Teaster, W. D. Graham, 
Dan Volkman and John Volkman. 


Per Dethi, for Hongkong. from Yokobama, 
Meears BE, T. Tul oh and J. Dixon; from Kobe, 
Mr W. A. Dowley; from Shanghai, Mr and 
Mrs W. J. (tresson, maid and servant, Mr and 
Mra A. J. Weloh, infant and amah, Mr-and 
Mrs Isakson, B-v. and Mis ‘Atkinson, Lient. 
M. Portm«n, Capt. F. K« fod. Mesers A. R. 


G. Luya, A. BE. Fearnley andjL. C. Atkinson ; 
from Shanghai. for Singapore, Mears E. A. 
Willis, 4. O'Hallosan and A. G. Israel; for 
Bombay, from Yokohama) Misses Rider- 
Haggard and Kirby, and Mr E. J. Mis‘ro; 
from Shanghai, Messrs P. Sorabshaw and A. 
C. Ahdool; for Bundisi, from Shanghsi, Mr 
W. H. Marks and party servant; for Marseilles, 
from Kobe, Mr C. P. Brooks; from Shanghai, 
Lieut. Col. McKay and Mr BK. 8. Sale ; from 
Shanghai, for London, Mt and Mre J. Mark 
2 cbildren and infant, Mr and Mra Barlow- 
wheeler and icfant. Dr,Miss and Mrs Welxon. 
and child, Mrs “Kelly and 2 infants, Miss 
Knight, Lieut. Col. M. E. Hearn, Messrs & 
W. Keid, D. E. Mok, childjand +» mah, C. H. 
Godfrey, W. Conltbard and H. Yookill; from 
Yokohama, f. r London, Mrs ind Miss Auning j 
and Mrs J. R, Rotson . 


‘Lowe, A. R. Hager Moll, nd E. . &pittle 


| — 
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Rivpress of China, for Hongk from 
eee ee Oligo, ‘Bir Beanols 
feesrs H. Allyn, A. 5, F, &. 


. 
s 


Sigalas, Li 
C. C. Gilbe 


saki, Mr and Mrs E. B. Thomson, Hon. M.:. - 
Stonon, Lord Camoys, Mrs M. Kamaski, Messrs 

F. Odadb, F, Shirta, Kaimens, Ch, Tatteng 

and Ch. Faisang ; from Shanghai, Mr and Ma 

A. Montor, Mr and Mra Streit, Mr and 3 7 
Goldenbgrg, Mrs Daris, Mrs Horton, Maia 
Boutrain, Mrs Cington, Misses E.-Lilles, M; ~. 
Stickney, M. Wirkham, H. Morton, K icy, 
Booth and N. Altechulle, Dr. MacBrown, -Dr. 


H. Klee, 


DEPARTED. ’ 

Per Rubt, for Manila, Me aod Mrs L. F. - 
Kilbarn god child, Mr and Mra Verard, Mra 
and Mis Bily-r, Col. and Mrs S, OC, Mills and 


2 daugters, Mrs V. Russell, Miss K. Sama, 
Messrs J. Plyth, C. F. Bristol, Pb, EBugster, 2 
. GO Whi e, A. Biralinger; W. R. A, White, : 


H. Mariéraon,.G. H. Coray & A. V. Casendish. 
Per Kbrea, for San Francisco, Mr and Mrs 
L. B. Graves, Me and Mrs J. W. sleeper, Rev. 
and Mrq W. 8. Divis and o4ild, Rev. and Mrs 
E. E. Sillivan and_child, Mrs F. G. Bland, Mrs 
kK, C, Whatherwax, Misses D, G. Graves, F. G. 
Bland, F. Bland, 8.- Bland, L, A. Bavjamin, 
N, kyans «nd N, Hugging, Lieat. Grant Duff, 
Sir Paul Chater, Dr H. Scott, Messrs E; ‘A. 
Fowler,; Wm. Craik, H. RB. Spencer, D. C, 
Smith aad W. B. Waker, ; 
Per Kletat, for Bremen, &., Mr and. Mrs 
Entwistle, Mr and Mra Fuchs and child, Mr 
and Mra|J. R. Hanify, Mr and Mrs.C. Y. Rice, 
Mr-and| Mrs Siebenschein, Mr and Mrs L. 
Stedtmanpn, Mr and Mrs J. V. Skiff, Mr and 
Mrs K. Sampul, Mr and Mrs C. E. Waterman, . 
Weber, Capt. and- Mrs Sloss, Mrs . 
L. Babingkoff, Mrs Dungan, Mrs Dransfield, ED) 
enz, Mra 8. P. Hegan, Mrs Hauptm. as. 
rs Haun & child, Mrs F. C. Macauley, 3 
: Mrs Okara 


n, Else aap Ada Paul, E. Rade- 


Atkinson and family, Rev. M. C. Morgan, oe 

dmiral W. H. Emery, Flag. 
b. W. Henderson, Schwester Sidonie 
Knae Sergeant 
Brandon, Director ag ap Heinrich Daemker, 
O. v. Esen, 8. Earl, H. 


Goldmann, M. J. ae et and family, R. Fr. . 
von Hogkberg, W. Hofeld, W. G. iton, 
Eugen (Hanke, - Hunter, M. J. Holst, M 
ger; M. Kuntzsch, 8. Kamsteg and 

amily, |King and son, Ingenieur Laz, 
Lange, F. P. Murphy, BE. Nissim, 
Sass, _ Smith, Sharitski, EB. - Schlum-- 
bohm, Karl Schneider, P. A. van-der Stadtand =< 
family, K. Schlundt, Tyack, James ‘Tweadies, 
ohn. H. Volkmann, ;- F. Volkmann.. and 
family, yon Wettum and family, Masch Wenzel, _ 
W. @. Young and F. Zabel. 


Crint-d land pabli-hed by Beitraax Avoustps 
“tas ; for the Conoerne ‘, at 104; Dea: Vag ; ss 
Cenfral, City of Victoria, Hongkong: - 
London Cffice, 181, Fleet Street, BG: => 
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